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I can hardly believe another half term is over, and what an 
amazing few weeks it has been.  The children have benefitted 
from visitors such as the History Man in Year 5, The Puzzle 
company for puzzles and escape rooms for the whole school 
and Nathan Timothy from the Songwriting Charity in Year 6.  

The children in Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their two days 
writing songs on the theme of anti-bullying.  Check them out 
here: 

Don’t Let Them Bring You Down - Eltham C of E Primary - 
Year 6

Run Away - Eltham C of E Primary School
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Continued on the next page...

This half term, Mrs Bailey and Mrs Gardiner-Tribe have been busy qualifying to be KS2 and 
KS1 moderators for the Borough and after a tough assessment day online each, passed 
the tests and will now be going out to other schools to moderate assessments on behalf of 
Greenwich – well done ladies!

We have enjoyed some virtual collective worship times this half term where our value has 
been love.  With it being Children’s mental health week this week we have also been talking 
about how we can look after our mental health in the same way as we look after our physical 
health.  We have been particularly thinking about a verse from 1 Peter: 

“Cast all your anxieties on him because he cares for you”

1 Peter 5:7

Thank you so much for your feedback on our fantastic Maths is Magic Week.  We had a fair 
number of responses to our parent google form which was lovely to share with teachers who 
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work tirelessly to make these Themed weeks run smoothly alongside their usual classroom 
duties.

Charlie Rhodes

Acting Headteacher

RECEPTION PARENTS: “Really good concept”

YEAR 1 PARENTS: “It was great to see how creative the children were. Their teachers are definitely doing 
something right.” “My son come back from school so excited and tell me about what he learnt and what he 
does all day at school.”

YEAR 2 PARENTS: “Both our children enjoyed maths is magic week. They were fully engaged with the topic 
& it was good to see our older child teaching & helping her brother.” “Both of my children were really excited 
and engaged with all the activities taking place. They especially loved the workshops and making their own 
games, plus they couldn’t wait to share the details of their exciting days during this week. It’s the most vocal 
I’ve seen them in ages regarding anything school related. It refreshed their love of learning! And was a much 
needed boost after the last few years. Thank you!”

YEAR 3 PARENTS: “Thank you for another great Wow Week. We appreciate all of the effort, thought and 
time it takes to make such a fun learning experience to enrich the children’s learning in these ways.” “Just a 
big thank you. My daughter was highly engaged all week and really quite sad this morning because it was no 
longer Maths is Magic week at school! The activities were so broad, diverse and stimulating. Another brilliant 
learning week from school - we’re very lucky and very grateful.”

YEAR 4 PARENTS: “It was amazing! The children came home buzzing.” “Very good initiative by the school. 
Promotes creativity and problem solving skills.”

YEAR 5 PARENTS: “My daughter really enjoyed the week came home each night full of excitement.” “Really 
engaged my daughter & turned maths fun.”

YEAR 6 PARENTS: “It was very well done and coordinated and it was lovely to be able to see all of the 
children’s work.” “It was very fun and a lovely way to get the children involved in thinking outside of the box 
with maths.” 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SPRING TERM
Chidren return to school on Monday 21st February 2022.

DINNER MONEY
Dinner money for next term will be £82.50. Please pay in advance for your child’s school lunches via 
PAY360.

FREE HOLIDAY MEALS
Free lunches will be available for children across the borough during half-term. Meals will be available 
Monday to Friday during the week, from February 14th – February 18th. Healthy lunches can be collected 
at libraries and adventure play centres, with no sign up required.  Serving times and days vary. For more 
information including serving times and a list of locations, please click here.

UPCOMING DATES
The Great Fire of London Workshop  23rd February 2022 

Year 6 trip to Chislehurst caves   3rd March 2022

Parents evening    23rd March and 24th March 2022

Road safety talks for EYFS   21st and 22nd February 2022

NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe assemblies 22nd February 2022

Last day of term     1st April 2022

Easter holidays     4th April to 18th April 2022

Children return     19th April 2022

Two day celebration for Platinum Jubilee 

and Commonwealth    

INSET DAY     27th May 2022

May half term     30th May to 3rd June 2022

Children return     6th June 2022

NEWS FROM THE PTA
It’s been a busy half term for the PTA, with a uniform sale, Popcorn day, and Teddy Tombola all doing very 
well. The popcorn sale, in particular, was a runaway success - watch out for more snack sales after school!

