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Dear Parents and Carers, 

The children finished this half-term with a fantastic Reading Festival.  The 

week started with a bang with everyone dressing as their favourite book 

character.  Throughout the week, on the sound of the school bell the whole 

school was expected to stop and pick up their book to read and enjoy.   

We have had a visit from Piers Torday https://www.pierstorday.co.uk/

about/ who talked to years 5 & 6 about his career as a writer, as well as all 

classes enjoying a poetry party where all of the  teachers have recorded 

themselves reading their favourite poems, there were West End in Schools 

workshops and lots of other reading events celebrating our  love of books, 

reading and discovery.  

Check out our Twitter Pages https://twitter.com/ElthamCE for lots and lots 

of examples of how our curriculum is rich, exciting, contextual and practical.  

The feed is constantly being updated and gives parents an insight into the 

amazing education children at Eltham Church of England receive.

We are also delighted and excited to have Revd Caroline Risdon join us 

after half term as the Parish Priest at St John’s Eltham.  She has already 

met with the Senior Leaders of the school to start planning how the school 

and church can strengthen links even further. 

A quick reminder that straight after half term; teachers will be conducting 

their summer term parent’s consultations by phone throughout the week 

commencing 7th June.  Please can you make sure your phone call slot is on 

your home diary so that you are ready for the call. 

With very best wishes
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Archery Road is a busy 

road.  We are now seeing an 

increased number of parents 

parking on double yellow lines, 

against the bollards, doing a 3 

point turn by the junction of the 

Eltham Centre. This is making 

the road extra congested and 

a risk to all of our children.  We 

have the opportunity to park 

in Lidl and the Council run 

car parks in Orangery Lane, 

both before and after school.  

PLEASE could you use these 

and walk around the corner 

into Archery Road so that we 

can limit the congestion and 

keep our children as safe as 

possible. Thank you
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

MUSIC LESSONS
From September we will continue music lessons. We have:

• Flute (year 3 and above?

• Recorders (year 2) 

• Clarinets (year 3)

• Guitars (year 2 and above) 

• Piano (year 3 and above)

Please send email to office to register your interest for September 2021, office@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We are hoping that after school clubs will return in September. Details will be sent out in the new academic year. Please 
make sure you have access to SIMS PAY so you are ready to book onto the clubs.

DINNER MONEY
The dinner money for next half term will be £96.25 and is payable in advance via SIMS PAY.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
• 7th -10th June  Parents evening via phone calls 

• 8th June – Silly Science Nursery and Reception ‘WOW’ Day

• 9th June – Forensic Science Year 5 and Year 6 ‘WOW’ Day 

• 28th June- 2nd July year 6 activity week                          

• 12th July – Bikeability 

• End of term: Friday 23rd July 2021

• School returns 2nd September for years 1 – 6 

FRENCH
Well known stories have been the springboard for our learning in years 3 and 4 this half term - Year 3 have used an 
online dictionary to come up with all sorts of wonderful ideas for what they would build their ideal house with and Year 4 
gave opinions about the characters in Sleeping Beauty and are now able to describe what they look like. Year 5 wrote 
about what there is and is not in their town and Year 6 have been grappling with forming the present tense of -er verbs 
and giving extended opinions. During the Reading Festival, Year 3 have enjoyed singing about Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears and Years 4 to 6 have been having lots of smurfing fun exploring French and English language comic books. Have 
a smurf-tastic half term everyone!

Madame Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH
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SAFEGUARDING

CLEVER NEVER GOES
CLEVER NEVER GOES is the new, child-friendly lesson that teaches children how to stay safe from abduction when 
they are outside (e.g. walking to or from school), or online.

It’s been created to help parents/guardians talk to their children about staying safe in a simple way. Instead of creating a 
fear of people it teaches them to recognise the danger in a situation, regardless of who’s involved.

THE  RULE:

If anyone asks you to go - even someone that you know – if it hasn’t been agreed, remember: 
CLEVER NEVER GOES

For more information, ideas and resources to have that clever conversation go to: www.clevernevergoes.org. 

MUM DANCE CLASSES ARE COMING TO ELTHAM!
Mum-Dance is the 80s & 90s dance fitness class for mums with over 50 classes across the UK. The Mum-Dance mission 
is that every woman has the right to feel goodabout her body. 

The Mum-Dance values of supporting well-being, boosting mental health and building strongcommunities, is culturally 
vital post-pandemic. Mum-Dance is a low impact high sweat dancefitness class for everyone

The clasess are going to be held in the school hall from Wednesday 9th June from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.

Details of how to book and the cost of the classes will be released nearer to the time.
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Dinosaurs

Nursery have had a wonderful half term learning all about Dinosaurs. It has been a fantastic opportunity for lots of 

development of language, both conversationally and learning new vocabulary. 

