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MESSAGE FROM MRS RHODES 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
And so we find ourselves at the end of our first half term. What a pleasure 

it has been to be able to be together as a community, coming together for 

collective worship and once again meeting together at St Johns. 

 

I am sure, like me, you are all very excited to have a new parish priest 

who is so enthusiastic, engaging and excited about working with the 

school. I am confident that together with my staff, you and your children 

have already benefitted from Rev. Caroline’s care and compassion as the 

church has begun to re-establish its links with the school. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank her for her hard work and support this half 

term. 

 

I have been so impressed by the children’s hard work and dedication to 

their learning and have very much enjoyed popping in and out of classes 

to see the superb work being produced. We are excited to be able to 

share their progress with you at our upcoming parents’ meetings on the 

17th and 18th November. 

 

We are very fortunate to have such a hardworking and dedicated staff team here at Eltham and I would thank 

them all for their support in my first term as Acting Head. However, it is with sadness that we say goodbye to 

Maureen our head cook at the end of this half term. She has been with us since February 2017 when we 

opened our new kitchen but is now retiring to spend more time with her family. We would like to thank Maureen 

for her commitment to the school and will miss her wonderful cooking. 

 

It has been lovely to be involved in the PTA events again this half term and I particularly enjoyed the 

opportunity to speak with some parents at the McMillan coffee morning. Thank you to the core team for all the 

work that goes on behind the scenes to make events such as the uniform sales and film nights such a success. 

 

Finally, I wish all members of our school community, children, parents and staff, a restful, family focussed half 

term break and look forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 2nd November. 

 

Charlie Rhodes 

Acting Headteacher 
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INSET DAY 

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd November. Monday 1st November is an INSET day. 

 
DINNER MONEY 

Dinner money for next term will be £93.50. Please pay in advance for your child’s school lunches via PAY360. 

 
PARENTS EVENING 

Parents evening for nursery will be held on 16th, 17th and 18th of November. For the rest of the school it will be held on 

17th and 18th of November. You will be able to book a slot for your child from 3rd November via ParentMail. 

 
INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS 

Stanley Baker Studios will be taking individual and sibling photos on Friday 12th November. Please ensure your child is 

wearing their winter uniform on this day. If your child normally has PE on a Friday, please send you child in dressed in 

their school uniform rather than PE kit. 

POPPY APPEAL 

From Tuesday 2nd November children will be able to purchase their poppy from the school. 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED 

As part of our fundraising efforts for Children in Need, the school will be holding ‘an own clothes day’ on Friday 19 th 

November 2021. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

The Governing Body have agreed that if a parent has an outstanding debt related to pupil meals then the school reserve 

the right to refuse a place on extra curricula activities, e.g. after school clubs. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSION PROCEDURE – 2022 / 2023 

If your child is due to start primary school in September 2022, you need to complete an on-line application form with the 

council (local authority) where you live. The website page for people living in Greenwich is: 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place 
 

If you are naming Eltham CE School on your application and wish to be considered under our Faith Criteria, please note 

that you must also complete and submit a Supplementary Information Form direct to the School Office. 

The deadline for applications is 15th January 2022. We hold Open Days every Tuesday at 9.30am. To book a place, 

please contact the School Office. 

 
UPCOMING DATES 

• Donation week for Christmas shop  2nd to 5th November (Information to follow) 

• Bookings open for parents evenings  3rd November 

• Individual photos   12th November 

• Book fair   Week commencing 15th November (information to follow) 

• Parents evening   16th (nursery only), 17th and 18th November 

• Own clothes day   19th November (Children in Need) 

• Christmas shop   1st December (information to follow) 

• EYFS nativity   7th December (information to follow) 

• KS1 nativity   8th December (information to follow) 

• Christmas pantomime   9th December (information to follow) 

• Christmas lunch   14th December (information to follow) 

• Christmas Carol Service   15th December (information to follow) 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_schoo
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WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH 

 
FRENCH 

All classes from year 1 to year 6 have weekly French lessons and have got off to a great start with their lesson routines 

and risk-taking in speaking activities. 

