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Dear Parents and Carers, 

At has been lovely to be able to take part in a number of 
Christmas activities this term and we thank you for joining us 
for these events and for changing plans last minute as we 
try to mitigate as much risk as possible.  The children have 
had a number of wonderful opportunities and taken part in 
some excellent learning opportunities and I know you will 
enjoy reading all about their activities this half term in our 
forthcoming Newsletter. 

This term we were very sad to say farewell to Mrs Miller who 
is relocating to the Cotswolds.  She has been an amazing 
asset to the office team and has been a superb liaison 
between the school and parents and we will miss her dearly. 
However, we wish her well as she enjoys the next chapter of 
her life. Mrs Day will be leaving the Early Years Team (North 
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class) to take up a position in the office and I am sure she will enjoy getting to know more of 
our families within the school. Mrs Jones has settled well into Corbett class this term and we 
look forward to welcoming Mrs Cheek (from Mills Class) to the EYFS team in January. 

Thank you for all your well wishes and gifts this term and we thank you for continuing to trust 
the staff team to make difficult decisions throughout the ever changing landscape of COVID. 

Lastly may I wish you all a peaceful and restful Christmas break.  May God bless the time 
you have with your families and friends this year and we look forward to welcoming you all 
back on Tuesday 4th January 2022.
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SPRING TERM
Chidren return to school on Tuesday 4th January 2022.

DINNER MONEY
Dinner money for next term will be £79.75. Please pay in advance for your child’s school lunches via PAY360.

CHILDREN IN NEED
As part of our fundraising efforts for Children in Need, the school held ‘an own clothes day’ on Friday 19th November 
2021. We managed to raise £545.22 in donations. Thank you for being so generous.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
A separate letter has been sent to the parents of pupils in Years 1 – 6 regarding the after school clubs we are able to 
offer next term.

We have had to make some slight changes, predominately regarding restricting year groups to each club and also to let 
you know that the clubs will only run for 9 weeks and not the usual 10 (the cost of clubs has been adjusted). Full details 
on the letter.

Bookings open on Tuesday 4th January 2022, clubs will start week commencing Monday 10th January and end week 
commencing Monday 14th March. To book a club you will have to access your Pay360 account.

HOLIDAY FOOD AND FUN
Holiday Food and Fun is back to give children and young people a Christmas to remember! Using money from the 
Department of Education, there are free, funded holiday club spaces available for eligible children and young people.

If your child is aged between 4 and 16, and receives or is eligible for free school meals, they’ll be able to claim a spot at 
one of our participating clubs. More information can be found here.

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSION PROCEDURE – 2022 / 2023
If your child is due to start primary school in September 2022, you need to complete an on-line application form with the 
council (local authority) where you live. The website page for people living in Greenwich is: 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place

If you are naming Eltham CE School on your application and wish to be considered under our Faith Criteria, please note 
that you must also complete and submit a Supplementary Information Form direct to the School Office.

The deadline for applications is 15th January 2022. 
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CURRICULUM UPDATE

READING PLEDGE 2021
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our Reading Pledge so brilliantly this term. The children have 
certainly responded positively to the reinvestment made in our book corners and our increasing reading for pleasure 
timetable. Some of the results of the children’s recent Reading survey are shown below.

• 92% of children describe the range of books in their book corners as better than last year

• 88% of children described the number of books in the books corner as better than last year

• 84% of children said they are reading most days (compared with 79% in January 2020)

• 86% of children said they would like to read more (compared with 76% in January 2020)

• 78% of children said they sometimes, often or always read with an adult at home (compared with 76% in January 
2020) 

In her recent visit, our lead governor for Reading, Ms Irina Jarrett-Thorpe, made the following observations:

• ‘It was an impressive morning, learning directly from the children how the school is supporting their reading’

• ‘Upgrading the school book collections is playing a critical role in developing children’s love for literature and their 
reading and spelling knowledge. Book corners reflect the ethnic and social diversity of our pupils and have plenty of 
books to encourage reluctant readers to have a go’

• ‘I was completely amazed at how wonderfully children with significant language based SEN were supported by 
specialists’

• ‘I would like to thank all the teachers and TAs for all their wonderful work they put in every day; their passion for 
inspiring our children and bringing them new and exciting opportunities has been invaluable’.

