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Dear Parents and Carers,

Well here we are at the end of an incredible year with our completed 
building work and the children have moved into our brand new teaching 
block.   Also the refurbished old building now has purpose built 
Reception and Nursery classrooms and bespoke outside playgrounds!   
The school looks fantastic and with the improved outside play 
spaces, Eltham Church of England Primary School continues to be an 
outstanding environment for children to play and learn.

This year has seen the teachers and support staff continue to develop 
the way in which children are challenged in their mathematics work, 
having increased ‘reasoning’ and ‘application’ opportunities.  Similarly 
in English, the writing skills and outcomes are varied, challenging and 
of a high quality.  Lastly, we have restructured our creative curriculum, 
ensuring that there is excellent coverage of skills and themes linked to 
our core texts.  Eltham Church of England Primary School continues to 
ensure excellent outcomes for all our children in all year groups.

This summer we say a goodbye of sorts to Miss Payne who moves onto 
new and exciting ventures returning to teach two days per week across 
the school.  We also wish Mrs Gammon well as she looks towards her 
maternity leave – we ask for God’s blessing on her and the new baby.

We welcome Miss Black, Miss Fryer, Mr Cardy, Miss Gale and Miss Day 
to our school at an exciting period in the school’s life.

We also welcome new children into our Reception, year 3 and year 
4 classes as we move towards two forms of entry across the whole 
school.  I am sure that they will enjoy being part of our special and 
successful Church school.

That leaves me to wish our out-going year 6 children every blessing and 
success as they move onto secondary school, and pray that God’s love 
and faithfulness goes with them, and that they draw on the Christian 
foundations and faith that they have established here at Eltham Church 
of England Primary School.
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SPORT AT ELTHAM
GO Run for Fun
24 children across Year 3 - 6 were chosen to compete in the GO 
Run for Fun event at Queen Elizabeth Park. Go Run for Fun, 
together with The Daily Mile is the world’s largest children’s running 
initiative which brought together 5000 primary school children from 
London and across Britain to take part in the 2km fun run.  

Cheering on the children at the event were VIP guests from the 
world of sport including Olympians Denise Lewis and Colin Jackson. 
Our team displayed great sportsmanship throughout the event and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  

Basketball
Mrs Judd took the basketball team (Ajibola Babatunde, Reece 
Murphy, Joshua Maja, Ivaila Ivanova, Danyel Poungui, Millie Keogh) 
along to Corelli College for the Greenwich Basketball Competition. 

The team played four matches in the first round, winning three and 
a narrow loss in one. 

Girl’s Kwik Cricket Competition
The cricket team was accompanied by Mrs Senner and Mrs H 
Hayes. The girls played three matches in the first round and won all 
three. Highlights of the morning’s play included some great fielding 
especially by Katie Senner, some excellent bowling by Vika and 
good batting performances by all the girls. 

Mrs Senner and Mrs H Hayes said that it was an absolute pleasure 
to watch the girls play some fabulous cricket and that they 
represented the school impeccably.

Mixed/Best of Kwik Cricket Competition
The cricket tournament took place at Charlton Park and the team 
were accompanied by Mrs Senner and Mrs Richards. In the first 
round the team played three matches of which they won two and 
lost one. Mrs Senner said that there was some superb bowling by 
Henderson, Ben, David and Alex, great batting by Joshua, Funto, 
Ben and Reece and some outstanding fielding by Jess. 

Mrs Senner and Mrs Richards reported that the children’s behaviour 
was amazing and that they represented the school brilliantly.

Tennis
Our Mini Tennis team took part in a tennis competition against 
Invicta Primary School. Keira Butt, Verity Mason, Matthew 
Oleksandrenko and Thomas Malia played eight matches between 
them and won 7-1. This meant they qualified to represent 
Greenwich at the London Youth Games.  

The team played at the Crystal Palace National Sports Centre in the 
London Youth Games. Overall it was a very good team performance 
and I was very proud of the way the children conducted themselves 
and the sportsmanship they demonstrated. 
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SPORT AT ELTHAM
Sportathon
Thirty pupils from Nesbit and Gregory classes took part in Sportathon. This is a multi-sport event organised by 
Greenwich in which all the borough schools take part. Eltham competed against 17 other schools and they all 
participated to their best ability and as a team. The events included a target section that included netball, hockey and 
golf.  Stanley, Eloise and Ellie did particularly well at the golf and Daisy, Victor, Aaliyah and Emmanuel scored lots of 
goals at the netball.