The children have enjoyed role playing dinosaurs, rescuing dinosaurs trapped in ice, looking at the role of a 

palaeontologist and learning about herbivores and carnivores. 

The children were absolutely in their element when we had our People Who Help Us ‘WOW’ day. The morning Nursery 

were visited by the police and the afternoon Nursery were visited by firefighters! The children enjoyed learning about 

their roles, asking questions and exploring their equipment. A huge thank you goes to both Eltham North Police and 

Eltham Fire Brigade for taking the time to come to the school and create a wonderful experience for the children. 

Next half term our topic will be ‘Bugs & Buds’.

Miss Andrews, Mrs Pender and Mr Allonby

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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SUMMER TERM IN NORBITT

It has been wonderful to be back together in this first part of the Summer Term! We have all felt very grateful that we 

can safely return to our usual routines and school community and some super learning has taken place which we must 

celebrate! From in-class bean investigations, observing our ‘awesome’ natural world in RE and celebrating a love for 

story telling in Reading Festival week - we really have had an exciting time! 

We kicked off our topic ‘growing’ by having our very own eggs and incubator!  10 chicks successfully hatched and with 

the careful care of the children they thrived.  What a special experience we have had.  7 chicks returned to the free range 

farm in Kent and 3 were rehomed by Mrs Griffiths.  

Our Mud Garden is a very special place where Norbett children are able to connect with nature, enact sensory and 

imaginative play and develop many skills such as responsibility. 

We have truly celebrated stories in reading festival week and looked at four key texts, planning activities to help to 

immerse children in enriching experiences, build speaking and listening skills, develop language and enhance writing. 

The teachers have all recorded themselves reading poetry and children have been able to listen and watch, exposing 

them to a range of texts from across the school.   Our display for The Scarecrows Wedding is even being featured in 

SE9 magazine!

We have lots more to look forward to in our upcoming Summer 2 Term and our new topic ‘Animals’. We are so proud 

of the children’s progress in phonics and we will be continuing to practise and embed all taught sounds. In their daily 

phonics sessions children will continue to read and construct sentences and there will be a range of writing opportunities 

which allows the children to apply these ever developing skills as they look forward to joining year 1.

In Maths we are strengthening the children’s number sense by embedding bonds and place value into their daily 

environments and of course through daily number practice. We will be learning to construct a graph, collect information 

from the whole class and then use this to read and interpret data. We will learn more about time and money in real life 

contexts, through role play and texts such as ‘The great pet sale’. 

We also say farewell but not goodbye to Corbett class Teacher Miss Gardiner who will be returning to her Assistant Head 

role.  Corbett and North will miss her but she has promised us that she will be popping in to see us at least once per 

week!  Taking Miss Gardiners place of class Teacher; we welcome back Mrs Luchford from maternity, who has previously 

taught in our Nursery.  

We wish you a wonderful half term. Please enjoy reading with your child daily: from BugClub, Story Books or even a 

tricky word spotting game on a car journey! The benefits of reading with your child knows no bounds. 

Mrs Griffths, Miss Gardiner and Mrs D’Cruze

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION
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SPACE
The children have all worked very hard and it is amazing to see their enthusiasm for learning. We have enjoyed zooming 
off into space this term looking at the books ‘Man on the Moon’ and ‘Beegu’. We have written instructions about how to 
look after the moon, a tourist postcard, a letter from Beegu to her parents. Both Mills and Bek were able to use ambitious 
adjectives, conjunctions and super sentence openers. We are so impressed! We learnt all about Neil Armstrong, created 
our very own chalk pastel space pictures and made and painted rockets out of junk modelling. It has been busy but a lot 
of fun! 

The children have also shown great resilience towards their maths this term so far, learning all about multiplication, 
division and fractions! We have enjoyed learning about plants and trees with Mrs Hayes and had a wonderful walk to 
Well Hall Pleasaunce. We also enjoyed a silly science workshop where we learnt all about what is needed for fire and 
what gravity is. 

We look forward to our Summer 2 term where we will be learning all about the weather and many other exciting things! 
We wish you a really lovely half term break. Stay safe and take care. 

Miss Fryer and Miss Dann

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

WOW DAYS
It’s been a very exciting half-term in Year 2. We have completed a range of ‘WOW’ days improving our knowledge on 
plants, the history of toys, Andy Warhol and the story of Noah’s ark. There are lots of budding artists in year 2 and we 
look forward to seeing more artwork from them in the summer term.

In Literacy, we wrote incredible adventure stories all about the hero Traction Man. We came up with imaginative ideas 
about the villains he would face, the children used ambitious vocabulary and we were so impressed with the hard work 
that went into their stories.  