REMEMBRANCE 
Children from the Worship Committee represented Eltham Church of England at the Remembrance Day event at St 
John’s Church on 11th November. The children met with Margaret Taylor, a local historian and friend to the school, who 
told the children about the Sloper brothers who had once attended the school as young boys. Robert Sloper built the 
stone arches at the front of our school building before leaving to fight in the First World War. Sadly, he and his brothers 
never returned to Eltham as they were all killed in action.  We remember their service and lives with gratitude. Margaret 
Taylor will  be working with us in the Spring term to develop a new local history teaching unit which will allow our unique 
history to be remembered and celebrated.    



4

CURRICULUM UPDATE

OUR CREATIVE CURRICULUM, THEMED WEEKS AND WONDER DAYS
The National Curriculum Framework 2014 is central to our transdisciplinary creative curriculum and every pupil is 
taught in line with those expectations. However, Eltham’s unique curriculum also includes learning opportunities that are 
designed to support our values and reflect our local communities. We retain the flexibility to respond to our children’s 
changing interests and the developing world around them and have an active curriculum review and quality assurance 
process to ensure a consistently high quality provision.

Our curriculum is enhanced further through a regular programme of themed weeks and WONDER days. So far we have 
celebrated a number of themed weeks:

• Design Week, October 2018

• Adventure Learning Week, April 2019

• International Performing Arts Week, June 2019

• HOW? Week, October 2019

• Reading Festival, May 2021

We are currently  busy planning our sixth themed week: MATHS IS MAGIC. This will be held wc 24 January 2022 and 
will have a focus on reasoning, problem solving and logical thinking. We have a number of visitors joining us in school, 
will be launching a whole school Maths competition and the week will finish with a ‘Wear a Pattern to School’ dress up 
day. 

CURRICULUM WORKING PARTY
We are always happy to hear parent and carer feedback on our curriculum; over the years this has had a very positive 
impact for which we are grateful. Next year, we will be creating a Curriculum Working Party  for parents who have an 
interest in assisting in our curriculum review process. This group is likely to meet about once a term, in the early evening. 
Please email your class teacher if you are interested in taking part or would like some more information. 
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SAFEGUARDING

ONLINE SAFETY

With Christmas fast approaching and children potentially receiving electronics as presents we would like to remind 
parents about online safety.  Childnet talks about ten key messages that should be shared with children:

“You can always come to me if you need help.”

“What would you do if this happened…?”

“Remember that not everyone is who they say they are online.”

“Keep your personal information safe, and other people’s too.”

“Be respectful to others online.”

“Think before you post.”

“Remember to ask if it’s okay.”

“Remember not everything is true online.”

“The things other people post online might not always show what their life is really like.”

“Recognise how going online makes you feel and take a break when you need to.”

Please use this link to see parents guides and resources: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

This link provides more information and as you scroll down the page there is the option to book a free online safety 
webinar. 

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote and 
celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only is good attendance 
beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory Service to 
monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold, even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline and 
gives the Attendance Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting 
between the school, the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is consistently 
above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported with a written 
letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns to 
school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however a child’s 
overall attendance will be taken into account when consideration is given to 
the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR Autumn 2 TERM Class Attendance 
since September 
2021
Corbett 96.3

North 93.9

Bek 96.4

Mills  95.4

Archery 96.4

Tarn 97.1

Sherard 96.2

Shaw-Brooke 97.0

Nesbit 95.7

Gregory 94.9

Chaucer 97.1

WG Grace 97.1

Roper 96.4

Avery 94.4

TOTAL 96.0
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SPORT AT ELTHAM 

SPORTING UPDATE
PE continues to have a positive focus at Eltham with all classes completing two PE lessons per week and additional 
skipping. To support the development of golf skills in Year 3, we had a visiting professional from Blackheath Golf Club. 
Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 benefitted from gymnastics training with a qualified coach, Mr Burton. He was very impressed 
with the skills demonstrated in all the lessons he taught. In the Spring Term, we will continue to offer all the children a 
wide range of weekly PE activities with an INSET focus on Dance. Intensive swimming will take place in February and 
March for pupils in Year 4.