Eltham’s next event was athletics. This included speed bounce, standing long jump and the shot putt throw. Iman 
excelled in the long jump, Emmanuel was awesome at the speed bounce and Stanley threw the longest distance in the 
shot putt throw. 

The third event for Eltham was the dance. The dance had an Olympic theme with all children participating 
enthusiastically. Claire, Charlie, Ryan and Idriss really enjoyed learning the dance and interacting with the dance 
teachers.

The last event was a favourite with most of the children – it was the wheelchair relay. They had to work in two teams and 
relay in a wheel chair for 20 minutes. This event gave them opportunity to experience how difficult it is to participate in 
sport with a disability. 

As always we were very proud of the children as they participated with enthusiasm and demonstrated great 
sportsmanship. 

SPORTS DAY
This annual sports day for KS1 and KS2 took place at Eltham Park South on Thursday 29th June. KS1 competed in the 
morning with KS2 starting their events at 2pm in the afternoon. 

KS1 sports activities were set up and led by pupils in Year 5. They did a great job setting up the equipment, 
demonstrating the event and helping individuals participate. They were very supportive and encouraging throughout. The 
children completed six stations testing their skills in balance, throwing, skipping and running. The sports activities were 
completed with a final running race.

KS2 sports activities were again set up by the Year 5 pupils who then had to compete themselves. The activities were 
similar to the KS1 events but with a higher level of difficulty. 

The smooth running of the sports was mostly down to the Year 5 pupils who had received their training from Mrs Senner. 
Mrs Richards was like a human calculator on the scoring table and we cannot forget Mrs Gammon and her majestic use 
of the air horn.
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote  
and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also  
an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory 
Service to monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline 
and gives the AAO a cause for concern, then a meeting between the 
school, the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can I remind parents that all absences need to be 
supported with a written letter outlining the reason 
for the absence as soon as your child returns to 
school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  
unauthorised, however a child’s overall attendance 
will be taken into account when consideration is 
given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SUMMER TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2016

Corbett 96.8

North 95.8

Bek 97.1

Archery 96.2

Tarn 97.7

Sherard 96.8

Nesbit 97.4

Gregory 98.1

Chaucer 96.7

WG Grace 97.1

Roper 96.1

Avery 98.5

TOTAL 97.0

INDIVIDUAL ATTENDANCE

The following pupils achieved 100% attendance this year:

George Andews

Alexander Bajomo

Lucas Baughan

Jessica Beck

Oluwafunto Bello

Aiden Cooke

Zahra Dube

Sophia Gayduck

Danny Gopisetti

Nina Harrod

Daisy Hemment

Martin Ivanov

Giuseppe Lazzaretto Antunes

Scarlett Ling

Verity Mason

Charlie May

Eloise Newton

Maisha Odele

Joella Odonkor

Joseph Odonkor

Gabriel Odulate

Naomi Odulate

Erica Otoo

Alex Pasha

Danyel Poungui

David Poungui

Esther Poungui

Daisy Radley

Kimberly Roman

Spencer Sarkodie

Aaliyah Shaker

Kishaina Thiruselvan

Oliver Webb

Alivia Wells

Yenuli Wijeyewardena

Yuzheng Xiao

We would like to say thank you to all 
of our pupils for their attendance.

Many of you were close to 100% 
attendance and we’re really proud of 
the effort you all make.
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CODING WEEK ROUND UP

SAFEGUARDING

During the summer holidays remember to play in safe areas and always cross the road safely. 

During this half term, children had the opportunity to participate in several different sessions involving coding. The 
children were exposed to different types of coding, learning new terms and understanding how coding is used in the real 
world. In addition, classes looked at e-safety and how children can keep themselves safe online while still enjoying the 
many amazing things on the internet.

The children were able to complete two sessions one of which was an ‘unplugged’ activity where children had to use their 
maths and literacy skills to create a set of instructions which would later be input into a computer/iPad.

