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Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Bible says to “Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall 
direct your path”.

It is a strange feeling that this is my last newsletter for Eltham CofE, yet I 
do have confidence that as we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, our 
steps and life journeys are guided and ‘made straight’ by God so that we 
are blessed, but moreover that we can therefore be a blessing to others.

Working at Eltham since 2013 has been an amazing blessing, and I 
thank God for bringing me here to be blessed by such a wonderful staff, 
supportive governors, kind and encouraging parents, an incredible 
church, and the most amazing children anyone could possibly ask to 
work with.
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As I look back on the last 8 years, I am proud to reflect on the rebuild of the school, the bi-centenary celebrations, 
expanding to a two form entry school.   But again more importantly, that the school has a rich and exciting curriculum 
designed and delivered by such professional and dedicated staff.  We can rest on the knowledge that the experiences 
that our children will have from the age of 3 until they are 11 years old will be valuable, safe and open them up to 
exciting and incredible possibilities as they go through school and then onto Secondary school and beyond.

And I am excited by the future.  Mrs Rhodes is an excellent Headteacher and will be trusting God and acknowledging 
Him, to direct the school’s path in September.  Miss Gardiner and Mrs Leonard will be supporting her as Deputy 
Headteachers and the whole school staff will continue to work tirelessly to ensure Eltham Church of England is an 
Outstanding school for our children to come and learn and develop their lives.

So finally, may God bless you and thank you for your love and support – Eltham will always have a special place in my 
heart and I look forward to hearing about all of the wonderful things that are going to happen.

With very best wishes
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SIMS PAY IS CHANGING NAMES
The system you use to make payments to school is changing names. From 26th July SIMS Pay will be known as Pay360 
Education Payments.

• The way you make payments will remain the same - you’ll just notice a different logo (Pay360 by Capita) on the login 
page and in the portal.

• The link to log in will be updated to www.pay360educationpayments.com

• When you make a payment, you’ll notice the details on your card statement will show as ‘Pay360*school_name’ 
(rather than ‘Capita*school_name’).

• We would recommend that you add the new email address noreply@pay360educationpayments.com to your 
contacts/whitelist to ensure the emails are not marked as spam

ALPHA CHILDCARE 
Alpha Childcare are running holiday clubs throughout the summer holidays at Eltham Church of England School. Please 
contact them directly if you would like to book.

They are also offering wrap around care when the children return in September.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We are pleased to announce thatclubs will return in September for the children. We have a variety of clubs ranging 
across the year groups. The letter will be sent out the first week back and all clubs can be booked from the 6th 
September. 

DINNER MONEY
Dinner money will stay at £13.75 a week from September. Please pay in advance for your child’s school lunches.

FLU VACCINATION
The School Nursing teamhave confirmed the date of 22nd September for the nasal flu jabs for Reception to Year 6.  A 
parent consent form will be issued the first week of term.

INSET DAY
Children return to school on Thursday 2nd September. Wednesday 1st September is an INSET day. 

From September, The Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory Service will resume the management of 
monitoring pupil attendance.

HOLIDAYS
As schools finish for the summer holidays, we would like to remind parents of the following foreign travel advice:

• To understand the risks in a country, including the latest COVID-19 restrictions (including for entry), follow the 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) Travel Advice.

• To prevent new COVID-19 variants from entering the UK, you should not travel to red list countries.

• To check what they need to do to travel abroad and return to England, or read travel guidance for Scotland, Wales or 
Northern Ireland.

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have recently moved or changed your telephone number please make sure you notify the shcool office so we can 
update our systems.
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FRENCH

Well despite a rather topsy turvy school year, children in years 3 to 6 were able to keep up with their French lessons and 
I couldn’t be prouder of their enthusiasm and progress through online learning and class lessons. All classes have been 
able to practise the four language learning skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing and their recall of common 
words and phrases is growing week by week. 

The big highlight of this half term though was the French WONDER Day on Friday 2nd July.  All children from Nursery to 
Year 6 enjoyed stories about Paris and discovered facts about the French capital’s landmarks. Children in years 4 and 
above particularly enjoyed learning how to play boules and I have been so impressed with the art work produced on the 
day.

I wish the Year 6 children all the very best of luck in their language learning in their new schools and I look forward to 
seeing children in years 1 to 5 in September. 

