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Dear Parents and Carers,

Spring term is always an exciting and fast-moving season and 
this year has been no different!  You will see throughout the 
newsletter the different and exciting things that our children 
have experienced over the last 6 weeks.  

Our school continues to expand and we welcome new children 
and families into year 1 after the Easter holiday, as we move 
towards being a two form entry school with 420 pupils.  We will 
continue to admit children into the current year 2 as they move 
into year 3 in September and with a second year of 60 children 
joining Reception we will be at full capacity by September 
2019.

The outstanding issues in the school building project are being 
addressed.  I must give my thanks to Mr Osborn and Mr May, 
who continue to support and challenge the contractors and 
funding agency, to ensure that your children and the future 
pupils of Eltham Church of England Primary School attend a 
school that is of the highest quality.

As we enter into the Easter break, and we reflect on the 
foundation of our faith through Jesus Christ, may I wish you all 
a peaceful and blessed Easter and look forward to welcoming 
children back on Tuesday 17th April for the summer term.

Yours faithfully
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SPORT AT ELTHAM

ELTHAM VS. CHRISTCHURCH

The Year 3 boys had their first football match against Christchurch. It was a competitive match and Christchurch were a 
very strong opposition. 

The first quarter was a 1-1 draw with Jaden scoring the equalising goal. The second quarter was won by Christchurch 
3-0 with some great attacking football. The third quarter was a much stronger performance by Eltham, with some very 
good team passing and the defence working hard to stop any attacks. Eltham won this quarter 4-2 with goals from Oscar 
and Thomas. 

Eltham continued this excellent play into the fourth and final quarter, winning it 3-2 with goals from George and Thomas. 
All the boys played exceptionally well and they were a credit to the school. A big thank you to Mrs Senner for the coach-
ing session before the game and for her excellent refereeing.

THOMAS TALLIS DANCE FESTIVAL

For the third consecutive year the dance club have taken part in the annual dance festival at Thomas Tallis School. 

The club have the opportunity to practice on a staged area and then perform to an audience of Thomas Tallis pupils and 
staff. The pupils really enjoy taking part and having the opportunity to showcase their dance skills. They also had the 
chance to watch other schools and some of the secondary pupils perform. 

The girls were accompanied by Mrs Judd and Mrs Leung. They were both really proud of the way the children performed 
and behaved on the day and said that its was a pleasure to be with them for this special day.
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PRAYER GARDEN COMPETITION

Excitement is building as we draw closer to our new Prayer Garden being built.  The response to the design competi-
tion was overwhelming with more than 150 entries being received! Thank you to all the families who supported this so 
enthusiastically. Judging took place after the half term so the children’s ideas could be incorporated into the final design 
decisions. It was very clear from the quality of the  ideas that the children had thought carefully about what would make 
this a truly special space for our school community. Winners were presented with their prizes this month during our World 
Book Day assembly.  Their suggestions included:

• the use of sensory plants that could be heard in the wind and were fragrant

• space for classes to grow seasonal plants and bulbs

• the use of water to help us listen and find stillness

• stepping stones /paths made of different materials

• sharing our space with wildlife of all types

• trees or larger plants to help the space feel more natural and calm

• displaying important and inspiration quotations from the Bible as a focus for reflection

• using a cross or special focal point

We are delighted to report that initial construction work will begin during the Easter holiday with additional works being 
carried out during the early part of the summer term. Once the building elements have been completed, we will be plant-
ing and populating the space with the design and art projects the children are  working on in class. 

All you gardeners out there will know,  a garden of any sort takes time to establish and will evolve over many years. We 
are committed to ensure our Prayer Garden will provide lasting opportunities for our school communities to come togeth-
er to celebrate our faith and the natural world. Do let the School Office know if you are able to offer any time or skills in 
helping us to develop and maintain the garden over the coming years.

THE WINNERS WERE...

