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Dear Parents and Carers

As I reflect upon the last few weeks since joining you all at Eltham, 
I am reminded of all the many things that make this school so 
special.

Of course, your children are at the top of this list! From the moment 
they step foot into school each morning and throughout each day, 
their enthusiasm for learning is clear to see. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed going into the classes, learning their names and getting to 
know them better. They do you proud!

The staff are such a dedicated group of professionals who want 
the very best for each child. I have seen daily how they have gone 
above and beyond to ensure your children get the best possible 
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education and experience of school life. I want to thank them for all they do. The senior leadership 
team have stepped up this year to lead the school in the absence of a headteacher so special thanks 
go to Mrs Rhodes, Mrs Leonard and Mrs Gardiner-Tribe. They know the school so well and our future 
priorities and have assisted me during this time of transition.

To our wonderful Year 6 children – we all wish you much success as you move into your new 
secondary schools. We hope to see you from time to time. Do keep in touch!

To you, the parents and carers of Eltham Church of England Primary School, I also say thank you. 
Your words of encouragement and ongoing support and prayer is greatly appreciated. I am extremely 
grateful for the privilege of leading this wonderful school and do not take it for granted.

I wish you all a wonderful Summer break and look forward to seeing you all again in September 
ready for another year’s fantastic learning.

Best wishes
Matt Wills

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.   Numbers 6:24-26 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

INSET DAY
We would like to remind parents and carers that In September 2022, Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd 
September 2022 are INSET Days. Children do not come to school on this day. Children return to 
school on Monday 5th September 2022.

DINNER MONEY
Dinner money for next term will be £15 per week. If you would like to pay the full amount for the 
term, this will be £105. Please pay in advance for your child’s school lunches via PAY360.

We would like to remind parents that in September, the cost of school dinners will be increasing.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We would like to remind parents and carers that bookings for after school clubs for the autumn 
term OPENS on Monday 5th September 2022 at 7am. 

Parents are allowed to book a maximum of 2 clubs per child – If parents book more than 2 clubs 
per child, we reserve the right to withdraw your child from all clubs and refund your payment. 
From Friday 9th September, if there are still club places available, there will be no restriction on the 
number of clubs a child can attend and parents can then make further purchases.

For more information about the clubs, please see the letter that was sent home or click here.

HOLIDAY FOOD AND FUN SUMMER 2022
Children aged 4 16 years (aged 19 for SEND children) in receipt of benefits related free school 
meals can get a free holiday club place this summer through Holiday Food and Fun.

The council is working with lots of holiday clubs all over the borough to make sure every child 
can attend a fun social club during the holidays at no cost to families.  Parents can visit https://
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/holidayfoodandfun to find their local club and sign their child up for a 
summer of Holiday Food and Fun.

FLUTE LESSONS
Our flute tutor, Sarah Desbruslais, has vacancies for flute lessons. If your child/ren are interested 
please email music@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk to express your interest and Mrs Fountain will 
pass your details onto Sarah. 

CONTACT DETAILS
If you need to urgently contact the school over the school holidays please email, sao1@elthamce.
greenwich.sch.uk. This email address will be monitoried over the summer holidays.

THANK YOU
We would like to say a speical thank you to all the parents and carers for you kind and generous 
gifts. We wish you all a lovely summer break and look forward to welcoming you back in 
September.

mailto:music%40elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk%20?subject=
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

UPDATE FROM THE PTA
Things may have seemed quiet on the PTA front this term, but behind the scenes it was all hands to the pump preparing, 
running and clearing up after the Summer Fair. 

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the whole school community for the support we received – from our sponsors - CKB 
Estates and Blackheath Builders - to the parents and staff who went above and beyond to help us on the day, and those 
wonderful families who attended the fair and made the day so exciting. We are truly grateful - we couldn’t have done it 
without you. 

The fair raised over £4000, and we are now talking to the school about how best to put these funds to use. Watch this 
space! 

We have put together a short survey to gather feedback about the fair. Please take a few minutes to answer these 
questions, as we hope to run a Christmas fair later in the year and would like to improve on our efforts. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Z89C2D7

MEMBERSHIP
We are a friendly bunch, and we are in need of active members who can spare an hour here or there to help. Help takes 
many forms – it could be coming in for an hour or so during the school day to sort uniform, or manning a stall after school 
or at an event, or preparing gifts at home for the Christmas shop, or asking local businesses for raffle prizes, or helping 
stuff goody bags, or keeping track of the finances.