Finally, we have to mention our exciting reading festival! At the beginning of the week we shared stories and made 
artwork based on our favourite books for a new display in the classroom. It has been such a fun and exciting term and 
we can’t wait to finish the year just the same. Have a lovely, restful half term. Miss Bruty and Miss Linge.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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BUDDING PALAEONTOLOGISTS

Year 3 have had a busy and exciting term learning lots of new skills. Early on, we had a Design and Technology ‘WOW’ 
Day: Light It Up! The children got to design and make a light based on their research and made their own circuit with 
a light bulb. They were met with lots of challenges and had to use critical thinking skills to overcome them. It really 
impressed us how hard they worked!

We’ve also had a workshop about fossils where the children got to act as palaeontologists, digging for fossils and 
researching them to discover the different types of prehistoric creatures they were. The children were so engaged we 
wouldn’t be surprised if they decided to be palaeontologists when they grow up!

Miss McCarthy and Miss Childs

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

ELTHAM EXPERTS!
It’s the time of year when Year 4 investigate their local area; we are now Eltham Experts! We have worked independently 
and collaboratively and in so doing have become critical thinkers and problems solvers. Our activities have included:

• examining the physical and human geography found in this area of South London and reflecting these in 3D maps;

• conducted surveys; 

• asking the geographical questions ‘Should Eltham High Street be pedestrianised’ and ‘How can we improve the use 
of Eltham Park South?’;  

• Presenting ideas to the class for our friends to consider and

• using a range of different maps to find possible routes to local landmarks, applying our knowledge of directional 
language as we describe them.

Our work concludes with our stop motion animation project based on the Krindlekrax story shared in literacy. Have a look 
at our theatre boxes all ready for the animation to begin shortly! Move over Nick Park...  

Mrs Leonard, Mrs Bailey and Mrs Hayes

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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A BUSY TERM FOR YEAR 5
This half-term, Year 5 have been working hard on developing their writing skills in Literacy.  From learning about the 
features of emails, to writing action sequences that include luscious descriptions and realistic dialogue, via creating 
impressive and convincing balanced arguments, there has been no stopping them!  

In Maths, it’s been fractions-a-go-go, so your children should know exactly how may slices of pizza they need to have an 
equivalent amount to you!  

We have also been spending time in the edible playground - this time planting sugar snap peas, and we have been 
eagerly waiting for them to sprout. Not long now! 

In our WOW’ days, we have been practising our detailed drawing skills by looking closely at plants and the results have 
been really beautiful!

Miss Payne and Mrs Fountain

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6
In year 6 we have had yet another busy half-term. In Maths, we have been doing all sorts of interesting things such 
as estimating mass and capacity. In Literacy, our class has been focusing on persuasive writing and the dramatics of 
Shakespeare’s play, Macbeth. 

Every Friday, we have been indulging in Geography ‘WOW’ days; I’m sure your child has told you about it! We even went 
on a conquest to Well Hall Pleasance. It was very windy and we lost a few maps. 

In the last week of term, we had a Reading Festival week and a world-renowned author, Piers Torday, came to our 
school and signed books. On the Monday, we arrived at school in book character costumes such as Catness Everdine 
from Hunger Games and Albert Naracot from War Horse. Every day, we also had ‘drop everything and read’ times, when 
the bell went, and we had to just stop and read! 

As told by Ellen and Oscar in Avery Class.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2020 / 2021

SUMMER TERM 2021

Half-term: 
Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021

Pupils return:
Monday 7th June 2021

End of term:
Friday 23rd July 2021

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021 / 2022
Please note, there are still three INSET days to be allocated.

Autumn Term

INSET DAYS:
Wednesday 1st September 2021

Pupils Return: 
Thursday 2nd September 2021

Term time: 
Wednesday 1st September 2021 to Friday 22nd October 
2021

Half Term:  
Monday 25th October 2021 – Friday 29th October 2021

Pupils return: 
Monday 1st November 2021

End of term: 
Friday 17th December 2021

Christmas holidays: 
Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2021

Spring Term 

Pupils return: 
Tuesday 4th January 2022

Term time: 
Monday 4th January 2022 to Friday 11th February 2022

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022

Pupils return: 
Monday 21st  February 2022

End of term: 
Friday 1st April 2022

Easter holidays: 
Monday 4th April 2022 to Monday 18th April 2022

Summer Term

Pupils return:
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Term time: 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Friday 27th May 2022

May Bank Holiday: 
Monday 2nd May 2021

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June  2022

Pupils return:
Monday 6th June 2022

End of term: 
Friday 22nd July 2022