 
Year 1 have set off on their French language learning journey as they begin to grapple with comparing French phonics to 

English. I was most impressed when after a couple of lessons learning colours, they were able to identify the colours in a 

French poem on National Poetry Day, so I look forward to their onward progress. 

 
Help yourself homework is available for year 5 & 6 children every Tuesday from the French notice board between the 

year 5 classrooms and should be returned to me during lessons on Mondays. 

 
All children are encouraged to log on to http://www.linguascope.com to support their learning between lessons. The 

username is elthamps and children have been told the password. 

 
Madame Edwards 

MACMILLAN FRIDAY LUNCH! 

FUNDRAISING 

The staff also got involved in fundraising for MacMillan by hosting a lunch on Friday 8 th October. There was lots to choose 

from, including 4 flavours of quiche, sausage rolls, two flavours of soup, two types of bread rolls and four different salads 

- all of which was homemade from scratch. The staff filled their plates and bowls and raised £220 for a great cause. 

 
A special word of gratitude to Madame Edwards who organised this event. She generously donated and prepared all the 

delicious home-cooked dishes. 

http://www.linguascope.com/
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ATTENDANCE FOR AUTUMN TERM 1 

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote and 

celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only is good attendance 

beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also an excellent ‘life skill’. 

 
We use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory Service to 

monitor and support our management of pupil attendance. 

 
Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 

has crossed the threshold, even when all absences have been correctly 

documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline and 

gives the Attendance Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting 

between the school, the parents and the advisory service is convened. 

 
The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is consistently 

above 97% and better still above 97.5% 

 
Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported with a written 

letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns to 

school. 

 
Also, that all holiday will be recorded as unauthorised, however a child’s 

overall attendance will be taken into account when consideration is given to 

the Fast Track procedures. 

Class Attendance 

since September 

2021 

Corbett 95.1 

North 96.8 

Bek 95.6 

Mills 94.8 

Archery 94.5 

Tarn 96.9 

Sherard 96.8 

Shaw-Brooke 97.8 

Nesbit 95.2 

Gregory 96.6 

Chaucer 96.9 

WG Grace 96.7 

Roper 96.7 

Avery 94.2 

TOTAL 96.0 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

 

As the nights draw in, we wanted to share some top tips on supporting your child to walk home safely particularly for our 

Year 5 and 6 children some of whom are walking home alone. 

 
• Apply a reflective strip to their book bag, back pack or clothing. 

• Remind them of ‘Clever Never Goes’ and not going anywhere with anyone should they be approached. 

• Make sure your child knows their home address and ideally the phone number of a trusted adult in case they ever 

become lost. 

• Encourage your child not to use headphones so that they are aware of their surroundings and can hear cars to 

support them crossing roads safely. 

• Remind them about road safety- try not to cross between cars and always look both ways before crossing. 
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SPORTING UPDATE 

We are pleased to report that PE and sport are fully back in our curriculum. Every class has two weekly allocated 

PE slots, one in the MUGA and one in the hall. In addition, we are striving towards improving our children’s health by 

skipping regularly throughout the week. 

We have also introduced some focused coaching. This term Year 6 are learning to play High 5 netball in small groups. 

They thoroughly enjoy the competitive element of this game and playing matches. These sessions will finish with an Intra 

Netball Tournament with all the children participating in December. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

On Tuesday 12th October, we completed the annual cross country event at Eltham Park South. All the children that 

participated demonstrated great resilience and completed the course (approximately 800 metres). Two pupils managed 

to complete the course in under four minutes, a lot quicker than our brave staff that completed the run. 

SWIMMING 

 
Both the Year 5 classes have completed intensive swimming courses at the Eltham Centre. The feedback from these 

sessions has been extremely positive and we are looking to book further sessions in the spring term. The children benefit 

from spending more time in the water and building on their skills from the previous day. 