If you would like to be added to the mailing list for helpers, please email us at: elthamcofePTA@gmail.com. 

The easiest way to help the PTA is by using easyfundraising.org. Use this link to sign up - https://www.easyfundraising.
org.uk/causes/elthamcepta/ -  and every time you shop online through your browser or via the easyfundraising app, we 
will get a donation, at no cost to you. 

Over 6000 retailers take part, including supermarkets and department stores. So far this has raised over £500 for the 
school. 

SAVE THE DATE
On September 28th we will be holding a MacMillan Coffee Morning and our AGM, where the officers for the next year will 
be voted in. 

Thank you all for your support this year in all our endeavours. 

We hope you enjoy your Summer, and we look forward to serving the school and your family next year.

Imogen 
ElthamcofePTA@gmail.com

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Z89C2D7
mailto:elthamcofePTA%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elthamcepta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elthamcepta/
mailto:ElthamcofePTA%40gmail.com?subject=
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SAFEGUARDING

Over the Summer holidays, you will no doubt take part in a whole host of fun filled activities! Just a reminder of some 
things which families can do to make sure everyone stays safe over the holidays!

• Slip, slap, slop! Always use sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or higher and check that it protects against UVA and 
UVB. Apply sunscreen to areas not protected by clothing, such as the face, ears, feet and backs of hands.

• Sunscreen should be reapplied straight after you have been in water – even if it’s “water resistant” – and after towel 
drying, sweating or when it may have rubbed off.

• Encourage your child to play in the shade – for example, under trees – especially between 11am and 3pm, when the 
sun is at its strongest.

• Respect the water- Always supervise children swimming. Ensure children only swim between the flags on beaches 
which are supervised by lifeguards. Rip currents can travel up to the same speed as an Olympic swimmer (4.5mph) 
and can pull even the strongest swimmers out to sea! Unexpected waves can quickly knock people off their feet.

• For older children, remind them of the risks of going out on their own- ensure you know where they are going and 
who they will be meeting.

• Be aware of your child’s digital life- ensure children are using apps and social media safely.

For further information visit the following websites:

https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/water-safety-code

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/safety-in-the-sun/ 

https://us.norton.com/internetsecurity-kids-safety-parents-best-practices-to-social-media-security.html

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote and 
celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only is good attendance 
beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory Service 
to monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold, even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline 
and gives the Attendance Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a 
meeting between the school, the parents and the advisory service is 
convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported with an 
email outlining the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns 
to school. 

Also, that all holidays will be recorded as  unauthorised, however a child’s 
overall attendance will be taken into account when consideration is given 
to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR Summer 2 TERM Class Attendance 
since September 
2021
Corbett 94.0

North 95.5

Bek 96.4

Mills  94.6

Archery 96.3

Tarn 96.5

Sherard 96.8

Shaw-Brooke 95.7

Nesbit 94.8

Gregory 95.5

Chaucer 95.7

WG Grace 96.5

Roper 96.8

Avery 95.3

TOTAL 95.7

https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/water-safety-code
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/safety-in-the-sun/ 
https://us.norton.com/internetsecurity-kids-safety-parents-best-practices-to-social-media-security.html
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SPORT AT ELTHAM 

SPORTING UPDATE
At the beginning of this term our school was mapped for orienteering. This is an extremely exciting 
initiative that can be used across the curriculum. Josh Jenner, from The Outdoor Classroom, 
mapped our school so that we can use an app on the iPads to complete orienteering trails around 
the school. In addition, we can add questions, images, videos and text to the trails so it can 
be used in conjunction with any subject, for example identifying 3D shapes in maths or finding 
synonyms in Literacy, the opportunities are endless now the app is up and running.