As part of our class assemblies, each class looked at how to stay safe online with an emphasis on social media for those 
children in UKS2. 

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SCHOOL DINNER
Dinner money for next term will be £85.80 and is payable by Agora.

Please let the school office know if your child is changing meal pattern.

SCHOOL JOURNEY FOR YEAR 5
Parents are still able to pay for the school journey installments at any time.

ALPHA CLUB
Alpha club will be running their summer club provision from Monday at Eltham Church of England school. Please contact 
Alpha club for details.

From September they will also be providing an after school provision for children based at the School. If you would like to 
sign your child up please contact Alpha club.
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ANIMAL HABITATS AND PATTERNS
This half term we have worked super hard on our topic: Animals.  We have looked at habitats, animal patterns and we 
even had time to make some glittery spider webs!   We have focused especially hard on being more independent when 
we are working in our Literacy and Mathematics so that we are ready for our move to Year 1.

It’s been a fantastic year for North full of Learning and fun.  We recently celebrated our achievements at a Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic where Mr Bulpitt presented us with our Learning Journeys.

We also had a huge picnic and took part in some sporting events, until of course as is customary during Receptions 
annual picnic, the rain came along and cut it short!  Never the less we had a great day, special thanks to all the parents 
who walked us there!

Thank you to North for being a fabulous class and good luck as you take on the exciting challenge of Year 1!

WHAT’S NEW FROM NORTH

NEW BEGINNINGS
What a wonderful summer term we have had! We have enjoyed spending 
time in the new reception classrooms and outdoor area. We have also had 
the excitement of watching our own butterflies go through metamorphosis 
and a lovely Teddy Bears picnic at the park.

All the adults who have worked with Corbett Class are so proud of their 
progress, and are happy knowing that they are ready for the next stage of 
their learning in Year 1. 

We all hope Corbett Class and their families have a lovely relaxing summer 
and return refreshed ready to impress Miss Donnelly with all their skills.

It has been a pleasure to teach Corbett Class this year and we look forward 
to hearing about all their achievements in the years to come.

WHAT’S NEW FROM CORBETT
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BUDDHISM
This half term Bek class have been learning all about Buddhism. We had special visitors who brought some exciting 
things to show us. Some of us got to dress up in majestic costumes to help retell the story and life of Buddha. We also 
had the experience of different musical artefacts including gongs, singing bowls and drums.

We have really enjoyed our literacy lessons based on the story ‘The Snail and the Whale’. We created some lovely 
pieces of writing including diary entries in role as the snail. We became experts on whales and produced non 
chronological reports with lots of interesting facts! 

For science we have been learning all about ocean life and the amazing creatures that can survive there. We had to 
identify ocean creatures and describe how they survive in their habitat. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM BEK

BUDDHISM
This half term, Archery class have been learning about the Buddhist faith. We 
took part in an exciting workshop where we learnt about Buddhist traditions and 
saw traditional Buddhist dress, some of the children and teachers even dressed 
up! 

In class we learnt about how Buddah taught all about kindness just like Jesus 
taught Christians to be kind. We heard a story about Buddah and his cousin 
and how they looked after a poorly swan; we wrote kindness promises on 
swans and decorated them. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM ARCHERY
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THANK YOU
Miss Shea and Mrs Smith would like to thank all the parents and families from Tarn class for their support this year. Most 
importantly, they would like to congratulate the children on their outstanding achievements and hard work. 

It’s been a great year and they hope you have a wonderful summer! ‘Time for the next step! Good luck!’

WHAT’S NEW FROM TARN

TIMOTHY KNAPMAN
Sherard Class were lucky enough 
to meet the author, Timothy 
Knapman, this half term! We were 
invited to listen to some of his 
stories, read by the author himself, 
at Eltham Library. 

Sherard Class were fascinated by 
both the story and illustrations they 
were shown and the school were 
gifted four of his fantastic story 
books:

• Dinosaurs in my School

• Dinosaurs at the Supermarket

• Soon and Time now to Dream

WHAT’S NEW FROM SHERARD
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GENERAL ELECTION
On 8th June, Nesbit Class entered 
into the election spirit by conducting 
their own parliamentary election. 
Each class member took the role of 
either Party Leader, Chancellor, Home 
Secretary or Foreign secretary and 
worked together to create their own 
political parties and manifestos. As you 
can imagine, it was great fun but also 
helped the children understand how 
essential listening and compromise 
are in any collaborative working.