Do remember that children can access http://www.linguascope.com with the school log in details should they wish to 
keep up with their French vocabulary over the holidays.

Bonnes vacances!

Madame Edwards   

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH



4

SAFEGUARDING

SUMMER HOLIDAY CAMPS
Activ camps are now taking bookings for the summer 
holidays. They have early drop offs and late pick ups and 
you can book the following locations:

• Sherwood Park Primary School (Sidcup)

• Wyborne Primary School (Eltham)

• Bannockburn Primary School (Plumstead)

• Fossdene Primary School (Charlton)

• Gordon Primary School (Eltham)

• Plumcroft Primary School (Eltham)

Please go to their website for details on costs and to book 
the camps:

www.allkidscan.co.uk

Over the Summer holidays, you will no doubt take part in a whole host of fun filled activities! Just a reminder of some 
things which families can do to make sure everyone stays safe over the holidays!

• Slip, slap, slop! Always use sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or higher and check that it protects against UVA and 
UVB. Apply sunscreen to areas not protected by clothing, such as the face, ears, feet and backs of hands. 

• Sunscreen should be reapplied straight after you have been in water – even if it’s “water resistant” – and after towel 
drying, sweating or when it may have rubbed off. 

• Encourage your child to play in the shade – for example, under trees – especially between 11am and 3pm, when the 
sun is at its strongest. 

• Respect the water- Always supervise children swimming. Ensure children only swim between the flags on beaches 
which are supervised by lifeguards. Rip currents can travel up to the same speed as an Olympic swimmer (4.5mph) 
and can pull even the strongest swimmers out to sea! Unexpected waves can quickly knock people off their feet.

• For older children, remind them of the risks of going out on their own- ensure you know where they are going and 
who they will be meeting. 

• Be aware of your child’s digital life- ensure children are using apps and social media safely. 

For further information visit the following websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/staying-safe-away-from-home/

https://rnli.org/safety/respect-the-water

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/safety-in-the-sun/

https://us.norton.com/internetsecurity-kids-safety-parents-best-practices-to-social-media-security.html



5

ART AWARD
“Eltham celebrated its annual Art Award in June with all children producing artwork related to the theme of ‘togetherness’.

Our work, as always, is dedicated to Nick McKerney, a Foundation Governor in the school for many years and a 
passionate supporter of arts education in primary schools. 

Our winners were:

• Kaylan Kemal

• Nalan Demirsoy

• Grace Risdon

• Adrien Agnoli

Congratulations to them all!”

ART AWARD

• Eden Bank

• Zeynep Aydogan

• Kimberley Roman

• Anastasia Grati
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READING FESTIVAL

Informed by robust research evidence, Eltham Church of England held its first ever whole school Reading Festival in 
May. It was a fabulous week celebrating reading for pleasure and allowing time to deeply immerse ourselves in poetry, 
mystery novels and wordless books!

What did our children think?

‘It was amazing. He (Piers Torday) signed my book and was really interested in everything we said. It was a really special 
day for us.’ Year 5 

‘The Last Wild made me questions my attitudes to things.  I realise it’s OK to change your mind.’ Year 6

‘The poem looked hard at first but I tried hard to reflect my feelings. I felt proud of my poem.’ Year 4

‘‘When we heard the bell, we read our books together. ’ Reception

 ‘We wrote posters and put them up in school to find the missing toys but we haven’t found them yet. We spoke to 
different grown ups who helped us.’ Year 2

What did our parents think?

“He was really engaged by the Reading Festival, slightly to my surprise! He really got into the book he was reading and 
enjoyed just being able to sit and read in class each day. His sense of pride at finishing the book was lovely to see.” Year 
6 parent

“Thank you for all the wonderful WOW days, all the exciting work you’ve planned and all your hard work. Our daughter 
has thoroughly enjoyed everything and has really grown in confidence. We can’t thank you enough.” Year 3 parent

“He loved the Mr Penguin book so much we’ve bought another in the series. Thank you for helping us to find such a 
brilliant new author.” Year 1

“I’m so delighted she’s at Eltham. You have got the balance right between formal lessons and giving time to promoting 
reading, the arts and creative learning. This is what I want for my child.” Year 4 parent

“She wished it was a reading festival every week I think. I wanted to thank you all for your effort and energy. I’m so glad 
she’s back where she belongs, with her friends and learning.” Year 5 parent

READING FESTIVAL
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READING FESTIVAL

Eltham Church of England Reading Pledge

Following the success of this event, Eltham Church of England Primary School have developed a Reading Pledge. Its 
aim is to ensure reading for pleasure is establish securely in our children’s lives and within our whole school community. 
By working together, we make a difference.