JUDO
Year 4’s judo lessons finsished with a fantastic tournament that gave all children the opportunity to demonstrate their 
holds and throws. The Sensei was very complimentary of the children in Year 4 and of the children that attend the judo 
after-school club. Judo will continue with Year 5 in the Spring Term  and the after school club will continue to run.

FOOTBALL
On the 3rd December, we entered a team in the EFL Cup, held at CAFC Training Ground. Mrs Jebson and Mrs 
Cunningham accompanied the team. The boys played four matches; they won three and lost one. Unfortunately, they 
missed out on a quarter final place by just one point. The feedback from the event was extremely positive, the boys 
demonstrated excellent teamwork and were really encouraging to each other, Mrs Jebson and Mrs Cunningham were so 
proud! 

Our girl’s football team played their first three matches in the football league. It was the first time they played together 
as a team and they did brilliantly. We have encouraged the girls to join Ms Feeney’s after school club to get some more 
practise together. The boy’s football league starts in January. Boys that are interested in playing for the team will be 
invited to trial.

FRENCH
French lessons can be quite noisy at times as children are encouraged to try out their new learning with each other in 
speaking activities. Year 5 showed great maturity in giving well-considered feedback to their speaking partners when 
asking and answering questions about what rooms there are/are not in their ideal houses. Year 6 are using the same 
negative phrase skills to manipulate answers about the weather, so their bravery with grammar and adapting language 
is really growing. Year 3 children were so excited when they went to Reception to share their wonderfully adapted Very 
Hungry Caterpillar books.  

The term finished with most classes learning about the Nativity in French or Christmas traditions around the world. There 
was some shock to discover that children in several countries have to wait until 6th January (Epiphany) to receive their 
presents. 

A reminder that all children have access to http://www.linguascope.com (username: elthamps - children should know that 
password.) I wish you all a “Joyeux Noël” in whatever way your families choose to celebrate the festive season.

Madame Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH
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TO SAY THAT THE PTA HAVE HAD A BUSY TERM WOULD BE SOMEWHAT OF AN UNDERSTATEMENT.
Since September we have organised, stocked, staffed and cleared up after more than 12 events, ranging 
from MacMillan afternoon tea, through all the pop-up after school sales to the all-day extravaganza of the 
children’s Christmas Shop. 

Recent projects supported by the PTA have included the Anomaly Screen in the playground, a generous 
donation towards all the new books in the classrooms, a Storyteller who is booked for spring term, and 
various items as requested by teachers. We will be supplying some new wet play items for those rainy days 
and are working towards being able to have a summer fair, if we get enough volunteers! 

Of course, we couldn’t do it without the generous support of you all. Every Christmas card designed, school 
jumper bought, every filmnight attended – they all make a small but significant difference. THANK YOU for 
supporting our endeavours. Seeing the funds raised go towards enriching the school days of all our children 
makes it worthwhile!

A huge and special thank you is due to the core members who work so hard, literally every day, keeping on 
top of all the various events.

Please see below for our upcoming dates in the New Year – we will hit the ground running (Covid allowing).

Also, if you are clearing out after Christmas, please put aside any outgrown Christmas Jumpers and kids 
Fancy-Dress outfits for our collection in early January. 

If you want to contact us, or join the mailing list for helpers, please email ElthamCofEPTA@gmail.com, 
and to support us just a little more when you shop online, please go to EASYFUNDRAISING.ORG.UK and 
search Eltham CE Parents Association.

