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Dear Parents & Carers,

Another half term over and we move closer to completion on the 
rebuild!  Kier are in the final stages of refurbishing the ‘old’ school, and 
are on track to be complete on 12th June and it is anticipated that we 
will be moving in on Monday 19th June!  An exciting time and a little 
surreal to think that the programme is nearly complete – the children 
are desperate to play on the new 4G ball court!

This half term has seen us say goodbye to Mrs Majorski in the school 
office.  She has worked at Eltham for the past 11 years and will be 
missed by the staff and children.  We wish her well as she moves closer 
to the seaside.

We also wish Miss Houston every blessing as she prepares for the 
arrival of her baby.  She has supported children across the school with 
energy, commitment and passion.  She will also be missed, but we look 
forward to welcoming her back in due course.

We have had an excellent maths week led by Miss Shea, where the 
children have enjoyed different activities and problems in a variety 
of contexts and situations.  She also introduced a new online maths 
programme that the school will be using called Mathletics, thank you for 
all the parents who attended the launch of the programme and to Ms 
Shea and the teachers for organising such an exciting week. 

As we take an opportunity to reflect on the events in England this 
week, may I ask that we continue to pray for peace and comfort for 
those who are mourning, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” 2 Corinthians 
4 v 3&4.

May I wish you all a restful half term break and look forward to 
welcoming you back on the 5th June for our final half term of the school 
year!

With best wishes
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PE Report
The PE focus since February has been 
Gymnastics. The school follows the Key Steps 
programme devised by the British Gymnastic 
Association. All the classes have had an 
opportunity to use the apparatus and we are 
very pleased with the development of their 
gymnastic skills. 

As you can see from the photograph, the 
children are transferring their key skills onto the 
apparatus. 

In addition, the children take responsibility to 
set out the equipment, check it is safe and also 
put it away.

SPORT AT ELTHAM

To keep our children safe in the hot weather please remind them to:

• Wear a sun hat

• Use sun screen

• Drink plenty of water  

• Play out in the sun for short periods of time

SAFEGUARDING

Quadkids
Ten Pupils were selected from Year 6 to 
represent Eltham at the Quadkids Athletics 
Competition, held at Sutcliffe Park. On a 
scorching hot day, we are very proud to say 
our children performed brilliantly and their 
behaviour was impeccable throughout. 

Mrs Richard and Mrs Judd escorted the 
children and supported them throughout the 
events. The five boys and five girls selected 
had to run 600m, 75m, compete in a standing 
long jump event and a throwing event. All their 
points are added together to get an overall 
score. 

We are very proud to announce that out of 23 
schools Eltham came a very impressive 5th. 
A very well done to Jessica, Maia, Vika, Katie, 
Millie, Reece, Funto, Amos, Lucas and David.
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote  
and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also  
an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory 
Service to monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline 
and gives the AAO a cause for concern, then a meeting between the 
school, the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can I remind parents that all absences need to be 
supported with a written letter outlining the reason 
for the absence as soon as your child returns to 
school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  
unauthorised, however a child’s overall attendance 
will be taken into account when consideration is 
given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SUMMER TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2016

Corbett 97.4

North 95.6

Bek 96.8

Archery 96.7

Tarn 97.6

Sherard 96.9

Nesbit 97.3

Gregory 98.3

Chaucer 96.5

WG Grace 96.9

Roper 96.5

Avery 98.7

TOTAL 97.1

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

YEAR 6 PRODUCTION
The year 6 production will be held on 13th July 2017. Detailed information will be given nearer the time.

SCHOOL DINNER
Dinner money for next term will be £68.00 and is payable by Agora.

Please let the school office know if your child is changing meal pattern.

FRENCH TRIP FOR YEAR 5
Please note a deposit of £10.00 must be paid by 8th June to secure a place and the remaining balance to be paid by 
Friday 3rd November 2017.

SCHOOL JOURNEY FOR YEAR 5
Please note, £150.00 of the balance needs to be paid by the 14th July. You can pay instalments at anytime.

SECONDARY TRANSFER PARENT MEETING
The secondary transfer parent meeting is being held on 28th June at 6pm.
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MATHS WEEK ROUND UP

What an action packed Maths Week it has been! 

The children have taken on every challenge with enthusiasm and loved every second. We hope you have learnt more 
about the excellent Maths teaching and learning taking place at Eltham C of E through our Parent Calculation Workshop 
and are looking forward to accessing Mathletics at home too! 

A very big thank you to all of the families for the exceptional effort in making the most original Maths costumes- you really 
have demonstrated to the children how Maths skills are needed in every job! 