OTHER SPORTING EVENTS 

We are continuing our links with Metro Judo Club. This term Year 4 have been having weekly judo lessons with Coach 

Darren. The after school club is also very popular. 

We have taken part in two external events. Some girls from Year 6 developed their skills during a tennis workshop at 

Shooter’s Hill College. Reports from the staff supervising the children was extremely positive. We also took part in a Tag 

Rugby tournament. Even though the children did not win, they improved their skills and knowledge of this game. 

There is much more to look forward to next term including the inclusive swimming gala and the start of the girl’s football 

league. A great start to PE and sport at Eltham this term! 

 

 

 

SPORT AT ELTHAM 

EDIBLE PLAYGROUND 

WEED ALL ABOUT IT... 

The children have been busy preparing their year group beds for the planting year ahead. Nursery and Reception 

enjoyed making bird feeders from the sunflowers they grew and Year One cut and sold some mixed herbs. 

 
We are in need of some green fingers, if you are able to help in anyway, maybe to weed or help tidy the garden at all, 

please do let Mrs Luchford know by emailing corbett@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk 

mailto:corbett@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk
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WELL, WE HAVE CERTAINLY HIT THE GROUND RUNNING AT PTA CENTRAL! 

 
First of all, a huge thank you to everyone who contributed for MacMillan day – whether through cake, cash or 

both. We raised £420 and got the fundraising year off to a brilliant start. It was also a real treat to be able to 

gather in the hall again, after so long. 

I’d like to formally welcome the new committee: Alison Hinde (Chair) Payal Montague and Nnedinma 

Umeokafor (vice chairs); Gina Banks and Mariam James (Secretaries) and Lyuba Yeremeko (vice 

Treasurer). 

In the lead up to Christmas there are lots of ways to get involved with fundraising for the school: 

 
• Autumn grab-bags will be sold after school on Friday – numbers are limited. We have baked a LOT of 

gingerbread – get them while you can. 

• Donations Week for the Christmas shop and other fundraisers will be held straight after half term. 

 
• The Christmas Shop will be held in school, early in December, and we are trying to build/make/wrap 

approximately 2000 small gifts ready for your children to buy for their loved ones. If you feel you can offer 

any time in the next few weeks to help with this, please do get in touch. 

• Raffle tickets will be coming home next half-term, with some lovely prizes up for grabs. 

 
• Christmas cards/mugs/tags templates have been sent home. These must be returned on 2nd November 

to allow the company time to print and return everything before Christmas. 

• Finally, if you are shopping online, please consider using EASYFUNDRAISING. There are thousands of 

retailers offering donations via this site – from John Lewis to eBay, via Sainsbury’s. Even if your donation 

is a few pence, it makes a huge difference in the long run. 

• Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and search for Eltham CE School Parents Association. Add us as 

your cause, download the add-on for your browser (or use the app if on an iPad or Phone), and your 

donations will trickle in. It’s a really simple way to support us every time you shop online. 

Thank you for your continued support of the PTA. We really do appreciate every little bit. If you want to get in 

touch, please email us on ElthamCofEPTA@gmail.com and one of the team will get back to you. 

Imogen Rose 

Treasurer 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
mailto:ElthamCofEPTA@gmail.com
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WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS 

OURSELVES 

Hope class have had a fantastic first half term in Nursery and have settled really well. We have had a blast getting to 

know each other, making new friends and exploring lots of new activities. For our topic of ‘Ourselves’ we brought in 

family photos to discuss who is in our family and show our family off to our friends, with the photos now being on display 

in our home corner. We read ‘Hair Love’ by Matthew A. Cherry which inspired our self portraits and explored ‘Owl Babies’ 

by Martin Waddell and made our own owl babies using autumnal colours. Most recently we learned about different 

patterns such as spots, stripes and zig-zags through ‘My Mum and Dad Make Me Laugh’ by Nick Sharratt. We have had 

a brilliant time playing and learning for the past seven weeks, so we wish you a restful half term ahead of a busy term 

leading up to Christmas - our next topic will be ‘Celebrations’. Keep up the chatting and independence at home! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION 

