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Dear Parents and Carers,

This half term has seen the school host a service of thanksgiving led 
by Bishop Christopher of Southwark.  The service was a time for the 
school to give thanks to God for the new building and opportunities that 
He has given us to work, play and learn.  

Bishop Christopher reminded us of God’s wisdom and favour. We were 
then joined by parents and other adults on the playground where he 
then blessed the school building and then inside the classrooms prayed 
for God’s blessing on all those who work, learn and build friendships in 
them.  Members of the school’s worship committee were able to pray 
with him as he went from room to room, it was a memorable day and 
one that rightly reminded us all to thank God for His blessing on our 
community and to continue to pray for all things.
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The children and staff have been busy as ever and the progress in 
their learning along with the vibrant curriculum that they are enjoying is 
evident in the coming pages as classes reflect on the last half term.

So as we look to the coming half term, we thank God for the 
celebrations that we enjoyed, the harvest donations and service at 
St John’s and our new children’s Welcome service with Fr Jim.  We 
welcome the coming of Advent and Christmas and as the days shorten 
and the evenings draw in, we thank God for our community and 
families.
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SPORT AT ELTHAM

We have a number of events planned in the second part of the autumn term including inclusive basketball and athletics, 
indoor athletics and cross country.  There are also four football matches in the diary. In addition, we will also be doing some 
intra school tournaments.

This term we have been making full use of the school’s excellent new sports facilities. Pupils from Year 2 to Year 6 
have either been working towards their key skills in gymnastics, improving their football or throwing skills. We have also 
added judo and gymnastics to our after school clubs along with cricket, basketball, hockey, cheer dance and multi-
sports. 

Basketball trials took place last week and a squad of 20 pupils            
were selected from year 5 and 6. The squad will be training with JJ 
every week and we hope to arrange some competitive matches in the 
spring term.

On Thursday 19th October, Mrs Judd’s hockey club travelled to 
Christchurch Primary School for a training session with their hockey 
coach. They played brilliantly and developed their tactical knowledge 
and match skills during the session. 
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FRENCH DICTIONARIES
KS2 have been getting to grips with French dictionaries this term. 

Year 4 have been learning how to use the alphabet and header words to find words quickly whereas Year 6 have been 
using the additional information (noun, adjective, gender, etc.) to choose the correct word for their sentence. Year 3 have 
been learning how to say the date and Year 5 have been translating sentences about where they live. 

In KS1, Year 2 have been able to say what pets they have and which ones they would like and really developing their 
pronunciation skills.

Please encourage your children to log on to www.linguascope.com to support their learning in the classroom.

FRENCH AT ELTHAM
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote  
and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also  
an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory 
Service to monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline 
and gives the AAO a cause for concern, then a meeting between the 
school, the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can I remind parents that all absences need to be 
supported with a written letter outlining the reason 
for the absence as soon as your child returns to 
school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  
unauthorised, however a child’s overall attendance 
will be taken into account when consideration is 
given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SUMMER TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2017

Corbett 95.8

North 99.6

Bek 98.8

Mills  97.5

Archery 96.4

Tarn 98.7

Sherard 97.8

Shaw-Brooke 99.2

Nesbit 97.1

Gregory 98.9

Chaucer 97.2

WG Grace 98.5

Roper 96.2

Avery 98.3

TOTAL 97.9

ONLINE SAFETY

You are aware that safeguarding children is a key element of a school’s work and as such I would remind parents of 
three elements of Online safety that are important to talk to your children about as we work together to keep them safe.

CONTENT Talk to your children about the possible inappropriate content that is on the internet.  Not to ignore age-ratings 
on games.  Bias and harmful ‘life-style’ sites that can promote poor body image and self harm.

CONTACTTalk to your children about possible harmful online interaction with others.  Not meeting strangers, Not to 
interact with unknown people online and to question if they are who they say they are.  Not sharing passwords, being 
aware of how to deal with on-line bullying

CONDUCT Talk to your children about their online behaviour and conduct.  Their digital ‘footprint’.  That once a comment, 
post, video or picture is up it is visible to the world.

Useful website for online safety include:

Think U Know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk | UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS):  www.education.gov.uk/ukccis
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SCHOOL DINNER
Dinner money for next term will be £98.80 and is payable by Agora.

Please let the school office know if your child is changing meal pattern.

SCHOOL JOURNEY 
Parents are still able to pay for the school journey installments at any time via Agora.

FRANCE TRIP
If your child is attending the France trip please pay the £42 via Agora.

MEASURING HEIGHT AND WEIGHT OF CHILDREN IN RECPTION AND YEAR 6
Children in reception classes and year 6 will have recieved a letter from Oxleas trust regarding measuring height and 
weight. Parents only need to respond to the letter if you do not want your child to take part or have any questions about 
the programme. Responses should be emailed directly to the school nursing team. oxl-tr.NCMP@nhs.net.

CAROL SERVICE
This is being held on Wednesday 13th December at 6pm at St John the Baptist Church.