Finally thank you to the Year 6 Maths Squad for their hard work and dedication! 

Here are the costume competition winners from each class:

Havana McLeod, Caitlin Mendelsohn, Arlo Hansford, Ellen Duncan, Tarken Behcet, Frank Oliver, Ellie Webber, Lucy 
MacKenzie, Sam Callaghan, Ryan Gosden, Millie Keogh and Tamar Minendenhun.

The ultimate winner of the costume competition is Taylan Behcet.

The raffle winner is Kane Forbes.
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GROWING IN NORTH CLASS
North Class have been working really hard this term and have especially enjoyed our topic ‘growing’. 

One of our favourite things we have done was to go to The Winter Gardens and create art.  We also had a picnic which 
was so much fun, thank you to all the parents that came with us.  The writing we did about the trip was amazing, some of 
us even went to show off our work to the Year 1 teachers!

We have learnt about how plants grow and what they need, we have learnt about life cycles and we have focused on 
‘shapes in nature’ and become particularly good at using money!  

We also had a competition – who could grow the tallest bean stalk.  We sang songs and read to them every day and 
even kept a bean diary.  The winners were: First Prize to Havana McLeod and second prize to Joelle Donaldson… But it 
was close – everyone did so well and now North class have developed ‘green fingers!’

We look forward to our final Reception Topic: Animals.

WHAT’S NEW FROM NORTH

CLASS TRIPS
This half term we have enjoyed some wonderful trips one to The Winter 
Gardens and one to our local Church. Recently we went to the church and 
we got to see all the things we have been learning about like the font which 
in St Johns Church, is really huge! 

We have been learning all about growing and have become quite skilled 
gardeners ourselves. We have grown our own beans and even got to take 
them home.  

We have really enjoyed learning about how things grow and look forward to 
continuing this learning in our next topic which is ‘Animals’.

WHAT’S NEW FROM CORBETT
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LONDON
This half term Bek class have been learning all about London. They have been reading Katie in London and made some 
very persuasive leaflets inviting tourists to visit the main attractions of the city which Katie and her brother Jack had 
visited. 

They have become experts on the Great Fire of London and have fully thrown themselves into this exciting topic. They 
took on the role of Samuel Pepys and wrote some fantastic diary entries describing what they saw and how they felt 
during that terrible time. 

They went on a visit to the National Portrait Gallery and participated in a workshop on Samuel Pepys and King      
Charles II where they created some amazing portraits of both men. They also experimented with a range of materials to 
create collages of what they thought the fire would look like. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM BEK

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
This term Archery Class visited the National Portrait Gallery as part of our Great 
Fire of London topic. We saw portraits of Samuel Pepys and Charles II, we 
learnt all about how Samuel escaped the fire but not before he had hidden his 
wine and cheese! 

Ollie got to dress up in a wig like the one Samuel Pepys wore, which we all 
enjoyed watching. We also enjoyed seeing portraits of Henry VIII and Tom Daly! 

We even drew our own pictures of Samuel Pepys in a fiery scene. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM ARCHERY
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DRESSING UP
Thank you to all of the families from Tarn class for making such an outstanding effort towards their children’s outfits on 
the last day of Maths week. 

Your creative choices of vocation really showcased to the children how Maths skills are needed in every career path. 

Children have thoroughly enjoyed the week and we are very grateful of your support.

WHAT’S NEW FROM TARN

HIEROGLYPHS
This half term, in Topic, we have 
been learning all about Ancient 
Civilisation. We have covered a 
variety of subjects, including the 
social class system, the importance 
of the River Nile, their Gods and 
Goddesses and, of course, the 
process of mummification. 

In literacy, we wrote detailed 
instructions explaining how and 
why the Egyptians mummified their 
dead.

Something we particularly enjoyed 
learning about the Ancient Egyptian 
writing known as ‘hieroglyphs’. We 
even had the opportunity to create 
our own hieroglyphs!

WHAT’S NEW FROM SHERARD



8

ANCIENT EGYPT
Nesbit class have undertaken 
a new system of homework 
this half term which has 
proved a real hit with children 
and parents alike. 

100% of pupils completed 
their written literacy and 
numeracy homework 
throughout the trial and we 
have received the most 
amazing creative homeworks 
with an Ancient Egyptian 
theme. 

An inspiring array of posters, 
sculptures, games, paintings, 
hieroglyph artwork, and 
Egyptian inspired jewellery 
were created and presented 
in class.  

A superb effort by children 
and their parents, thank you.