Our WOW Week this term, Healthy Heart, Happy Heart, had a focus on keeping healthy, 
both physically and mentally. The children had opportunities to try many activities including, 
orienteering, skipping, gymnastics, clip and climb. Mrs Leccacorvi delivered informative and 
engaging nutrition workshops to the whole school, helping the children to understand why we need 
a balance of different foods and the importance of fruit and vegetables in our diet. In addition, all 
the KS2 classes took part in a First Aid workshop. They were amazing, practising their primary 
survey and the recovery position. KS1 and KS2 Sports Days were a great success to. A special 
thank you to our Year 5 helpers, who ran all the KS1 activities and set up for KS2. Also, a huge 
thank you to Mrs Senner and Mrs Jebson for training our helpers and organising all the equipment. 
The amazing teachers at Eltham added creative and inspiring activities to complete their class 
timetable for the Healthy Heart, Happy Heart WOW Week.

If your child is interested in pursuing a particular sport we have developed links to several clubs 
that you can be viewed on the school website. If you child is already attending a sports club 
outside school please let us know about it – we love to celebrate and recognise the children’s 
achievements and interests, and we would love to develop more links.

Lastly, we would like to thank all the parents and children at Eltham CE Primary School for their 
support and enthusiasm for PE. 

We look forward to introducing some new and exciting activities next year.

Sharon Hayes
PE Lead

Isabelle Scott recently took 
part in a competition at her 
Karate club. She won a gold 
and silver medal.

Ben and Dan McCarthy took 
part in a judo workshop at 
Metro Judo Club.
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FRENCH UPDATE
Having completed a full school year, I am so proud of the children’s commitment and effort to language learning this year. 
Year 1 went on a journey, joining in the actions and copying the words for “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” and Year 2 got 
to choose how to travel to France - the airpane was definitely more popular than walking or cycling. 

Year 3 explored the word order of adjectives after nouns by describing the number and colour of body parts of a creaure 
they created. We had some very imaginitive and brilliant descriptions! 

Year 4 wrote fact files about family members and impressed me with the information they provided. Year 5 went shopping 
online with a 150€ budget and had to use the noun + adjective rule to describe the colour of each item they selected. 

Despite the interrupions over the last two years, I am so proud of the progress children in Year 6 have made in their 
French after 6 years of learning. They are ready to continue their language learning journeys, regardless of the language 
they learn in KS3 - bonne chance Year 6!

During the holidays, children can access http://www.linguascope.com. to keep their vocab up to date. The username 
is elthamps and the password is now bonjour22. There are lots of fun games and actvities to support the children’s 
learning.  

Bonnes vacances!

Madame Edwards 

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH

http://www.linguascope.com
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GROWING
Nursery have had such a busy last half term and continued to develop their learning in 
leaps and bounds. This half term we looked at ‘Growing’ and looked at this process in 
plants and humans. The children made their own ‘cress heads’ where they planted cress 
seeds in cups and watched them grow above the picture of their face like green hair! The 
children were very confident in knowing what a plant needs to grow healthily and happily, 
such as sunlight, water and nutrients. They have been very proactive at watering not only 
the plants in the Nursery outdoor area, but also in the Edible Playground. Our beetroot is 
now nearly ready! 

Nursery had a fantastic Healthy Heart, Happy Heart week and enjoyed so many activities 
from skipping, dancing, mindful movement and even their own Early Years mini sports 
day. We also made a fruit salad in class which the children really enjoyed, paying 
careful attention as they cut and scraped the fruit into the bowl. They were well and truly 
exhausted by the end of the week. Thank you so much to Mrs Hayes for all of her efforts in 
organising such a successful and engaging enrichment week.

We can’t believe it’s the end of the year already; are all so unbelievably proud of all of the 
children and how far they have come on their own personal journeys this year. We will 
be very sad to see them go, but look back on the year with fond memories. We wish you 
all the very best in Reception, whether you are continuing at Eltham C of E or heading 
elsewhere!

Love from Miss Andrews, Mrs Pender and Mr Le

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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SUMMER TERM IN NORBITT
What a fast and furious summer term this has been.  North and Corbett have worked very hard this summer 
term, particularly as we work towards being ready for the demands of Year 1.  One of the highlights was our 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic!  What a day!

We have worked hard on many Maths skills this term working on money, shape and measuring.  As well as 
number bonds to 5 and 10.  Indeed this is something you could work on over the summer in preparation for 
the Year 1 curriculum.  As we look to Year 1 we have also been working on writing for extended periods and 
also cementing those rules like fingers spaces and full stops.  The children have worked really hard on this 
and are becoming more self-assured by the day.  We have even spent time in Year 1 classrooms learning 
how to use the environment and where our coats and water bottles will live.  The children have worked so 
hard on their reading over the course of the year and this is something we are really proud of.  It’s simply 
wonderful to watch as they become fluent readers.  It truly makes us smile every time.  Please do continue 
to work on sounds and reading over the summer, in between enjoying the sun (hopefully).