Thank you for supporting our efforts with your donations of Christmas jumpers and dressing up clothes. We 
will be collecting these all year, should you find any that no longer fit. 

Unfortunately, we have run out of storage space in the basement for school uniform, so can only accept 
summer dresses and school jumpers at this time. Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Last but not least, a HUGE thank you to Mr Curtis, who donated some vintage Cabbage Patch Dolls from his 
family to the PTA. They have found new homes all over the UK via eBay! 

We have some great plans afoot leading up to Easter. If you have any questions or would like to be part of 
the PTA mailing list, please email us on ElthamCofEPTA@gmail.com.

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

25th and 26th May 2022
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SAFEGUARDING

ROAD SAFETY

Please be aware we have, yet again, had several incidents with children being involved in near misses with cars at 
the start of the school day over the past few weeks.

We have organised for the borough’s Road Safety Team to come and do sessions with all classes from years 1 - 6 
this week and reception after half term and are asking that you continue to play your part too. 

It is imperative that adults driving to school make use of the nearby car-parks in Lidl, Marks and Spencer, Orangery 
Lane and the Eltham Centre (most of which are free to use in the morning). There is also free parking at this time 
on surrounding residential roads, please be considerte and avoid parking across driveways. We encourage you 
and your children to make use of the crossing patrol at the end of Orangery Lane. 

Please do not cross directly in front of the school gate – use the zebra crossing a few metres away, this will also 
help educate your child of the correct place to cross the road.

Children must not be let out of cars at kerbside opposite the gates; this is where we are often seeing near misses 
with oncoming vehicles. Oncoming traffic cannot see children crossing in front of or behind cars which have pulled 
to the side of the road. 

Mr Curtis will continue to place cones outside and be present at the gate, however he is not a crossing patrol, he 
cannot be relied upon to get your children across the road, particularly if you are running late to school which is 
when we sometimes see children rushing.

We thank you all for your understanding and support in helping to ensure our children remain safe.

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote and 
celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only is good attendance 
beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory Service to 
monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold, even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline and 
gives the Attendance Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting 
between the school, the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is consistently 
above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported with a written 
letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns to 
school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however a child’s 
overall attendance will be taken into account when consideration is given to 
the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SPRING 1 TERM Class Attendance 
since September 
2021
Corbett 94.2

North 96.7

Bek 96.8

Mills  95.3

Archery 96.5

Tarn 97.0

Sherard 97.0

Shaw-Brooke 96.4

Nesbit 95.6

Gregory 96.3

Chaucer 96.8

WG Grace 97.3

Roper 96.7

Avery 95.0

TOTAL 96.3
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SPORT AT ELTHAM 

SPORTING UPDATE
Despite the colder weather and the darker afternoons, we continue to complete our weekly PE lessons across the 
school. In Reception, we have been focusing on developing ball skills and we are already seeing a few Harry Kane’s 
(apologies for non-Spurs fans) amongst them. KS1 continue to develop their ball and locomotion skills. Whilst in KS2 the 
focus sports this term have been football and basketball.   

INSET on gymnastics with all the classes is now completed and we have some very promising gymnasts amongst our 
pupils. This term our INSET focus switches to dance. This is an aspect of PE that is compulsory across the school. 
Dance activities have already taken place in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. It has been great fun and the children have 
responded so positively.

Our football teams continue to do well with the boys being undefeated in the Charlton Triangular League, and the girls 
managing two draws and their first win. Focused training sessions have taken place during school time. These have 
been well attended and all our footballers are keen to develop their skills. We will have some further training sessions 
after the half term break. 

We have completed an analysis of clubs and activities that our children take part in outside school. Swimming was 
the sport that we had most participation in. Our plan this term is to develop links to some of the clubs and share the 
information with our parents to develop participation in sport outside of school. We would love to hear about your child’s 
successes outside school so they can celebrated. Please email and/or send pictures that we can share in school and 
possibly on Twitter and the website.

Sharon Hayes
PE Lead

FRENCH UPDATE
Maths has been a big feature in our French learning across the school this half term as several classes completed 
French number maths challenges during Maths Is Magic week. Year 3 had a very tasty lesson learning about the 
Candlemas festival “La Chandeleur”, which is the French equivalent of Pancake Day. They got to taste 3 different 
toppings then gave opinions about them in French. Years 4, 5 and 6 completed some extended writing pieces at the start 
of term which I was particularly impressed with. By year 6, children are encouraged to write extended sentences with 
opinions and reasons, including adjectival agreement and correct word order, so there really is quite a lot to think about. 