Reception: Ronan Carlin and Eden   
     Banks
Year 1:     Harry Hemment and   
     Naomi Odulate
Year 2:     Alfred Goldie and   
     Kimberley Roman

Year 3:     Belinda Bautista-Gazda   
     and Leo (and Hayley) Hicks
Year 4:      Jay Kumar and Emmanuel  
     Pongui

Year 5: Thomas Malia and Iris   
 Mack
Year 6: Swayla Costa Alegre and   
 Ryan Gosden
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to 
promote and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is 
also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance 
Advisory Service to monitor and support our management of pupil 
attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s 
attendance has crossed the threshold even when all absences 
have been correctly documented and understood. If a child’s 
attendance continues to decline and gives the Attendance Advisory 
Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting between the school, 
the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported 
with a written letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as 
your child returns to school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however 
a child’s overall attendance will be taken into account when 
consideration is given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SPRING TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2017

Corbett 96.1

North 96.3

Bek 97.5

Mills  96.6

Archery 96.7

Tarn 97.8

Sherard 96.0

Shaw-Brooke 97.2

Nesbit 96.8

Gregory 97.5

Chaucer 96.8

WG Grace 96.8

Roper 97.0

Avery 96.5

TOTAL 96.8

SAFEGUARDING

SOCIAL MEDIA
With social media and YouTube in the news headlines again this month, please remember to check 
parental settings for internet access at home, and monitor your child’s use of the internet to ensure 
they are not exposed to any undesirable websites. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

SCHOOL DINNER

Dinner money for next term will be £72.80 and is payable by Agora.

Please let the school office know if your child is changing meal pattern.

SLIME

Please can you discourage your children from bringing slime into school. Unfortunately some children have brought slime 
into school which has made a mess in some areas and is difficult to clean off. Thank you for your understanding.

INSET DAY

We would like to remind parents and carers that Monday 16th April is an INSET day and children return to school on 
Tuesday 17th April.

EASTER SERVICE

There will be an Easter service on Friday 20th April at St John the Baptist. Parents and carers are welcome to attend the 
service.

CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS

Class photos are being taken on Friday 27th April. Children are asked to be dressed in Summer uniform.

SATS WEEK

Year 6 SATS week starts on Monday 14th May.

E-SAFETY WORKSHOP

The school will be holding an E-Safety workshop for parents and carers on Thursday 3rd May. More details will follow.
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BEAR HUNT
Reception have enjoyed our Topic Bears.  We even went on our very own Bear Hunt and we did find a bear!  We had 
a fabulous time on our trip at Wide Horizons. Thank you to our parents that came on the trip and offered their names 
forward as volunteers.  We really couldn’t do these trips without you.

We absolutely loved world book day, everyone made such a great effort. We shared some of our favourite stories with 
each other and acted out our favourite scenes.  The children are working really hard on their writing and especially 
applying their phonics into writing words and sentences.

We have also been looking at addition and subtraction, although tricky the children have really tried hard with this.  We 
carried out an amazing Science Experiment to find out how Polar Bears keep warm, the children loved using the ice and 
really began to understand the concepts we were sharing with them.

Miss Day and Miss Inns really enjoyed seeing the parents on parents evening and showing off the children’s amazing 
work.  A huge thank you from us for supporting us and always being so positive and open to suggestions. 

Have a wonderful Easter break.

WHAT’S NEW FROM NORTH & CORBETT

ANIMAL THEME 
As another term 
comes to an end, 
we reflect on a busy 
few weeks in Hope 
Class. The children 
are now very 
established in the 
class routines and 
try hard to get Dojo 
points or to be Star 
of the Day. 

The nursery staff continue to offer a wide range of activities to engage the children. The plants are growing in the outdoor 
area, and we plan to use the Forest Schools area in the Summer Term. We have also introduced more sensory activities 
to explore in the outdoor kitchen. Mrs Ferguson is also keen to get the mud kitchen set up in the summer.

We have had an animal theme in the nursery this term and our books have included The Three Little Pigs, Three Billy 
Goats Gruff and Farmer Duck. To celebrate Chinese New Year, the home corner was set up as a Chinese Restaurant. 
The children loved dressing up and pretending to be restaurant staff or customers. 

Due to the snow, World Book Day was recheduled, the children and teachers all enjoyed taking part in the day.

Mrs Ferguson, Mrs Day, Mrs Naylor and Mrs Hayes would like to wish all our nursery children and their parents a very 
happy Easter and to take this opportunity to say thank you for your continued support.

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
This half term we have been continuing with our topic on 
the Great Fire of London. We have used ICT to research 
Samuel Pepys and created our own Ebooks on the facts 
that we learnt. 