Strategic aims

• Ensure reading for pleasure is being timetabled and promoted.

• Ensure reading materials are inclusive and representative of the communities we live in.

• Identify a school governor to have special responsibility for reading.

• Ensure the texts which support our taught literacy and reading curriculum are aligned to national curriculum 
expectations, will stimulate enquiry and share new experiences.

• Provide timely and practical support to parents (reading lists, reading workshops, tackling reluctant readers etc)

Classroom aims

• Engage in six reading celebration events each year.

• Make time available for children to share and celebrate their reading choices.

• Provide daily reading to/read aloud activities.

• Provide all children with access to a rich and varied selection of reading materials.

• Ensure the renewal of reading materials reflect children’s preferences.

Families’ aims

• Encourage reading, its importance in our lives and an interest in words.

• Make time to sit and read aloud with your child most days.

• Talk to them about what they have read; predict enquire and praise effort.
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YOUR PTA HAS BEEN VERY BUSY THIS TERM, AND WE ARE GOING TO GET BUSIER!
Thank you all for your on-going support for our events. You sent in 94 black bags of clothes and textiles for Bag2School, 
hundreds of books, and have been very generous on own clothes days. 

Together we have raised just shy of £1700 since May, and this term the vast majority of our fundraising has gone towards 
the planned overhaul of the class libraries. 

On 22nd September the PTA will be hosting a Macmillan coffee morning at school, which will also be our AGM. If you are 
interested in finding out more about us, please do try to come along, or drop us an email to join the mailing list. PTA@
elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk

We have many events already planned for the next school year: Film nights, Christmas shop and fair, more uniform and 
book sales, and even… a whole year away… a summer fair! 

As all lockdown restrictions are lifted, we would like to remind you that we are on easyfundraising, which means you can 
help us by raising free donations when you shop online for things to do.

All you have to do is go to EASYFUNDRAISING.ORG.UK and sign up to support “Eltham CE School Parents 
Association”.

There’s a browser extension you can download, or next time you shop online go through the easyfundraising website or 
App and we’ll receive a free donation at absolutely no cost to you.

A few of the things you might be considering that could raise us some funds:

• Planning unrestricted, fun with family and friends at; Go Ape, Sealife, The National Trust, Bear Grylls Adventure, to 
name a few.

• Exploring the UK beaches with the Trainline, Megabus, Travel Lodge, P&O Ferries, Holiday Inn Express, or 
exploring the green list with lastminute.com, TUI, Thomas Cook, and Expedia.

• Topping up craft supplies with Amazon, eBay, The Works, Wilkos, The Entertainer, and many others.

• Making the garden BBQ friendly at Tesco, The Range, Dunelm, Homebase, Argos, Etsy, TK MaXX - the list goes on.

Even as things start to return to normal, we still really need all the help we can get at the moment and any funds we raise 
will make a big difference to us.

Thank you for your on-going support. We look forward to working with you next year!

Imogen Roose

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
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BUGS AND BUDS

Nursery have had a fantastic half term learning about Bugs & Buds, particularly with our caterpillar lifecycle experience 

and following the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar alongside the growth and metamorphosis of them in our butterfly 

habitat. The children were fascinated with the transformation and really enjoyed observing and describing the changes 

they could see, coming in every morning and heading straight to the butterfly net to look for differences. Well done for 

your fantastic concentration and involvement. 

Throughout the whole year the children have shown such amazing resilience and we are so proud of how far they have 

progressed in such uncertain times. Those who are moving on to Reception will all be sorely missed in September but 

we wish them the very best for their Reception year. 

We very much look forward to welcoming back some of you to Nursery in September and we wish you all a wonderful 

break full of fun and adventures.

Miss Andrews, Mrs Pender and Mr Allonby

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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SUMMER TERM IN NORBITT

What a fast and furious summer term this has been.  North and Corbett have worked very hard this summer term, 

particularly as we work towards being ready for the demands of Year 1.