We have renewed our subscription with http://www.linguascope.com, so the username is still elthamps, but the password 
is now bonjour22, so please encourage your children to practise the basics in the elementary section and topic 
vocabulary in the beginners section. Help yourself homework is available from the French noticeboard for children in 
years 5 & 6 each Tuesday and is due in each Monday during lessons.

Madame Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH
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STORYTELLING
Hope class have had a very busy term indeed! 
Aside from our Journeys and Transport topic, the 
children have benefitted from exciting activities 
in both #MathsIsMagic week and National 
Storytelling Week. During #MathsIsMagic week, 
the children had a great time learning about 
capacity, measurement and patterns, ending the 
week with an enthusiastic sock hunt in our outdoor 
area.

The introduction of puppets during the National 
Storytelling Week was a hit with the children 
who were keen to act out familiar stories with the 
props, such as The Three Little Pigs and used 
books to support their communication through 
the puppets.  The adults were very impressed 
with their ability to share and independently solve 
problems during this activity, such as using a sand 
timer to visually support their turn taking.

The children have made brilliant progress this 
half term across all areas of learning, notably with 
their name writing which they have had a great 
confidence boost from - keep up the practising at 
home! 

Next half term we will be looking at Traditional 
Tales. Have a great half term with equal amounts 
of fun and rest and we’ll see you on Monday 21st 
February!

The Nursery Team

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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SPRING TERM IN NORBITT
This half Term Reception have enjoyed the topic ‘Food’.

Our Maths has involved many food word problems and songs 
about food which the children have enjoyed!  They have even 
been recreating our carpet sessions in their own learning time.  
Maths is Magic week was a great success and the children loved 
having their families come in and see some of the activities they 
had taken part in that week.

We have read some amazing stories like The Tiger who came to 
Tea and Biscuit Bear.  We wrote about Tigers too and learnt some 
interesting facts.  We celebrated the end of our topic by designing 
and then making our very own biscuit bears!  Yum!

Reception enjoyed National Storytelling Week and loved the 
storyteller who came in to visit.  We made up stories as a class 
and shared our favourite books with each other.  On that Friday 
we got to dress as our favourite book characters too! 

Our phonics has got very tricky!  But as always our children have 
risen to the challenge and have been using words like digraph and trigraph.  Please ask them about this – 
they are fab Teachers and should be able to explain these to you.  Please continue to practice phonics and 
Tricky words daily;  it is so pivotal to their learning in many other areas.

We have spent lots of time perfecting our Artistry skills too, creating our very own Tigers.  They all looked so 
beautiful and different and really show progression in this area of their learning.

We wish you a very happy half term and look forward to returning when our topic will be Bears. 

The Reception team

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION
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GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
We have learnt a lot this half term in year 1 and the children have been working very hard. We started our new topic 
all about The Great Fire of London and the children have particularly enjoyed learning lots of interesting facts about it! 
We are so impressed with how much the children can remember, including the date that it started and the street that it 
started on, ‘Pudding Lane’. We created a timeline of events, learnt all about Samuel Pepys and looked at useful sources 
of information to help us learn about what happened. We also wrote an Eye-witness account in role as Samuel Pepys 
describing what happened making sure we used our senses to describe. In science we have started our new topic 
‘seasons’ and we enjoyed a seasonal walk to the park where we drew what we could see. We also thoroughly enjoyed 
maths week. Lots of exciting things took place, including maths treasure hunts, problem solving workshops and going 
dotty about data. 

We look forward to next half term and learning lots of new things. Have a lovely break!

Miss Fryer, Miss Dann, Miss Cunningham, Mrs Bernard, Mrs Malia and Mrs Leung

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

BUSY HALF TERM
It has been a very busy term in year 2 and we have been working really hard, particularly in science! We have been 
looking at everyday materials and conducting experiments to see which materials can be changed and which cannot. It 
led to lots of interesting discussions about why we don’t have chairs made of plasticine and hairbands made from wood.

As part of our creative curriculum, we have been looking at the continent of Africa. We talked about how we can find 
desert, rainforests and savannas depending on where we visited. We used this knowledge to create kinaesthetic 3D 
maps to show the differing landscapes.