After all parties had presented a 
vote took place. By the narrowest of 
margins, the Global Helpers, seen 
pictured, secured victory! Their 
manifesto focused on improving the 
happiness of the country by investing 
in healthcare, jobs and national 
security. Well done to Jayden, Emily, 
Joe and Stanley. British Values of 
democracy are well and truly alive in 
Years 3 and 4.

WHAT’S NEW FROM NESBIT

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
This term in Years 3 and 4, to round off our learning, we have been discovering Christopher Columbus. Our classes have 
enjoyed writing newspaper articles about the departure of his ships west from Europe in the 15th Century. As well as this 
we have composed diary entries from his perspective as he discovered unknown islands. 

Alongside this learning, we have begun to get familiar with maps. We have become familiar with ordinance survey maps, 
learning to navigate within them. This has included extending our knowledge of compass points to eight directions, 
thinking about co-ordinates and map symbols too. So now we are all ready to plan an adventure of our own!

WHAT’S NEW FROM GREGORY
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FIDGET SPINNING MATHS
WG Grace class all agree that the highlight of the term was our Fidget Spinner Maths lesson. The class all brought in 
their different fidget spinners and together we looked at how we could combine Mathematics and fidget spinners (How 
long do they each spin for? How much do they weigh? What was the most popular colour?). 

Within groups they brainstormed a range of questions and then completed different investigations to collect data. WG 
Grace then graphed their results using Microsoft Excel and presented their information on a poster. Children were able to 
share with the class their findings and compare results with each other. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM WG GRACE

SCIENCE
This term in science, Chaucer have been looking at properties of materials. We started by looking at some of the key 
definitions that would be important throughout the term. 

The children carried out a number of investigations to do with whether changes are reversible or irreversible. One 
investigation they undertook was to dissolve different materials in water. The children had fun mixing and describing what 
they saw. They went on to investigate irreversible mixtures in water and explain that if carbon dioxide was given off then 
it was an irreversible reaction. 

One of their lessons involved a carousel of activities. Five tables were set up for testing different properties (conductivity, 
magnetism, transparency and solubility). The last activity enabled the children to plan their own investigation. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed this lesson and were able to develop their ability to think scientifically. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM CHAUCER
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YEAR 6 ACTIVITIES
It has been such a busy half term for Year 6 filled with lots of lovely activities and Leavers’ events. First of all, well done 
for a fabulous production: ‘The Greatest…’ All the children worked really hard on dancing, singing and gymnastics - it 
was a fantastic evening!

On Friday 7th July, Year 6 attended the Southwark Cathedral Leavers’ service. The theme was ‘Learning Lessons from 
the Past’ and the children were joined at the cathedral by Father Jim. On Friday 14th July, Year 6 were presented with 
their Bibles at St John the Baptist Church from the Leggett Society. A special memento of their time at Eltham Church of 
England Primary School.

In their final week, Year 6 attended the World Para Athletics Championships at the Olympic Stadium in Stratford. A great 
day was had by all and they even got to meet some of the athletes from team GB!

We wish Year 6 every success in the future as they move on to their secondary schools.

Mrs Bailey and Miss Payne

YEAR 6 CLASS OF 2017
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017 / 2018

Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year – please note that are three School 
Inset Days yet to be confirmed:

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 6 to Friday 20 October 
2017
STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 
October 2017

(Term two)
Monday 30 October to Wednesday 20 
December 2017

Christmas and New Year holiday:
Thursday 21 December 2017
to Monday 1 January 2018

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Tuesday 2 January to Friday 9 
February 2018

Half-term holiday
Monday 12 February to Friday 16 
February 2018

(Term four)
Monday 19 February to Thursday 29 
March 2018

Easter Holiday 
Friday 30 March to Friday 13 April 
2018

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Monday 16 April to Friday 25 May 
2018 (except May Day Bank Holiday 
on 7 May)

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 
(spring Bank Holiday on 28 May)

(Term six)
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 2018