AUTUMN TERM IN NORBITT 

The children particularly enjoyed our Doctors and Nurses WONDER Day. The children dressed up as different NHS 

workers, such as Doctors, Nurses, Surgeons and even Midwives. The children have been enjoying the ‘Ourselves’ topic, 

where they painted self-portraits, brought in baby photos and learnt all about skeletons! 

Both classes have been working very hard on their Phonics, Handwriting and Maths work too. The children have been 

learning their letters and sounds through the Jolly Phonics programme. 

As part of Black History Month and National Poetry Day, the children learnt and performed a poem called The Naming 

Ceremony by Moira Andrews. The poem was inspired by a naming ceremony for baby Ashanti that Moira attended and 

combined two different cultures. 

After half term our topic is ‘Transport’. If you have any pictures, books or items of interest on this topic we would love to 

see them! Well done North and Corbett. We hope you have a lovely half term break! 
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WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1 

 

We are so proud of Bek and Mills for how well and quickly they have settled into Year 1 and it has been lovely to get to 

know them all. This half term our Literacy and Creative Curriculum activities have been about the farm. We have been 

reading ‘Farmer Duck’ by Martin Waddell and have been busy learning about the different types of farms and jobs a 

farmer has to do. We are looking forward to our trip to Mudchute farm on the 5th November. 

 

We have enjoyed our PE sessions this half term focussing on running and gymnastics. We have proved to be champion 

gymnasts when using the equipment in the hall. We also visited the edible playground and enjoyed picking herbs 

including rosemary, thyme and sage. 

 

As part of our work around Black History Month, we have been reading some lovely books in Guided Reading called So 

Much by Trish Cooke and the Mega Magic Hair Swap by Rochelle Humes. We have been talking about how we all have 

things that make us similar and different and how this is what makes us special, unique and exciting. 

 

We wish you a lovely half term break! 

 

Miss Dann and Miss Fryer 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

It has been an exciting half term in year 2. To celebrate Black History Month, Archery and Tarn have been reading the 

book Look Up! by Nathan Bryon. We really enjoyed the story all about a girl named Rocket who wanted to see a meteor 

shower. We also learnt interesting facts from inside the book about Mae Jemison who was the first African American 

woman who went into space (despite being afraid of heights!).  We created posters with facts about her including 

interesting information about her hobbies, her family and her childhood. We also used the iPads to research about 

meteor showers and created posters to display what we learnt. Year 2 really enjoyed learning about Mae Jemison and 

reading about Rocket. 

Miss Linge and Miss Bruty 
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WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3 

SCIENCE 

This term year 3 have taken part in various activities in science and the creative curriculum that have improved their 

knowledge on ‘Light and Shadow’ and ‘The Rainforest’. The children have been able to draw around shadows to explore 

how light affects their movement, as well as practising their map work and geography skills. 

For National Poetry Day, they read ‘The Hope-O-Potamus’ and came together to make our own resilience hippopotamus 

to go onto our display and remind them about why they should be resilient. In guided reading, we read a lovely text by 

Malorie Blackman that the children really enjoyed called ‘Betsy Biggalow the Detective’. The children loved finding out 

what had happened to Betsy’s Teddy and were able to present what they had found out to the whole class. As well as all 

of this fun reading, the year 3s got to read with their paired year 1 class for the first time as they’re reading buddies for 

the year. 

Year 3 have also been writing some beautiful setting descriptions that focus on the rainforest from our text ‘The Great 

Kapok Tree’. The children have been really enjoying using their senses, similes and extended noun phrases to give really 

detailed descriptions. 

Miss Childs and Miss McCarthy 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4 

AUTUMN TERM 
This autumn term has been extremely busy for year 4, especially in PE. 

