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Dear Parents & Carers,

Thank you all for another special and exciting year at Eltham Church of 
England Primary School.  We have had a full year in our new building 
and welcomed over 50 new children to our school in the last 12 months.  
We continue to be a popular and sought after school, and this is in 
the main because of our Deeply Christian Character which is shown 
through the relationships we have between all of; the children, the 
parents and staff.  This was highlighted in our SIAMS inspection this 
month where the inspector saw the following:

• Distinctively Christian values firmly underpin the school and are 
constantly lived out by all members of the school community.

• Varied opportunities for reflection always feature [In collective 
worship], enabling pupils to make a deep personal response.

• The school understands and fulfils its responsibility to develop the 
whole child. A relevant varied curriculum, informed by a central 
Christian vision, provides many opportunities for learning in a 
Christian perspective.

• The school is a shining beacon of excellence in RE. A united 
care for the subject and deep understanding of its value ensures 
creativity and high quality in all work. Individual RE books, 
alongside class books, tell the story of an RE journey of excellence 
for each pupil.

Meaning that…Eltham Church of England Primary School is a highly 
effective school successfully educating all pupils.

So we wish you all a restful and well earned break over the summer 
holidays and we look forward to welcoming you back to a new school 
year on the 5th September.

Yours faithfully
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We wish you all a lovely summer 
break and look forward to welcoming 
you all back on the 5th September.
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SPORT AT ELTHAM

SPORTATHON

Thirty pupils from Nesbit and Gregory took part in Sportathon on Wednesday 27th June, at Sutcliffe Park. All the schools 
in Greenwich are invited to take part and it is run every day for a week with different schools competing on each day. 

Eltham competed against 11 other schools. There are four types of events – dance, wheelchair relay, target (includes 
hockey, netball, golf and bounce ball) and athletics (relay, long jump, javelin and big-stepper relay). The points won are 
added together and the school with the highest total wins. New for this year, additional points were also allocated from 
the rock climbing event that took place earlier in the year. 

All the children competed brilliantly and we won!  We were very impressed at the way the children conducted 
themselves; they demonstrated an excellent team spirit, encouraging and supporting their peers. 

GIRlS KWIK CRICKET

On Friday 22nd June, the girl’s cricket team took part in the Girl’s Kwik Cricket Competition at Charlton Park. They played 
extremely well and improved during each match. They played Christchurch in the final and won. 

They qualified to take part in the Kent County Kwik Cricket Finals on Thursday 5th July, at Polo Farm Canterbury. 
The cricket was a much higher standard but the girls still performed very well winning one match and drawing two. 
Unfortunately, they did not make the semis on this occasion. Mrs Jebson accompanied the children and she said that 
they tried very hard and played well as a team.



3

SPORT AT ELTHAM

GYMNASTICS

This year we had our inaugural gymnastic competition. Over 100 children took part in the heats of the competition, with 
35 proceeding to the finals. The competition was made up of three elements, the beam, the vault and a floor exercise 
routine. The children were marked against the Key Steps skills. 

All the children performed brilliantly, even with the added pressure of the parents watching. Medals were awarded to the 
children in 1st, 2nd and 3rd position in each year group. The overall winners were judged on their final points position.

The results were as follows:-

• Year 3 – 1st Jemilah, 2nd Sophie, 3rd Moraya

• Year 4 – 1st Izzy, 2nd Gloria, 3rd Amaarisah

• Year 5 – 1st Iman, 2nd Elizabeth, 3rd Iris

• Year 6 – 1st Charlie, 2nd Ella, 3rd Scarlett

Overall winners were Izzy in 1st place, Gloria in 2nd place and Iman in 3rd place.

LSG TENNIS

Following on from winning the Greenwich Mini Red Tennis Tournament at Shooters Hill Tennis Club, the tennis team, 
Verity, Aaliyah, Nicholas and George, went on to represent Greenwich at the London School Games. 

It was a very hot Thursday and the tennis courts are positioned out in the sunshine. It was a gruelling schedule with all 
the children playing seven matches, with very little time in between each one. They played brilliantly and managed to win 
fourteen of  their individual matches. Despite this magnificent effort, we did not win the group to proceed to the semi-
finals. 

The children behaved impeccably and their sportsmanship was commended by other schools. I was very proud of them.
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

INSET DAYS
Please note the children return to school on Wednesday 5th September. Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th 
September are INSET DAYS.

All of the INSET days for the next academic year have now been decided. These are:

• Friday 19th October 2019

• Friday 1st February 2019

• Friday 24th May 2019

SCHOOL DINNERS
Please can you notify the school offce if your child will be changing from school dinners to packed lunch or 
from packed to schools dinners in September.