We bid farewell from Reception to Mrs Luchford and wish her all the best with her mini Luchford.  She will be 
returning briefly in September before her maternity leave but we want to take this moment to wish her all the 
best and thank her for all her hard work.

Can we also take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our parents for all your support and 
kindness this year.  We certainly acknowledge that without your support and love, the children simply 
wouldn’t have made such amazing progress.  Learning is definitely about team work so from us to you – 
Thank you.

To our wonderful North and Corbett – you have been amazing!  Your hard work and dedication to making 
learning fun is inspiring.  We will miss you more than we can say, but accept you are all very ready for Year 
1.   So please accept our thank you for making our time with you simply brilliant.  We are very very proud of 
you all.  

Love From  

Mrs Griffiths,  Mrs Luchford, Mrs Ferguson and all the Reception Staff.

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION
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SUMMER TERM
We have had such a fun and busy Summer term in Year 1. We have taken part in lots of fun activities and the children 
have worked so hard and showed great enthusiasm towards their learning. We are incredibly proud of how far they have 
all progressed this year and how much they have learnt. We enjoyed learning about the Buddhism religion in RE and had 
a fantastic, interactive workshop where the children got to dress up and learn about the story of Buddhism. We also had 
an exciting Healthy Heart Happy Heart week with lots of active and engaging sessions, including gymnastics, skipping 
and learning about how herbs are used in cooking. We even cooked our very own good mood food cups. The children 
participated very well in their first ever sports day and did well cheering each other on! We enjoyed learning about the 
Weather as part of our creative curriculum lessons. We also had a great time attending our trip to the Science museum. 

We want to say a huge well done to YEAR 1 for putting in so much effort this year. We know that they will definitely be 
ready for year 2. We hope you all have a lovely summer holiday. 

Miss Fryer, Miss Dann, Miss Cunningham, Mrs Bernard, Mrs Malia and Mrs Leung

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

SUMMER TERM
It has been a fabulous and fun final term in year 2 and the children have been working as hard as ever. We 
have really enjoyed our last literacy text - The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch and completed lots of amazing 
learning around this. We wrote our own set of instructions to make a sandwich, wrote a diary entry and finally 
thought of an alternative ending to trick the pesky seagulls and stop them eating our lunch! Alongside this, we 
designed, made and even ate our own sandwiches for DT as part of our seaside topic. It was amazing to see 
the children choose healthy options which was a focus of our Happy Heart Healthy Heart week. The children 
enjoyed learning about all the things we can do to keep our heart and mind happy and healthy.

The children have worked thoroughly hard this year and each made fantastic progress. We are so proud of 
all of them and wish them the best of luck as they enter KS2. We hope you have a lovely summer and we 
look forward to seeing you all back in September.

Miss Bruty and Miss Linge

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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SUMMER TERM

Year 3 have learnt so much in this half term. Our trip to the Hindu temple in Woolwich filled the children with excitement 
as they learnt about the customs and practices of another world religion. 

We have also been learning about ‘Prehistory’. This has focused on the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods of 
the Stone Age, as well as the Bronze Age and Iron Age. The children learnt about the changes which occurred in these 
times and the different tools that humans used. We created some art work based on paintings found in caves in France 
and even had a go at making our own paint from natural materials.

Our science lessons on ‘Health and Movement’ have tied in amazingly with the food tech we did earlier in the year, 
and also with the Healthy Heart Happy Heart week. We started off the unit by visiting the local Sainsbury’s to look for 
examples of foods in the different food groups. We’ve learnt about different animals’ diets and investigated the foods our 
pets most like to eat. 

Miss Childs and Miss McCarthy

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

SUMMER TERM
Year 4 have had a very, very full on, active half term! We enjoyed our fantastic Healthy Heart, Happy Heart week. Each 
and every child spoke about how they had learnt so much about exercise and enjoyed all the different activities. 