NURSERY AND RECEPTION APPLICATIONS
The deadline to apply for nursery and reception places for September 2018 is January 15th 2018.

OPEN MORNINGS
Open mornings are being held every Wednesday and Thursday at 1:30pm for prospective parents for reception class 
intake for September 2018. If you know anyone who would like to attend please pass this on and ask them to ring and 
book onto an open day.

INSET DAYS
Please note there will be two INSET days in January 2018, Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd.

ABSENCE LETTERS
If your child is absent from school, upon their return, please can you send a note in with your child or send an email to 
absence@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk.

NATIVITY PLAY
The nativity play is scheduled for Thursday 14th December at 2pm. There are tentative plans to have another nativity on 
the same day in the morning and this will be confirmed shortly.

CLOTHING LABELS
Please can parents and carers ensure their child’s uniform and coats are labelled with their name.

LOST PROPERTY
The lost property bins will be placed outside the pupil entrance on Friday.

EPIPENS AND ASTHMA PUMPS
Please can all parents make sure epipens/asthma pumps are in date.

INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS
The photographer will be in school on Friday 3rd November to take the pupil’s photos. This will also include the sibling 
pictures.
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You will remember that when the school changed its logo and uniform the governors and school worked with parents to 
move from one to the other.  Then parents were extremely generous in donating their ‘old style’ uniform to the school to 
support a school in South Africa.  

Over 150kg of uniform was donated, and the 12 boxes were shipped to Cape Town in April.  They finally arrived and 
passed through customs and were shared at Emyezweni School in Somerset West SA http://www.ukuthasa.org/ .

Please see the pictures below of the children in their new uniforms. We are in contact with the school to write a longer 
piece about how the schools made contact and the blessing that the uniform will be to the children and projects there.  
We will update parents and carers in due course.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

SAFETY IN THE DARKNESS

As the dark mornings and evenings draw near please remember to be seen. Try to wear clothes with reflective material 
especially when crossing busy roads.

It is that exciting time of year with Halloween and Guy Fawkes parties but please remember to stay safe and follow the 
firework safety code.

SAFEGUARDING
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NEW BEGINNINGS
North and Corbett have settled well in their brand new classroom and outdoor area! We would like to thank the 
Greenwich branch of B&Q for the discount they gave us for the plants in our outdoor area.

We are really proud of how they have adapted well to the new routines and expectations of Reception.  The children 
have enjoyed reading with our parents at the Reading Workshop every Tuesday – Thank you to all those Parents and 
Family members who have already attended.

The children have been enjoying our weekly PE sessions with Coach Vilman on a Wednesday where they are learning 
ball skills and team games.  Alongside this PE they have also taken part in ‘Jungle Journey’ which is designed to improve 
their fine motor skills and also a session of music.

This half terms topic has been ‘Ourselves’ and the children have become experts, they have even enjoyed a Doctors and 
Nurses dressing up day where their skills and knowledge of the human body have been tested!  We even had a qualified 
Nurse come in and answer all our questions.  We have used lots of Art opportunities in this topic and have created 
detailed paintings of our skeletons which are on display in the classroom.  We have taken part in a ‘smelling pots’ test 
where we had to guess what was in the pot by smell alone!

In our Numeracy we have focused on developing those early counting skills and have introduced the children to various 
resources that help us with Maths such as Numicon.  We have even worked on 2d shape and measuring in our outdoor 
area.

WHAT’S NEW FROM NORTH & CORBETT

TAPESTRY HOMEWORK
All the adults in Nursery have had a lovely time this term getting to know the children in Hope Class. The children have 
settled in really well and are becoming more familiar with the routines in nursery.

We hope you have been enjoying seeing what the children have been getting up to on Tapestry and have found the time 
to talk about these moments with your child. Any comments you or your child make are also very helpful.

A little ‘homework’ for children and parents for half term. Please take an autumn selfie and upload this to Tapestry. This 
could be a photo of you on an autumn walk in the woods, pumpkin picking, or raking up leaves in the garden.

We will be sharing these when the children return to school and they will lead our learning on autumn.

Thank you,

Mrs Hunt, Mrs Day, Mrs Ferguson & Mrs Slevin

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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MUDCHUTE FARM
It has been an exciting beginning to Year 1 with Bek Class. We have started the term learning all about life on a farm. We 
have created some amazing farm animal masks and also went on a visit to Mudchute Farm! 

A lovely lady, called Denise, gave us a tour and told us some interesting facts about the animals that lived there. She 
even let us help her feed some of them!

We have also been reading some great books such as Farmer Duck and Fergus’s Scary Night. They are based on the 
animals on the farm and what they get up to. We produced diary entries and letters in role as the main characters. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM BEK

LITERACY
Our literacy lessons have been based around ‘Farmer Duck’ and ‘Fergus’s Scary Night’. Both stories are set on a farm, 
which links into our topic area ‘Farm Life’. We have created lots of beautiful writing including a diary entry from the 
perspective of Farmer Duck.