WHAT’S NEW FROM NESBIT

ROCK GEOLOGY
Our focus in science this half term has been on rocks and soils, including exploring fossilisation.

The children have explored a variety of soils, thinking about their important properties that make them useful for different 
things. We also investigated types of rocks, using our magnifying glasses to examine them and identify each type. 

Having learned about soils and rocks, we moved on to understanding how fossils are made and classifying some of our 
school fossils, learning that they are often millions of years old! Finally, having turned ourselves into fossil detectives, we 
created a guide to finding fossils using our ICT skills to create an exciting and informative fact file.

WHAT’S NEW FROM GREGORY



9

PENTECOST
WG Grace class have enjoyed learning about Pentecost this term as part of our RE study. We have gained a better 
understanding of the events leading up to Pentecost and completed our activities by creating a range of different pieces 
of art work. 

During our class assemblies we have discussed what we are proud of and what positive things we each have in life to be 
thankful for. Then the children each had an opportunity to choose their favourite piece of work to share with the school. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM WG GRACE

MATHS
During this week, the whole school have been involved in maths week! So far, Chaucer have had the opportunity 
to participate in a number of maths related activities. On Monday, Chaucer were involved in the Puzzle Company 
Workshop. The children were spilt into groups of 6 and worked together to solve mathematical puzzles. This was a great 
time for children to participate as a team and communicate by using mathematical language.

“I liked the puzzles because they challenged your brain and they were really fun,” Martin.

“I really enjoyed this as you had to work really quickly!” Charlie.

On Tuesday, Chaucer participated in 2 activities. First was Smartie Maths. Each child has their own box of Smarties and 
created all sorts of statistics using them. They created, bar charts, pie charts and many more.

“I really enjoyed the Smartie Maths because it was fun sorting them out and we got to eat them at the end,” Amelia.

“Smartie Maths was fun because we used chocolate to create bar charts!” Danyel. 

Then came the Mental Maths Workout, which was created and led by some of the year 6 children. Chaucer were split 
into 3 teams and completed 3 different activities. One of which was answering maths questions and if they got it right, 
they were able to throw the bean bag into a hoop to score their team points. 

“We got to do different activities and answer maths questions. We also got prizes if we won!” Scarlett. 

“I liked it when we were playing Twister, it was really challenging!” Joshua.

WHAT’S NEW FROM CHAUCER
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SATS
The word on every Year 6 mind this half term has without a doubt been ‘SATs’.  With characteristic resilience and true 
determination, Roper children worked their socks off to ensure that they were fully prepared and raring to go when the 
week finally arrived.  

They came in every day with smiles and brilliantly positive attitudes that carried them through the challenging papers, and 
throughout the week, they supported and encouraged each other wonderfully.  

I couldn’t be more proud of them. Well done Roper class!

WHAT’S NEW FROM ROPER

GOODNIGHT MR TOM
This half term has been a busy one for Avery. 

First of all, a big well done to all the children for approaching their SATS 
tests in such a dedicated and enthusiatsic way. Your hard work and 
resilience really showed in the mature approach you took to taking the tests. 
Well done!

Avery have enjoyed designing and making the strongest bridge. In small 
groups, they had to design a bridge that could hold the most coins without 
breaking. The winning bridge held ninety 2p coins before breaking. A great 
design from Adam, Alex, Maia and Jazsmin. 

The children have also enjoyed taking part in Maths Week. Activities have 
included: Smartie Maths where the children used mini boxes of Smarties to 
work out fractions, ratios and draw pie charts: the Puzzle Company, where 
they had to use their logic and problem solving skills and a Maths Fair, 
where they designed maths themed games for Years 3, 4 and 5. 

In Literacy and Topic we have started our Summer term work on World 
War Two linked to the text Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Margorian and 
in Science we have completed our work on ‘Animals Including Humans’ by 
carrying out an investigation into the effects of exercise on heart rate.

WHAT’S NEW FROM AVERY
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THE ALWAYS CLUB

HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES TO STAY IN THE ALWAYS CLUB?

ARE YOU:
ALWAYS in school?
ALWAYS on time?
ALWAYS looking smart?
ALWAYS kind and friendly?
ALWAYS demonstrating our school’s values?
ALWAYS completing your homework?
ALWAYS trying your hardest in lessons?

ONLY THE BEST WILL PAST THE TEST!
Special privileges for those that make it!

ALWAYS CLUB SPRING TERM 2 2017
Roper:  Jessica Beck, Mattlee Frans, Vika Frey, Hayden Hicks, Ben May, Lottie Millin, Emily Mitchell, Toby   
  Suttle, Annie Taylor, Lucas Thomas, Lola Wells.