We enjoyed a tennis lesson with tennis coach Aaron- the children learned new  

techniques and enjoyed  developing their tennis skills. As well as this, Year 4 have been very fortunate to learn Judo every 

Monday. We’ve been learning how safely work with our partners to throw and hold them down. The children have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning these techniques and practicing on their peers and even on some of the teachers! 
 

As part of our work around Black History Month we looked at Windrush Child by John Agard for National poetry day and 

wrote our own versions of the poem.  In Guided Reading we have looked at 'A good Weekend' by Theresa Lola. We looked 

at the theme of happiness within her poem and had a go at writing our own free verse poems about being happy.  
 

We have had a very creative Wonder Day for Literacy and Art where the children had a great time creating artistic blow art 

of volcanoes. They were also able to, with great enthusiasm and excitement, create successful exploding volcanoes! 

 

We have really enjoyed our jam-packed first half term in Year 4 and we all hope you have a relaxing half term.  

Mrs Bailey, Mrs D’Cruze and Mrs Gammon. 
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WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5 

EARTH AND SPACE 

This half term, Year 5 have been studying Earth and Space in Science. We have been looking at simulations of the orbit 

of the Earth around the Sun, and making metre-long diagrams to show the relative distances between the planets in our 

Solar System. 

In Literacy, the children made 3D representations of the island where Michael (the main character from our text this term, 

Kensuke’s Kingdom) is shipwrecked. They imagined themselves as Michael, waking up on the shore of the island and 

were inspired to write some fantastic descriptions using all their learning about descriptive techniques. 

On the island, Michael meets Kensuke Ogawa, who was shipwrecked there many years before. The excitement was 

palpable as the children researched all the evidence available to write Kensuke’s Biography. They watched news report 

videos, examined school reports, read old letters and looked at family photos. 

We wish you all a restful half term break. 

 
Mrs Fountain and Miss Payne 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6 

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6 

Year 6 have had busy and productive start to the half term. We have studied two different texts, Rose Blanche by Ian 

McKewan and illustrated by Roberto Innocenti, and Suffragette by David Roberts. We wrote in a variety of styles from 

diary entries to formal letters of complaint, and produced art work responding the metaphor of the changing seasons. 

In Science we have been following Carl Linneas’ lead and classifying plants and animals using Classification Keys. This 

has given us the opportunity to get out into the Edible Playground and look at the plants right on our doorstep, as well as 

plant some seeds for the winter season. 

We have really been enjoying our reading for pleasure sessions, as well as trips to the Library and author visits. Look out 

for book recommendations coming your way! 

Mrs Grattan and Miss Feeney 
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021 / 2022 
 

 

Autumn Term 

Term time: 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 to Friday 22nd October 

2021 

 
Half Term: 

Monday 25th October 2021 – Friday 29th October 2021 

 
INSET DAYS: 

Monday 1st November 2021 

 
Pupils return: 

Tuesday 2nd November 2021 

 
End of term: 

Friday 17th December 2021 

 
Christmas holidays: 

Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2021 

 

 
Spring Term 

Pupils return: 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 
Term time: 

Monday 4th January 2022 to Friday 11th February 2022 

 
Half-term holiday: 

Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022 

 
Pupils return: 

Monday 21st February 2022 

End of term: 

Friday 1st April 2022 

 
Easter holidays: 

Monday 4th April 2022 to Monday 18th April 2022 

Summer Term 

Pupils return: 

Tuesday 19th April 2022 

 
Term time: 

Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Thursday 26th May 2022 

 
INSET DAYS: 

Friday 27th May 2022 

 
May Bank Holiday: 

Monday 2nd May 2021 

 
Half-term holiday: 

Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June 2022 

 
Pupils return: 

Monday 6th June 2022 

 
End of term: 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 

 

 
INSET DAYS: 

Thursday 21st July 2022 

Friday 23rd July 2022 