We have had some amazing experiences this term and even managed to have some very special visitors in!  Firstly 

we met PC Coupe who was kind enough to bring his police van with him.  The children were thrilled to learn about the 

equipment the police used and even got a chance to sit in the van with the sirens on!   We extend our heartfelt thank you 

to PC Coupe.  We had a blast!

We were also lucky enough to have the Wiggly Wild Show visit us along with their extraordinary mini beasts!   This close 

encounter with the animals really generated some lively discussion and some children were very brave despite not being 

keen on the critters on show!  We feel very lucky to have these hands on experiences that really do bring learning to life.

North and Corbett have worked hard on many Maths skills too, money, shape and measuring have all been covered this 

term.  The children were so good at these things that we have begun working on number bonds to 10.  Indeed this is 

something you could work on over the summer in preparation for the Year 1 curriculum.  As we look to Year 1 we have 

also been working on writing for extended periods and also cementing those rules like fingers spaces and full stops.  The 

children have worked really hard on this and are becoming more self-assured by the day.  The children have also worked  

hard on their reading over the course of the year and this is something we are really proud of.  It’s simply wonderful to 

watch as they become fluent readers.  It truly makes us smile every time.  Please do continue to work on sounds and 

reading over the summer, in between enjoying the sun (hopefully).

We want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our parents whom this year have shown support in ways 

we couldn’t have predicted.  The home learning was simply outstanding and we certainly acknowledge that without your 

support and love, the children simply wouldn’t have made such amazing progress.  Learning is definitely about team 

work so from us to you – Thank you.

To our wonderful North and Corbett – you have been amazing!  Your hard work and dedication to making learning fun is 

inspiring.  We will miss you more than we can say, but accept you are all very ready for Year 1.   So please accept our 

thank you for making our time with you simply brilliant.  We are very very proud of you all.  

Love From  

Mrs Griffiths, Miss Gardiner, Mrs D’Cruz, Mrs Luchford, Mrs Ferguson and all te staff.

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION



11

WEATHER
The children have all worked very hard and it is amazing to see their enthusiasm for learning continue up to the end of 
the Year. Our topic has been the weather and we have enjoyed looking at the book ‘The snail and the whale’ by Julia 
Donaldson and looking at the poem ‘The owl and the pussycat’ by Edward Lear in our Literacy lessons. We have found 
out lots of information about humpback whales and created a non-chronological report about them.  

We have enjoyed our WONDER Days this half term. We particularly enjoyed creating some fantastic pieces of weather 
art work using water colours. We had a Buddhism workshop linked to our RE lessons and enjoyed being able to learn 
more about Buddhism. We also had a PE day, which included a mini sports day, and the children competed in lots of 
different sports day races and showed excellent team work and support for each other.  

We have had such a fantastic year in Year 1 and it has been lovely getting to know the children. We are incredibly proud 
of how hard they have worked and their resilient attitudes. We wish them all the best for Year 2 and look forward to 
seeing them in the playground next year to see how they are getting on. We thank you for all of your support over this 
year and hope that you have a lovely Summer.  

Miss Dann and Miss Fryer

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

WONDER DAYS
What an exciting final term it has been in year 2! Although it is sad we are having to say goodbye, we have made 
some fantastic memories. This term we’ve had some fun WONDER days including a PE mini sports day and we got to 
participate in all sorts of races. Next, we had a computing WONDER day, learning all about information technology and 
our favourite ways to use it. We used the beebots and made our own maps around the classroom and programmed them 
to follow it. Finally, we took part in the 2021 art award and made some beautiful shapes wrapped in wool to represent 
how intertwined we all are in year 2 and how much we appreciate each other.

In literacy, we have been looking at the classic book ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’. We used the story to create our 
own set of instructions to make a sandwich, created our own fruit salad and wrote the story with an alternative ending! 
As always, the year 2 children used their imagination throughout and produced some incredible writing. In maths, we 
collected lots of data whilst looking at statistics, creating class tally charts, pictograms and block diagrams. It’s been a 
funny year, but we have definitely made the most of every moment and we wish you all a very restful and happy summer 
holidays. Take care, Miss Bruty and Miss Linge.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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ARTWORK

Year 3 have had a fun-filled half term, with art computing, a visit to the park and several WONDER Days. The children 
created sculptures inspired by the Swiss artist, Giacometti, out of pipe cleaners and tin foil, making them bend into 
different positions. 