As part of our literacy and creative curriculum, we dived into a new book ‘Hidden Figures,’ by Margot Lee Shetterly, which 
the children thoroughly enjoyed, especially when learning all about the time black women overcame discrimination and 
how their brilliant minds helped NASA go into space!

In our creative curriculum, we have been looking into where our parents and grandparents were born and how the 
Windrush generation contributed towards, and made, what Great Britain is today. 

We thank you all for the wonderful Year we have had with you all and we hope that you have a wonderful, restful Summer 
Holiday! 

Mrs Bailey, Mrs D’Cruze and Mrs Gammon.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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SUMMER TERM
It started in a very unusual way; the children put on their aprons and had a go at cooking (and eating) a healthy 
vegetable pasta. They impressed all of the adults with their chopping, grating, stirring, measuring, and most of all, their 
cleaning up skills – they can do it! After they had finished cooking the food, the children enjoyed the fruits of their labour. 
They even invited some of the other adults, including Mr Wills and Mrs Rhodes, to try some. 

Another fantastic creative opportunity came in the form of our Art Award. This year, the theme for the award was 
‘Ecological Art’, with each year group being allocated a specific area of the Earth’s ecology that is affected by human 
intervention. 

In our Creative Curriculum work, Year 5 have been learning about South America.  This included looking at the physical 
geography and landscape. The children had great fun collaging using different materials to show each type of terrain. 

Phew! Fantastic work year 5 – time for a well-earned summer break. 

Miss Fountain and Miss Payne

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

THIS TERM IN YEAR 6

‘Healthy Heart, Happy Heart’ Week                                     
These past three weeks for Year 6 have been very busy and full of excitement: in ‘Healthy Heart, Happy Heart’ Week, we 
attended ‘Clip and Climb’, an amazing opportunity for people who are scared of heights to face their fears! You can be 
assured that anyone lucky enough to visit enjoyed themselves to the fullest. Year 6’s were met with amazing challenges, 
including climbing the steps to heaven; only a few courageous people made it to the top!

Tennis is a great way to test your coordination skills and learn to keep the eye on the ball. Although the weather was 
blazing hot, everyone had fun playing tennis with their friends. This was arranged at Eltham South Park.

Sports day was probably the most exciting event that Year 6’s got to experience in the whole week. Blue team won, so 
congrats to anyone who was in the blue team!

We did Skipping skills as well. It helped us be active and learn new techniques to show off to our friends and family! It 
was better than sitting all day long and working in class. We thank our lovely Mrs Hayes and Miss Childs for organising 
all the fun things we did that week.

Our Production
We hope you enjoyed the production! Year 6 worked really hard on it to bring out the best experience for everyone. The 
biggest thanks for this goes to our teachers for constantly encouraging us and helping us memorise every single line. 

Art’s Award
For this year’s art award the Year 6’s made projects on deforestation. We had a display of the art made by Year 6 as 
well as all the other years. We made clay hands along with black boxes depicting deforestation and the effects of it. The 
finalists for Year 6 were the following: Victoria, Andreas, Penny and Belle. Penny was lucky enough to be the winner and 
received an amazing prize!

By Annika Agrawal and Jeselyn Kaki, Year 6 students, Roper.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2022 / 2023
Autumn Term 

Term time: 
Thursday 1st September to Friday 21st October 2022

Staff Inset Days: 
Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2022
 [no children in school on these days]

Children return to school: 
Monday 5th September 2022

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022

Term time: 
Monday 31st October to Friday 16th December 2022 

Christmas and New Year holiday: 
Monday 19th December 2022 to Monday 2nd January 2023

Spring Term 

Children return to school:
Wednesday 4th January 2023
Term time: 
Tuesday 3rd January to Friday 10th February 2023 

Staff INSET Day:
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 [No children in school on this 
day]

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023

Term time: 
Monday 20th February to Friday 31st March 2023

Easter holidays: 
Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023

Summer Term

Pupils return:
Tuesday 18th April 2023

Staff INSET Day:
Monday 17th April 2023 [No children in school on this day]

Term time: 
Monday 17th April to Friday 26th May 2023 
(except May Day bank holiday on 1st May)

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2023 (spring bank 
holiday on 29th May)

Chilren return:
Monday 29th May 2023

Term time: 
Monday 5th June to Friday 21st July 2023

Staff INSET Day:
Friday 21st July 2023 [No children in school on this day]