The cost of school dinners for next term £83.20.

ALPHA CLUB
Alpha Club will be running their holiday programme again this year from the school. It will run for the first four 
weeks of the holiday only. For more information and to book please contact Alpha Club directly on 020 8469 
1888 or 07951 720 737.

SWIMMING GALA

SWIMMING GALA

We are very proud of the children who made it through to the finals of the swimming Gala. 

In total 20 children were in the finals. Well done to everyone who took part.

Special congratulations must go to Isabelle Bailey and Ellie Webber who, through their perfomance 
at the Gala, were asked to trial for Greenwich Royals. Well done girls, we are very proud of you!
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SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR

SUMMER FAIR

Our school’s PTA has organised some fantastic events over the academic year and ended on a 
high with the Summer Fair!

It was a massive success and we were able to raise over £3,000 for the children of our school. It 
would not have been possible without the support and organisation of the PTA and those members 
of staff and parents who gave their time on a (very hot!!) Saturday afternoon.  Children were 
entertained with bouncy castles, face painting and games throughout the day. 

Please look out for more events in the coming academic year from the PTA. If you are interested in 
joining the PTA or have any ideas for future events, please email pta@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to 
promote and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is 
also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance 
Advisory Service to monitor and support our management of pupil 
attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s 
attendance has crossed the threshold even when all absences 
have been correctly documented and understood. If a child’s 
attendance continues to decline and gives the Attendance Advisory 
Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting between the school, 
the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported 
with a written letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as 
your child returns to school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however 
a child’s overall attendance will be taken into account when 
consideration is given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SPRING TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2017

Corbett 96.6

North 96.5

Bek 96.7

Mills  96.4

Archery 96.6

Tarn 97.2

Sherard 96.2

Shaw-Brooke 97.4

Nesbit 96.8

Gregory 97.1

Chaucer 97.1

WG Grace 9.9

Roper 97.2

Avery 96.3

TOTAL 96.8

SAFEGUARDING

SAFETY OVER THE SUMMER BREAK
As we start our summer break please remind your children about the dangers of talking to 
strangers both in person and online. Also give them clear guidance on what to do in an emergency, 
for example getting separated from an adult on a day trip.Have a lovely, safe summer holiday.
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FRENCH
It has been so pleasing to see how the children have risen to some quite challenging tasks this half term. 

Year 2 have done a couple of class surveys so their speaking skills with questions and answers are really developing. 

Year 3 came up with some bizarre and thrilling ideas for designing houses and even had me reaching for my big French 
dictionary to help with some of the words. 

Year 4 produced wonderful descriptions of themselves and their families using the most commonly used verbs - ‘to have’ 
and ‘to be’. 

Year 5 chose outfits to describe and had to think very carefully about how to use adjectives in a French sentence. 

Year 6 got to grips with extended opinion phrases using a variety of connectives and new verbs. They are all set for their 
future language learning at secondary school. Bonne chance à tous!!

http://www.linguascope.com will still be available to all children through the holidays so please remember to log on and 
brush up on different topics in readiness for September.

Madame Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH

SUMMER CONCERT

An astounding 56 children from years 2 to 6 performed in the Summer Concert on 4th July to a packed audience. The 
children delighted the crowd by playing the flute, recorder, clarinet, djembe drum, guitar, violin and piano. 

The children’s performances were the result of great instruction from their music teachers and clearly lots of time spent 
practising. A special mention must go to Tong Tong in year 6 who played both the violin and piano and really was a great 
inspiration to all the other musicians. 

Choir also performed the very popular ‘This is Me’ and were able to show the progress they are making with harmonies. 
Keep up the good work and we look forward to welcoming new year 4 children to lunchtime choir practise in September.

Mrs Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM THE CHOIR
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BUSY TERM
What a busy term it has been for our lovely Reception children. We started the term watching our new garden being built 
and were lucky enough to explore, den build and dig our way to the end of the summer term. 

We also had a visit from Andy, the Mini-beast man, who did a fabulous workshop all about mini-beast and even 
encouraged us to touch, stroke and poke some of them. Take a look at Tapestry for some more photos. The children 
were super brave, more so than some of the teachers… :o)

We have also been busy getting ourselves ready for Year One, by visiting both classrooms and enjoying stories and 
table based activities. The children are very excited to find out what year one is all about. We will miss you all very much 
but know you are ready to take your next big step!

Lastly, we enjoyed a brilliant Teddy Bears Picnic at Eltham Park South. The children and adults took part in egg and 
spoon and beanbag relay races and enjoyed playing in the park.  They also enjoyed a picnic, some circle games and Mr 
Bulpitt came along to give out the children’s learning journals, a lovely keep sake. What an amazing day!