The children also had a Maths WONDER day which focussed on measurement and statistics. They had fun measuring 
objects in the classroom and investigating the lengths of their fingers as well as using containers to measure capacity. 
We loved how enthusiastic the children were to participate in the French ‘Jour de Merveille’ and had a great time creating 
our own Ben Heine artwork!

Miss McCarthy and Miss Childs

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

SUMMER TERM
This summer term has been extremely busy across the curriculum for year 4. We have had Science days where we have 
undertaken experiments on the topic of sound, even creating experiments about how to sound proof instruments and 
how instruments make sound. 

With amazing enthusiasm and tenacity, the children have completed carefully thought out pieces of art work for the Art 
Award competition, where the children used prior knowledge of colours and blending to create a David Hockney inspired 
piece of artwork thinking about cool and warm colour palettes. In addition, year 4 have had an astounding French day 
which included: learning about the country; researching landmarks; playing French sports and even creating artwork 
based on an artist.

P.E has been extremely extensive across this term to including sports like football, tennis, cricket and athletics. They 
have been developing and progressing their skills and knowledge of these sports taught showing great passion. 

In particular, the children have also enjoyed writing biographies on inspirational people, which was motivated by our text 
‘Hidden Figures’ which they all thoroughly enjoyed.

We wish all parents and carers a restful and pleasurable summer. Mrs Hayes, Mrs Bailey and Mrs Leonard

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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FORENSIC SCIENTISTS
What a busy and varied half term we have had in Year 5!  It all got very serious 
as we took on the role of Forensic Scientists to investigate a sinister crime 
scene - but who was the prime suspect? Through thorough investigation, 
paying careful attention to detail and examining all the evidence, we finally 
found the culprit - well done Year 5!  

We have also been busy with our Maths shape investigations, and in Science, 
we have been exploring forces including gravity, air resistance (by making 
parachutes!) and what happens to streamlined objects when they hit water.  

Finally, Grace Class have been lucky enough to take part in some wonderful 
sewing lessons with Penny’s Grandma, Olive, and have created some adorable 
felt animals. We are now all looking forward to the summer for a well-earned 
rest! 

Miss Payne and Mrs Fountain

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6
This half term, Year 6 have been very busy. We enjoyed our Activity Week where we had a whole week of fun and 
adventure. On Monday, we took part in a teambuilding day - both classes enjoyed different games and activities. On 
Tuesday, we travelled by coach to Leeds Castle where we participated in an outdoor escape room and Go Ape High 
Ropes. It was scary but loads of fun! This was followed by a sports and orienteering day at Eltham Park South on 
Wednesday. We had  a cross country run, a mini sports day and we had to work together to find clues in order to spell 
out a secret word. On Thursday, we went to Danson Park for water sports (kayaking/sailing) and Friday we were taught 
different circus skills. The week ended with the sleepover!

Additionally, Avery and Roper class have been rehearsing for our Year 6 production of ‘Alice in Wonderland’! We cannot 
wait to perform it!

Written by Ruby Rix and Olivia Doyle (Roper class). 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021 / 2022

Autumn Term

INSET DAYS:
Wednesday 1st September 2021

Pupils Return: 
Thursday 2nd September 2021

Term time: 
Wednesday 1st September 2021 to Friday 22nd October 
2021

Half Term:  
Monday 25th October 2021 – Friday 29th October 2021

INSET DAYS:
Monday 1st November 2021

Pupils return: 
Tuesday 2nd November 2021

End of term: 
Friday 17th December 2021

Christmas holidays: 
Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2021

Spring Term 

Pupils return: 
Tuesday 4th January 2022

Term time: 
Monday 4th January 2022 to Friday 11th February 2022

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022

Pupils return: 
Monday 21st  February 2022

End of term: 
Friday 1st April 2022

Easter holidays: 
Monday 4th April 2022 to Monday 18th April 2022

Summer Term

Pupils return:
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Term time: 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Thursday 26th May 2022

INSET DAYS:
Friday 27th May 2022

May Bank Holiday: 
Monday 2nd May 2021

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June  2022

Pupils return:
Monday 6th June 2022

End of term: 
Wednesday 20th July 2022

INSET DAYS:
Thursday 21st July 2022

Friday 23rd July 2022


