
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 6th September 2017 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It was a pleasure to welcome your children back today and very much hope you had 
an enjoyable summer break. This letter outlines our focus areas in Years 3 and 4 this 
term in addition to our core reading, writing and maths teaching. It also provides a 
reminder of the arrangements for other aspects of our school life.  

YEAR 3 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Curriculum Area Focus Focus 

Core Texts The Great Kapok Tree Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Creative Curriculum 
Focus 

Do You Know The Secrets Of The American Rainforest? 

Rainforests The Maya Civilisation 

Science Can You See Me? Forces and Magnets 

R.E. Who is Jesus? Why is remembrance important? 

How do art and music convey the 
Christmas message? 

YEAR 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Curriculum Area Focus Focus 

Core Texts Escape from Pompeii 

Roman Mysteries – The Code of 
Romulus 

Ice Trap 

Ice Palace 

Creative Curriculum 
Focus 

What is a legacy? 

Roman Britain Discovering Antarctica 

Science Living in different Environments Circuits and Conductors 

R.E. How did belief in God affect the 
actions of people in the Old 
Testament? 

What are the Beatitudes? 

Is Peace the most important 
message of Christmas? 

 

Home Learning – In Key Stage 2, home learning tasks will be used to: 

• Reinforce and consolidate class work 



 

• Prepare for future class work 

• Encourage ownership and responsibility for learning 

• Provide opportunities for independent learning 

• Train pupils in organising a managing their own time 

• Provide opportunities for parental co-operation and support 

One piece of written and literacy and maths homework will be set each Friday, to be 
returned by the following Friday. Our first written homework will be set on Friday,15th 

September in a homework folder provided to all children. Some homework will be 
marked in class, other homework will be marked by the teacher and returned to 
children in the following week.  

In addition, children will be provided access to additional resources for 
enrichment/self-guided homework, using the on-line Mathletics and Bug Club 
resources. A creative homework, linked to topic themes, will be set each term. 

  

Spellings – Spellings will be distributed each half term and recorded in reading 
journals weekly. Children will be given 12 spellings a week, which will may be 
differentiated according to their ability and may focus on a particular spelling rule. 
Please encourage your children to learn these spellings. The expectations of the new 
curriculum are notably more challenging in this particular area so although teachers 
will revisit the weekly spellings a number of times in class each week, support from 
home is essential too. Spellings will be tested on a Friday.   

 

Times tables – Children will take part in a regular, timed table facts test. More details 
of this will follow in due course.  It is now a national expectation that children will 
leave Y3 knowing their x2, x3, x4, x5, x6, x8 and x10 tables and Year 4 children will 
leave knowing these and x7, x9, x11 and x12 tables.  
 

Reading – Children are encouraged to read daily and so they will be given the 
opportunity to change their books at school regularly. They are expected to do this 
independently; do let your teacher know if this is not happening with sufficient 
regularity. At Eltham Church of England School, there is an expectation that children 
will read with an adult at home at least 3 times a week and at other times 
independently. Please record a brief comment and sign your child’s reading journal 
when you have read with them.  We would also appreciate it if you could ensure all 
school books are returned when so another child read can enjoy them. 

 

Uniform – Please ensure all children’s clothes are clearly named (including shoes 
and coats). If items are not named, they are less likely to make their way back to the 
child if mislaid. Winter uniform must be worn after the October half term. 

 

 



 

Boys Girls 

Grey trousers or shorts 

Maroon jumper or sweatshirt 

White shirt and school tie 

Black or brown shoes 

Maroon, navy, grey or black anorak or 
coat 

Grey skirts, culottes or pinafore dress 

Maroon jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan 

Grey or white socks or grey tights 

White shirt and school tie 

Black or brown shoes 

Maroon, navy, grey or black anorak or 
coat 

 

Book bags – Classroom storage has been designed to accommodate school book 
bags and not large ruck sacks which can become a trip hazard. A named book bag 
should be provided to all children. 

 

P.E. – Please ensure all the P.E. kit and its bag is named and available in school 
every day. P.E. kit should include: P.E. bag, school’s P.E. t-shirt, black sports shorts 
and black plimsolls. Black tracksuit bottoms and tops may be worn in colder weather.  

 

Intervention groups – From time to time, children in the phase will benefit from 
some additional support to fill gaps in their knowledge or re teach an area of the 
curriculum they found challenging. Intervention and boost groups will run most 
afternoons throughout the year. Your child’s teacher will advise you of attendance 
and the goals of the group.  

  

Swimming – Children in Year 4 will have swimming lessons on a Wednesday 
afternoon. Nesbit class will swim September - February and Gregory class February - 
July. More information will be sent out in due course. Please note however girls must 
be in swimming costumes, not bikinis; boys need to wear trunks or shorts that finish 
clearly above the knee; every child needs to wear a swimming hat and no goggles 
are allowed until instructed by the swimming tutors. They are very strict on these 
rules!  

 

Music – Children in Years 3 will be learning to play the Djembe drum and trumpet 
this year as part of the curriculum and at no additional cost to parents/carers. 
Additional individual or paired lessons are available at an additional cost. Please see 
the School’s Information Sheet for contact details of these teachers, or speak to the 
School Office. 

 

Water bottles – Children are strongly advised to have a named water bottle in 
school at all times. 

 



 

Fruit snacks – The provision of free fruit and vegetable snacks for break times stops 
at the end of KS1. Parents are welcome to provide a fruit snack to their children to 
eat at break times but no cereal bars please.    

 

Trips – The children will enjoy a memorable enrichment activities throughout the 
year.  Trips are currently booked for Monday 2nd October and Tuesday 12th June. 
Regrettably, if insufficient parental contributions are returned, the school will have to 
cancel planned trips/events as funding restrictions no longer allow for shortfalls to be 
off-set from central funds. We are always grateful for the offers from parents/carers to 
accompany trips. In Key Stage 2, a maximum of 5 parent/carer volunteers will be 
requested for each trip.  

 

In addition, we will also be taking the children to a local park to support our science 
learning on a number of occasions during the year. As this is considered a local area 
trip, we will not require specific permissions or financial support. 

 

We very much look forward to another fantastic year and thank you for all your 
continuing support. 

  

 

With regards, 

 

Mrs Leonard, Nesbit Class Teacher & LKS2 Phase Leader         

Miss McCarthy, Gregory Class Teacher 

Miss Linge, Sherard Class Teacher 

Mr Cardy, Shaw-Brooke Class Teacher 

 

 

 