This has been an exciting half term as we have had the chance to visit Mudchute farm.  This was an amazing day! We 
had a tour of the farm and were lucky enough to have a workshop which let us feed and stroke lots of different animals 
like goats and chickens.

In Science we have been learning about plants. We have grown our very own broad bean plants and they have grown 
really tall! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM MILLS
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BOLLYWOOD DANCING
Year 2 have been learning all about Indian faith and culture. We have learnt about the main Indian religions, Indian 
animals and Diwali-the Festival of Lights! This week Ambur came to school to teach us about India and Bollywood 
dancing. We learnt some moves and then put them together in a routine. Some of us even got a bindi for such a great 
effort in the workshop!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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NEWS REPORTERS
The children of Sherard Class became 
news reporters this half term! 

We have been learning about 
deforestation and the reasons people 
are both for and against it. Using 
this knowledge, we created news 
programmes by using the iPad to film 
in front a green screen. 

We learnt about how green screens 
work and edited our own news 
programmes using iPads. 

Sherard Class had lots of fun doing 
this and especially enjoyed watching 
back the finished product! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM SHERARD

SCIENCE
In Shaw-Brooke this half term we have been learning about Light and Shadow.  We have conducted lots of experiments 
outside.  This has included how shadows change during the day as in this picture.  

We also discovered what causes shadows, the difference between light sources and reflected light, and new vocabulary 
such as  opaque, translucent and transparent.  

We have experimented and presented our results in bar charts and diagrams – just as a scientist would.

WHAT’S NEW FROM SHAW-BROOKE
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ROMAN BRITAIN
Roman Britain has dominated our learning in Year 4 since September and what a hit it’s been! 

Our literacy learning began with a journey to AD79 and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and has ended with a mystery 
involving bread rolls and palindromes. We were lucky enough to visit the British Museum and explore the legacy of our 
Roman invasion. 

On our return, we made some Top Trump style playing cards reflecting what we considered the most influential Roman 
inventions to be. Our creative homework has been just fabulous and enriched our learning further. 

THANK YOU for all the time and effort our parents and carers have given to supporting the children in this way. 

We will keep these on display in classrooms and return them at the end of the term.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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JAPAN
WG Grace class have spent the term learning about Japan. 

We worked together with a partner to plan a trip to Japan, this included researching hotels, travel and what tourist 
attractions we would intend on visiting. We also spent an afternoon making origami paper cranes and learnt about 
Sadako Sasaki. Through research we now have a better understanding of the similarities and differences between the 
British and Japanese culture. Using an atlas and google maps, we each labelled maps of Japan, identifying the major 
cities and landmarks and are more confident when explaining this to others. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM WG GRACE

TOPIC
This term in Topic, Chaucer have been looking at the Japanese culture and how it differs from ours. This is linked to our 
power of reading text which is Kensuke’s Kingdom.  

The children have had fun learning about the geography, history and culture of Japan. We have looked at a famous artist 
called Hokusai and even planned our own trip to Japan. For this, the children researched which airline they would like to 
fly with and where they would like to stay. 

One of their lessons involved reading about the girl who tried to fold 1000 cranes. The children were fascinated learning 
about the history around the bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. We discussed why she wanted to fold the cranes and 
how she is remembered today. After that, we had a go at folding our own cranes. Although the origami was rather tricky, 
we all still had great fun!

WHAT’S NEW FROM CHAUCER



13

YEAR 6 ACTIVITIES
It was lovely to welcome the children back to another exciting year at Eltham Church of England School. 

The first half of the Autum Term is always a busy one and Year 6 have been enjoying visiting their propsective secondary 
schools in readiness to make their final choices in the coming weeks. In school we have been learning about the 
First World War and our class book, War Horse by Michael Morpurgo, has proved a popular choice. We have written 
persuassive letters, war horse fact-files and guides for soldiers on how to survive life in the trenches.  

In science we have been learning all about ‘Seeing Light’ and have looked at how the eye works. Our RE Topic has been 
‘Understanding Faith in...’ and we have looked at how faith is represented accross the borough of Greenwich, producing 
eye-ctching posters. 

There is much to look forward to next half term, with the French Trip to Arras being a particular highlight. We hope you all 
have a lovely half term.

Mrs Bailey and Mrs D’Cruze

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017 / 2018

Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year – please note there is one School 
Inset Day to be confirmed:

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 6 to Friday 20 October 
2017
STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 
October 2017

(Term two)
Monday 30 October to Wednesday 20 
December 2017

Christmas and New Year holiday:
Thursday 21 December 2017
to Monday 1 January 2018

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Thursday 4 January to Friday 9 
February 2018
STAFF INSET DAYS:
Tuesday 2 January 2018
Wednesday 3 January 2018

Half-term holiday
Monday 12 February to Friday 16 
February 2018

(Term four)
Monday 19 February to Thursday 29 
March 2018

Easter Holiday 
Friday 30 March to Friday 13 April 
2018

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Monday 16 April to Friday 25 May 
2018 (except May Day Bank Holiday 
on 7 May)

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 
(spring Bank Holiday on 28 May)

(Term six)
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 2018