What a super year we have had with you all in Reception. We wish you all a lovely summer and fun in year one!

WHAT’S NEW FROM NORTH & CORBETT

FOOD
The last term has flown by in Hope Class. It has been packed 
with many highlights as the children continued along their 
learning journey. Our topic this term has been ‘Food’, focusing 
on the texts Don’t put your finger in the jelly, Nelly!, Oliver’s 
Vegetables and Pumpkin Soup. The home corner was 
transformed into a shop and we listened in on many interesting 
discussions about what the children were going to buy and 
who was going to be the shopkeeper and take the money. The 
children also had opportunities to complete many different art 
based activities including collage food plates, drawing and 
painting different fruits and vegetables and making repeating 
patterns by printing with fruits and vegetables. In addition, 
the children tasted different foods, including pumpkin soup, 
and they made and ate a fruit salad. Another highlight of the 
term was the visit by the Minibeast Man. All the children were 
extremely brave and they loved looking at and touching the 
exotic creatures.

All the nursery staff would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the parents and carers for their support throughout the year. 
The children have been amazing and it has been our pleasure 
to guide and teach them along their first steps in education.

The Hope Class Team

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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BUDDHISM
We have had a fantastic half term learning about the weather, whales and Buddhism. 

A wonderful workshop came in to teach us all about Buddhism. Some of us even got to dress up in traditional Buddhist 
clothing to act out the story of how Siddhartha became Buddha and the four noble truths.  We also had a great time on 
our first ever sports day! We competed in many exciting events.

A big thank you to the support parents and carers have given throughout the year and well done to Mills and Bek class 
for putting so much effort into your work! We will miss having you all in year 1 but good luck in year 2. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

SEASIDE
This half term, Year 2 have been learning all about the seaside and as part of our topic we had a trip to the National 
Maritime Museum in Greenwich and also went to the playground. 

We attended a workshop all about the seaside in Victorian times and how it has changed over time. There was also a 
seaside photo exhibition and a ship for us to play on. We had so much fun!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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MUSIC
Over the last academic year, Year 3 have had the opportunity to learn how to play different instruments (including drums 
and trumpets) each week with specialist Music Teachers. 

The children of Year 3 have really enjoyed learning about the different types of instruments, making up their own songs 
and learning songs in lots of different languages. The children of Year 3 would like to say a big thank you to their music 
teachers for all their work this year! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

SWIMMING
Over the school year, both year 4 classes have been given 
the opportunity to take swimming lessons at the Eltham 
Centre. Most recently, Gregory have been swimming, and 
it has been a pleasure to see the children’s progress. The 
children have been working on new skills such as swimming 
under water, as well as a variety of strokes. Many children 
are now able to swim a length of the pool confidently and 
with style! Additionally, the swim teachers provided some 
training on staying safe in the water. The children learnt about 
the different flags on beaches and what they mean, about 
currents and about the expectations of swimming outdoors. 
They also learnt about the different ways they can help a 
swimmer in need without endangering themselves.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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CULTURE AND VALUES
This term Year 5 have been learning about Culture and Values, focusing on comparing Britain and North America. The 
children have had a great time learning about: where different foods come from; the range of sports the different counties 
participate in; the EU; and even researching about different presidential candidates. 

One of the lessons included learning about what governance means and whether it is important. The children researched 
the benefits of anarchism and the benefits of having a government. Using their research, we then carried out a debate for 
or against the importance of government. They had to listen to everyone’s argument and then vote on whether they were 
for or against. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Mrs D’Cruze, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Debenham and Mrs Jebson would like to say how very proud they are of their classes and 
they wish them every success in their bright futures. 

This sentiment is echoed by the rest of the school who wish them a fond farewell as they begin their new journeys at 
their secondary schools. 

Well done year 6!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2018 / 2019
Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year: 

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 5 September to Thursday 
18  October 2018

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Monday 3 September 2018
Tuesday 4 September 2018 
Friday 19 October 2018.

Half-term holiday
Monday 22 October to Friday 26 
October 2018.

(Term two)
Monday 29 October to Friday 21 
December 2018.

Christmas and New Year holiday 
Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday 
4 January 2019.

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Monday 7 January to Friday 15 
February 2019.

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Friday 1 February 2018

Half-term holiday 
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 
February 2019.

(Term four)
Monday 25 February to Friday 5 April 
2019.

Easter holiday
Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 
2019.

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Tuesday 23 April to Thursday 23 May 
(except May Day bank holiday on 6 
May).

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Friday 24 May 2019 

Half-term holiday 
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 
2019 (spring bank holiday on 27 May).

(Term six)
Monday 3 June to Tuesday 23 July 
2019.