On behalf of the PTA Team, I’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year.

Imogen 

Treasurer and Year 4 mum

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

UPCOMING DATES:

January

6th and 7th 3:30-5pm - New Year’s 
Discos

10th Christmas Jumper collection

February

Pop-up Teddy Tombola after 
school

Break the Rules Day

March

5p Challenge begins

April

Quiz Night
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CELEBRATIONS

Hope class had a wonderful half term learning all about ‘Celebrations’ this half term. We packed in lots of learning all 

about Bonfire Night, Diwali, Remembrance Day, weddings, birthdays and finally Christmas. The children particularly 

enjoyed the week on Birthdays and developing their Maths knowledge through baking Kipper the dog’s birthday cake, 

using cups to measure and their gross motor skills through the stirring. 

The children have been so excited in the lead up to Christmas with lots of playing in Mrs Claus’ kitchen, making 

Christmas cards and sending our letters off to Father Christmas to name just a few things. An absolutely HUGE well 

done and congratulations is in order to Nursery for their wonderful singing in the EYFS nativity; we are sure you will 

agree that they did an amazing job!

Over the holidays, don’t forget to keep practising your independence at home with your coats, zips, gloves etc, as you 

have all been doing so well. We are all very proud of you! Lastly, have a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

The Nursery Team

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS

AUTUMN TERM IN NORBITT
This half term has been a very busy one for Reception. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed our Transport Topic and have 
especially enjoyed Pirate Day and a recent Trip to Eltham 
Fire Station. The team showed us around the yard, talked 
us through all the equipment they use and we got to watch 
them spray the hose. We had a visit from the Naughty bus 
who wrecked havoc in the classroom. Closely followed by 
Naugthy Elf who was even more mischievous.  

Reception were amazing during their Nativity Performance. 
They made all of the staff and their families proud. Well 
done, you have definitely deserved your Christmas break! We hope you all have a fabulous Christmas.

In Spring our topic will be ‘Food’. 

From the Reception Team

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION
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KINGS AND QUEENS
What a lot of fun we have had this half term! Our teachers are very proud of us.  We have learnt all about Kings and 
Queens in our topic lessons, our bodies in science, the Nativity characters in RE, football and gymnastics in PE, 
numbers and animals in French, as well as many other things. We really enjoyed our farm trip at the beginning of this half 
term to Mudchute farm and loved seeing and learning about all of the animals. We also had a fun Kings and Queens day 
where we dressed up in our royal outfits, learnt all about Queen Elizabeth I and II, as well as Kings and Queens across 
the world. We painted some fantastic portraits of Queen Elizabeth II using water colours. We performed our Nativity at St 
John’s church and did super actions and singing. We loved being stars and glittering around the church. 

We look forward to the Spring Term when we will be learning all about the Great Fire of London. We hope you all have a 
brilliant Christmas break and we wish you all a very happy New Year. 

Miss Fryer, Miss Dann, Mrs Cheek, Mrs Bernard, Mrs Leung and Mrs Malia

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

ANTARCTICA
It has been a very busy and exciting half term in year 
2 and we have been very proud to put on our own 
production of the Nativity. The children have worked 
so hard to remember their lines, remember the song 
lyrics and also the actions. We are incredibly proud of 
all their hard work and the two final performances were 
outstanding. 

As part of our topic, we have been learning all about 
Antarctica. The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning 
all about emperor penguins and how they survive the 
harsh Antarctic winters and protect their precious egg. 
In literacy, we have used our knowledge to write diary 
entries, setting descriptions and a persuasive leaflet to 
encourage people to visit Antarctica. Alongside this, we 
also designed, created and evaluated our very own ice 
lollies. The children used a range of fruit and juice to 
create their own individual lollies which we then got to 
enjoy.

It has been a really fun, jam-packed half term and we 
would like to thank you for your continued support. We 
hope you enjoy a restful Christmas break! 