Avery:  Alex Pasha, Anna Joy Charles,Brooke Cloke, David Pongui, Funto Bello, George Andrews,   
  Jazsmin  Trimblett, Joella Odonkor, Katie Senner, Maia Dowler, Oliver Webb, Reece Murphy,   
  Tamar Minendahun.

WG Grace: Ethan Chan, James Conway, Joshua Forrest, Rylee Dixson,  Anika Patel, Saumya Pushparajah,   
  Spencer Sarkodie, Tong Tong Xiao, Anwesha Ghosh, Maisey Kenny, Nara Nwankwo.

Chaucer: Ella Inman, Maisha Odele, Jessica MacKenzie, Amelia Elkin, Platon Razumov, Danyel Poungui, Isabel  
  Attridge, Joshua Bull, Aaliyah Shaker, Ivaila Ivanova, Lethikka Indrarajah, Scarlett Ling, Charis   
  Stafford. 

Gregory:  Lemuel Adeyosoye, Varun Satheswaran, Iman Kerr-Walker, Elizabeth Petkoff, Lucy MacKenzie, Nina  
  Harrod, Kingston Aluko, Richard Rose, Idriss Jalloh, Daniel Almaroof, Charlie May, Claire Ahmed.

Nesbit:  For the first time ever, we are delighted to announce that the WHOLE of Nesbit class are in the Always  
  Club!  This is to celebrate every child’s outstanding achievement in completing their homework on time.   
  Well done Nesbit class, and keep up the fantastic work!

Sherard:  Fauzan Shaker, Sophia Pasha, Maksim Kuchinsky, Beatrice Hartfree, Eleanor Rix, Christina Blentzas  
  Fernandez, Jonathon-Joseph Sarpong, Amaarisah Adeyosoye, Gloria Bellone, Danny Gopisetti,   
  Sophia Gayduk, Melanie Ahmed, Oscar Sanford, Freddie Mole, Jacob Stone.

Archery:  Penelope Commerford-Hughes, Ifeanyi Eze, Sofia Bellone, Belle Dowler, Lenny Mahon. 

Tarn:  Phoebe Elkin, Sophie Jurasz Cruz, Adonai Mussie, Ruby Rix, Thomas Rabourdin, Pia Black, Sahima  
  Nagpal, Giorgos Ziko, Geetan Indrarajah, Zachari Bull, Jamilah Jalloh, Olivia Doyle, Morayo Adegbaye,  
  Abbie Murphy, Raphael Fraser-Davis, Joseph Callaghan, Denas Sartauskas. 

Bek:  William Bailey, Michaela Conway, Arlo Hansford, Iris Luo, Saul Mason, Albert Mole, Victoria Newton,  
  Artemis Paliodimou, Kimberley Roman, Jeselyn Kaki, Sharun Satheswaran, Tia Shen-Pillai, Chelsea  
  Ukalike.
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TERM DATES 2016–2017

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2016 / 2017

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017 / 2018
Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year – please note that are three School 
Inset Days yet to be confirmed:

SUMMER TERM (TERM 5)
Tuesday 18 April to Friday 26 May 2017
(except May Day Bank Holiday 1 May)

Summer Half-Term 
Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2017

(Term 6)
Monday 5 June to Thursday 20 July 2017
STAFF INSET DAY: 
Friday 21 July 2017

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 6 to Friday 20 October 
2017
STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 
October 2017

(Term two)
Monday 30 October to Wednesday 20 
December 2017

Christmas and New Year holiday:
Thursday 21 December 2017
to Monday 1 January 2018

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Tuesday 2 January to Friday 9 
February 2018

Half-term holiday
Monday 12 February to Friday 16 
February 2018

(Term four)
Monday 19 February to Thursday 29 
March 2018

Easter Holiday 
Friday 30 March to Friday 13 April 
2018

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Monday 16 April to Friday 25 May 
2018 (except May Day Bank Holiday 
on 7 May)

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 
(spring Bank Holiday on 28 May)

(Term six)
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 2018

SUMMARY / REMINDERS OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Friday 16th June    Year 5 body changes talk

Friday 16th June    Year 6 puberty talk

Wednesday 28th June   Secondary Transfer Parent Meeting at 6:00pm

Thursday 29th June   Sports day

Friday 14th July     Year 6 leavers service at St John’s

Friday 14th July     Year 6 BBQ

Monday 17th July     EYFS to KS1 transition meeting

Tuesday 18th July    KS1 to KS2 transition meeting