We squeezed lots of maths into this half term and year 2 definitely enjoyed our maths is magic theme week! We worked 
on our problem solving, team work and even got to make some mathematical art work. Finally, in Literacy, we started a 
new book called ‘We Are Going on a Lion Hunt’. Once again, the children have blown us away with their imaginations 
and creative writing. 

We we wish you all a restful half term break! 

Miss Bruty and Miss Linge

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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YEAR 3 SCIENCE

Year three have had another fun half term. In science, we’ve started learning about Rocks, Fossils and Soils and so far 
the children have really enjoyed identifying rocks, categorising them according to their characteristics and investigating 
rock erosion. They’ve really enjoyed getting to work as scientists, looking at rocks up close and thinking about what 
different rocks might be used for.

Of course, our Maths is Magic Week was full of fun maths problem solving. It was great to see the children putting their 
maths skills to real-life use in supporting Mrs Leonard and Mrs Gardiner-Tribe to pick out some new play equipment by 
surveying all of the classes.

Miss Childs and Miss McCarthy

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

SPRING TERM
This half term we have enjoyed reading Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo and writing setting descriptions and reports on 
aspects of Anglo-Saxon life. This has linked to our creative curriculum topic of ‘Invasions and Ideals’, where the children 
have been learning about Anglo Saxons, Vikings and Normans.

We have focussed in maths on multiplication and division skills and mastering more formal methods of calculation. 
Our Science for this term is on ‘States of Matter’ and children have had the opportunity to explore the differences 
between solids and liquids. This unit will continue after half term where we will learn about the water cycle and carryout 
experiments into melting. In RE we have thought about the Bible and the meta narrative contained within it.

The highlight of the half term has been Maths is Magic week. All the children thoroughly enjoyed the activities that 
included: sweetie maths, parabolic patterns, Riddle of the Sphynx day, data handling, Escape Rooms and launching 
Times Table Rock Stars. As well as that, the children designed and made amazing maths board games at home that 
covered a range of mathematical concepts.  It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and enjoyment in maths that came from 
the children in what was an engaging and fun week. We hope you and your families have a restful half term break.

Mrs Bailey, Mrs D’Cruze and Mrs Gammon. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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ANCIENT GREECE 
The new year started with an immersive Ancient Greek experience. We were transported back in time to learn about all 
aspects of Ancient Greek life. The children tried on different types of clothing; they played games; they handled swords 
and shields and tried on armour; they passed around coins; they pulled each other around the hall using the pulley, 
which was invented by the Greeks, and finally battled it out both at tug of war and using pikes and shields. We had a lot 
of fun as well as learning a lot!

Maths is Magic Week was a fantastic opportunity for us to bring Maths to life too, with an Escape Room to grapple with 
and the Riddle of the Sphinx to solve, not to mention creating mathematical artwork in chalk on the playground and a 
morning playing the Maths games that the children had made themselves.

Finally, Storytelling Week saw the return of our ever-popular Drop Everything And Read sessions, we enjoyed a fabulous 
session with a Story Teller and it all ended with an impressive dress up as a book character day. What a busy half term!

Mrs Fountain and Miss Payne

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6
It has been a very busy and varied half term. We started off our Literacy with information texts all about the Online 
Worlds of Gaming and Social Media, which enabled the children to demonstrate their ability to write in an engaging and 
informative way. In our Creative Curriculum ‘Fact or Fantasy?’ we have been doing lots of sketching, working on our skills 
of observation when drawing birds. 

Maths is Magic week brought all sorts of opportunities to explore Maths in a different way, from measuring the 
playground, to presenting findings from data analysis to creating beautiful mathematical shapes using the Fibonacci 
Sequence.

Then last week our focus moved to telling stories both in words and song. With the help of Mr Timothy from the 
Songwriting Charity, each class wrote a beautiful song with a strong anti-bullying message; an anthem for the year.

Mrs Grattan and Miss Feeney

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021 / 2022

Spring Term 

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022

Pupils return: 
Monday 21st  February 2022

End of term: 
Friday 1st April 2022

Easter holidays: 
Monday 4th April 2022 to Monday 18th April 2022

Summer Term

Pupils return:
Tuesday 19th April 2022

Term time: 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 to Thursday 26th May 2022

INSET DAYS:
Friday 27th May 2022

May Bank Holiday: 
Monday 2nd May 2021

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June  2022

Pupils return:
Monday 6th June 2022

End of term: 
Wednesday 20th July 2022

INSET DAYS:
Thursday 21st July 2022

Friday 22nd July 2022