Miss Bruty and Miss Linge

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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CHOCOLATE DAY

How lucky were year 3 to celebrate Chocolate Day as a year group! The children brought in fantastic chocolate creations 
that they had made at home and got to enjoy them whilst watching the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory film together. 
We sampled a variety of chocolate types and reviewed them. The children then surveyed each other and used a graph 
to show which flavours were the most popular. They also wrote detailed acrostic poems using incredible descriptive 
language. Some children even challenged themselves to rhyme their poems too! 

In the last days of term, the children have been working on our ‘Delightful Decorations’ design and technology unit. 
They have appraised some existing decorations, practiced cutting skills and tried out a running stitch and an overstitch. 
The children will get to take their decorations home for their own Christmas trees! We wish all our families a Happy 
Christmas.

Miss Childs and Miss McCarthy

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

AUTUMN TERM
In year 4 we have had a fantastic half term and the children have worked really hard. We enjoyed doing our Roman drill 
with the fabulous shields that the children made at half term. 

We have had two wonder days on programming algorithm in Scratch to animate a Viking raid and circuits and conductors 
day where we welcomed Hands on Science to lead a workshop. 

To end this half term, we have created amazing light up table decorations using our knowledge of circuits in DT. 

From all of us in Year 4, we wish you a very safe and Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the new year. 

Mrs Bailey, Mrs D’Cruze and Mrs Gammon. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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EARTH AND SPACE 
What a busy half term it’s been in Year 5! What started off as a seemingly innocent exploration of the novel Oliver 
Twist by Charles Dickens soon turned into a shocking crime scene, where the children were thrown in at the deep end, 
and had the grim task of identifying the victim, searching for clues and interviewing a key eyewitness. Their excellent 
journalistic skills were demonstrated in some fantastic and thoroughly gripping Newspaper Reports. 

In Maths, the children have been working on developing their reasoning skills using multiples and factors. How do you 
know that a number is a multiple of 3? How do you know it is a multiple of 5? We have learned lots of tips and tricks to 
help us!

Finally, in Creative Curriculum, we have learned all about the Industrial Revolution and put what we learned to good use 
by making a fun selection of working movable CAM toys. Now it’s time for a well-earned rest!

Mrs Fountain and Miss Payne

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6
We have been lucky enough to head out of school regularly this half term. At Southwark Cathedral, Year 6 experienced 
Pilgrimage, imagining that they were making the journey to Canterbury Cathedral. They took on lots of different roles and 
considered the reasons why people would undertake pilgrimage. During an active afternoon of PE in Eltham Park South, 
we saw a full double rainbow overhead, while just about avoiding the heavy rain showers, and we have continued our 
bi-weekly visits to the Library. Lots of children have found books that they have really enjoyed reading – perhaps make a 
visit during the holidays?       

In class, the children have done lots of work on fractions, making sure the foundation of their understanding is really 
secure. They have been practicing listening and collaborating skills in a debate about whether Sophie should be allowed 
to stay with Charles or not. Science has been all about light, with lots of exploration with mirrors, torches and even 
models of the eye. And finally, in Creative Curriculum, we have had all eyes on France, looking at both its Geography 
and History. We wish all our families a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year.

Mrs Grattan and Miss Feeney

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021 / 2022

Spring Term 

Pupils return: 
Tuesday 4th January 2022

Term time: 
Monday 4th January 2022 to Friday 11th February 2022

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022

Pupils return: 
Monday 21st  February 2022

End of term: 
Friday 1st April 2022

Easter holidays: 
Monday 4th April 2022 to Monday 18th April 2022

Summer Term

Pupils return:
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Term time: 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Thursday 26th May 2022

INSET DAYS:
Friday 27th May 2022

May Bank Holiday: 
Monday 2nd May 2021

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June  2022

Pupils return:
Monday 6th June 2022

End of term: 
Wednesday 20th July 2022

INSET DAYS:
Thursday 21st July 2022

Friday 23rd July 2022


