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What are we going to cover?

* What is Phonics?

* What is Essential Letters and Sounds?

* How we teach phonics

* Getting children ready to read

* Supporting your child with reading at home

* Pronouncing pure sounds

* Using the letter formations and spelling
sequence to support writing at home
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ELS:
What is Phonics?

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups with
the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each

sound is represented by a grapheme (the written
representation of a sound).
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What is Phonics? ELS==>

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.
For example, in the word 'cat’ there are three phonemes

c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in
the word 'shop’.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example,
/igh/ in the word 'night".

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or
more consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake’.
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What is ELS?

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen
phonics programme. It teaches children to read by
identify the phonemes (smallest unit of sound) and
graphemes (written version of the sound) within
words and using these to read words.

Children experience the joy of books and language
whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they need to
become fluent independent readers and writer
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How do we teach phonics?

* We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching
phonics.

* Your child will experience the same classroom
routines within each lesson which reduces cognitive
load and maximises the chances of success.

* All children are supported within the lesson to use
their new phonic knowledge independently.

* Inevery single ELS lesson, your child will make the
direct application to reading.
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How do we teach phonics?

* Daily Phonics sessions- these start from the beginning
of Reception

* Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds &
graphemes taught

* Lots of opportunities for oral blending- c/oa/t

* Main focus is on word recognition. However, new
vocabulary is also given and explained in every lesson.

* Opportunities for writing- new grapheme, words and
sentences.
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ELS Progression

Nursery/Pre-School
Seven aspects:
« Environmental sounds
« Instrumental sounds
« Body percussion
» Rhythm and rhyme
« Alliteration
« Voice sounds
« Oral blending

Reception Autumn 1

« Oral blending

« Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

« 12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

ELS

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2
« Oral blending
+ Sounding out and blending
with 29 new GPCs
* 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2
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ELS Progression

Reception Summer 1

« Oral blending

* No new GPCs

« No new HRS words

« Word structures - cvce,
CCVC, CCVEC, CCCVE, Ceevee

« Suffixes

« Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Summer 2
« Introduction to Phase 5 for
reading
« 20 new GPCs
* 16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn 1 and 2
* Revision of previously
taught Phase 5 GPCs
« 2 new GPCs
* 9 new HRS words
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2
+ Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
* 49 new GPCs
+ 4 new HRS words
« Oral blending
* Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

ELS

Year 1 Summer, Year 2 and Key
Stage 2
* With ELS, phonics teaching
does not stop at the end
of Year 1, but continues as
children move through the
school, with links being
made between their GPC
knowledge and spelling
+ Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading and
spelling
* Wider reading, spelling and
writing curriculum
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Supporting all children to read

>

>

ELS is a whole class based scheme with the mission that children ‘keep up not
catch up.’

To support this, during the independent ‘workbook apply’ section, children
who need further consolidation work with the teacher on the carpet to
reinforce the day’s sound.

Children who need further consolidation, still, revisit the sound again for 5
minutes each afternoon with a trained teaching assistant in a short
intervention session.

More confident readers are challenged to read demanding texts during the
workbook apply section; to use new and aspirational vocabulary in context
and through targeted questioning during phonic sessions as well as during 1:1
reading (Reception) and guided reading sessions (in Y1).
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ELS
Supporting your child with reading at home

* Only 1in 3 children are read a bedtime story night

* Reading a bedtime story every night to your child improves
their outcomes

* |If your child views themselves as a ‘good reader’ when they
leave Primary School they are more likely to earn a higher
salary in their 40s.

- Children who achieve their ‘Good Level of Development’ in }'*,

Reading at the end of EYFS are 11 times more likely to achieve S5
standard in their Y6 Maths SATs- reading really does underpin
everything!




Supporting your child with reading at home

» Children will only be reading from books which are fully decodable (except
for a small number of HRS or topic/story words (these are listed on the inside
front cover)

» We only use pure sounds when decoding word (no uuhh sound at the end)

» We will be changing books weekly. This is a change for those of you with older
siblings but this is due to updated research around memory and retrieval
which supports this approach.

* We want them to practise reading their book 4 times across
the week working on these skills:
decode
fluency
expression
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Supporting your child with reading at home

We want children to create a strong orthographic map. This
means that they learn sounds spelt by the letters or groups of
letters in each word.

To read fluently, or well, we need a strong orthographic map.

To consistently recognise that the <ea> in bread spells /e/ we
need to read it at least 4 times. This means we need to read the
word many times to build fluency for reading.
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Supporting your child with reading at home

» Day 1: Focus on decoding and blending- can use robot arms and blending
hands

» Day 2- Decoding with increased fluency, building orthographic map

» Day 3- Reading with fluency and introducing expression, continuing to build
orthographic map

» Day 4- Fluent reading with expression. Opportunity to ask simple
comprehension questions.

Your child will also bring home a ‘reading for pleasure’ book from school to share
which you can read to them-this supports children’s enjoyment of reading and
exposes them to new vocabulary. Do of course supplement with bed time stories
which you read to the children and audio stories through the week. The Eltham
Centre Library is free to join.




Pronouncing pure sounds ELS =2

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the
sounds and supporting children in reading words.

If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder
for our children.

There are videos for this on our school website where you can
hear the correct pronunciation of the sounds.

https://elthamcoeschool.co.uk/curriculum/lite
racy/

IS Curriculum, Literacy, scroll down to Phonics
paragraph
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https://elthamcoeschool.co.uk/curriculum/literacy/

r ~ About the book L

This book explains how a lemon grows, as @ tiny alien 5
character plants a pip and watches it grow into a lemon tree,
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Before reading During reading

1f your child has difficulty with o

porﬁculurwordwhilemdhgmeboolc

« break it down into sections, help them
to sound it out and blend the sounds
together, e.g. p-o-t

o tell them the whole word if necessary.

Tricky words .|
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Supporting your child with writing at home

QO = & & = )

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home
to support them with their writing.

Let’s try this with the word: rain
We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to

make sure we write the sentence we have planned and to
. >
ensure it makes sense!
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Key teaching features

Encourage children to follow the sequence:

say theword €2

Stretch the word =3

Segment the word ﬁ

Spelling sequence Blend the word %

Count the sounds within the word C=

Say the wholeword 1))

This sequence can be used for any word where the children
have been taught the GPCs within the word.
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Questions