For world book day we all dressed up as our favourite 
characters from a book. KS1 had a fancy dress parade 
around the playground. We had a special assembly where 
prizes were given out to the best dressed costumes! 

We were also very lucky to have year 5 come and read 
our special books with us!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD
This half term, Year 2 visited the Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green. We had a very exciting day! We all took part in 
a workshop where we got to order toys on a timeline. 

We looked at toys from our grandparents time right up until now! Then, the best part was playing with all the old toys and 
games! We loved the 3D glasses and Tiddly Winks was great fun. After that, we got to explore the museum where we 
enjoyed dressing up in Victorian clothes, had a go on rocking horses and even got to play in a sand pit. 

A few children were overheard exclaiming that this was ‘the best trip ever!’

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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GREEN FINGERS
This half term Year 3 have become gardeners! As part of our science topic on plants, we have been looking at how plants 
grow and how they survive in their environments. 

We conducted an experiment where we planted bean seeds into cotton wool to see how a plant goes from a tiny 
bean seed to a growing plant. We had to water them every day and used bean diaries to keep track of their progress. 
Hopefully, when we plant them in soil they will continue to grow! We also conducted a celery test where we used dyed 
water to see how water travels through the celery to nourish the leaves. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

THE HUMAN BODY
Leading up to the summer term, year 4 have begun to think about the human 
body. We have been participating in a variety of familiar and new sports, and 
having great fun doing so. 

Some children from year 3 and 4 went on a trip to the Click and Climb wall at 
Sutcliffe Park, while Gregory class have been learning a few dance moves in 
P.E. with Mrs Hayes. The children were able to choreograph their own dance, 
as well as picking up some shapes! 

Similarly, Mr Gomes has been teaching the children of Nesbit class to play 
Portuguese Rounders. In the next term, we hope to continue participating in 
school sports events and celebrating our year group’s talent for a variety of 
sports.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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ANCIENT GREECE
This term in Topic, Year 5 have been learning about Ancient Greece. The 
children have had fun learning about the geography, history and culture 
of Ancient Greece. We have looked at the daily life of Ancient Greeks and 
how different states were governed. 

The children took part in a week long project which was focused around 
Greek food – in particularly looking at dips. 

We started the week by trying lots of different shop-bought dips; we 
discussed what we liked and didn’t like about each (focusing on taste, 
texture, appearance and ingredients). After that, the children worked in groups to design their own dips, make them in the 
school’s kitchen and taste them back in the classroom. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

SCHOOL JOURNEY
Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their mini-break to Swanage. 

Although it was sadly cut short due to the weather 
conditions, the children had a brilliant time swimming, 
rambling, shopping and exploring.

The staff are currently planning another event to make up 
for it - the snow can’t stop us this time!

We will update you as soon as our plans have been 
formalised.

Mrs Bailey and Mrs D’Cruze wish you all a happy Easter.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017 / 2018

SPRING TERM

Easter Holiday 
Friday 30 March to Friday 13 April 
2018

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Tuesday 17 April to Friday 25 May 
2018 (except May Day Bank Holiday 
on 7 May)
STAFF INSET DAY: Monday 16 April 
2018

Half-term holiday: 
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 
(spring Bank Holiday on 28 May)

(Term six)
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 2018

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2018 / 2019
Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year – please note there are three 
School INSET Days to be confirmed:

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 5 September to Friday 19 
October 2018.
STAFF INSET DAYS: Monday 3 Sep-
tember 2018 and Tuesday 4 Septem-
ber 2018 

Half-term holiday
Monday 22 October to Friday 26 Octo-
ber 2018.

(Term two)
Monday 29 October to Friday 21 De-
cember 2018.

Christmas and New Year holiday 
Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday 
4 January 2019.

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Monday 7 January to Friday 15 Febru-
ary 2019.
Half-term holiday 
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 
February 2019.

(Term four)
Monday 25 February to Friday 5 April 
2019.

Easter holiday
Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 
2019.
SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Tuesday 23 April to Friday 24 May 
2019 (except May Day bank holiday 
on 6 May).

Half-term holiday 
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 
2019 (spring bank holiday on 27 May).

(Term six)
Monday 3 June to Tuesday 23 July 
2019.


