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Dear Parents and Carers,

During the summer holidays I was fortunate to be able to visit 
Emyezweni Pre-School in the Lwandle Township in Somerset West, 
Cape Town SA.  I was there to visit the staff and children who received 
the school uniform that you so kindly donated last year.  Over 100kg 
of sweatshirts, t-shirts, jogging bottoms and dresses were sent to 
Emyezweni and they in turn sent the larger sizes onto a middle school 
in Somerset West.

The school is in the heart of the Lwandle Township and the children are 
taught in Xhosa and English, preparing them for ‘big school’. 

I was asked to take an assembly and then spent time in lessons.  The 
pictures speak volumes of the impact coming to school each day in a 
smart uniform has on their view of school, and we trust in their future 
schooling.  It was tangible to see how education can be used as a force 
for change in all communities, but specifically in South Africa.

With very best wishes
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Term dates

Children return to school after the 
half term on Monday 29th October.

We break up for Christmas on 
Friday 21st December.
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SPORT AT ELTHAM

Cross-Country

On Thursday 4th October all the KS2 children took part in our annual Intra Cross Country Event at Eltham Park South. 

In much better weather conditions than last year, all the pupils managed the course with many surpassing their 
achievements from last year. All pupils from Yr3 to Yr6 had to run two circuits, an estimated 1500 metres. 

Certificates were presented in an assembly for 1st, 2nd and 3rd position for boys and girls in each year group. The overall 
winners were Stash and Keira in Year 6, with Stash posting a time of under two minutes, a school record.
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CURRICULUM

School Curriculum: An update

Following recent inspections and research carried out by Ofsted, it was further reported last week that their inspections 

have not placed enough emphasis on the curriculum itself being taught in schools. Rather, it has placed too much 

weighting on test and exam results when considering the overall effectiveness of schools. 

From September 2019, Ofsted will begin inspecting schools under a new framework which they are hoping will provide 

much more emphasis than the current one on the substance of education i.e. the curriculum itself.

A consultation of the new Ofsted inspection proposals will by launch in January 2019

It therefore seemed timely to remind parents of our unique creative curriculum offering at Eltham Church of England 

Primary school (a statement of intent for 2018 19 is shown below) together with a final Y1-6 creative curriculum overview. 

We will be holding a parent consultation on curriculum design later in the year and look forward to receiving feedback 

and suggestions during that process.

Creative Curriculum: 2018 19 statement of intent

At Eltham Church of England Primary School, we aim to provide an inspiring curriculum, nurturing the development of 

the whole child and in which every child can achieve.  Themes which capture the children’s interest and enthusiasm for 

learning have been chosen and are delivered in a transdisciplinary approach where learning is engaging, relevant and 

meaningful. We believe it represents the world we live in and provides the experiences, skills and knowledge our children 

need to function as young people and adults in the 21st Century.  

The National Curriculum Framework 2014 is central to our curriculum and every pupil is taught in line with those 

expectations. However, our distinct curriculum also includes learning opportunities that are designed to support our 

values and reflect our local communities whilst retaining the flexibility to respond to our children’s changing interests and 

the developing world around them.   

This year, our curriculum provision is are enriched further through a regular programme of themed weeks and WONDER 

days.

Units of learning

Our unique creative curriculum combines art and design, history, geography and design and technology objectives. 

Rigorous teaching of discreet subject specific skills and knowledge is delivered alongside opportunities to apply those 

skills in a cross curricular context. Topics often focus on familiar themes, such as ‘Roman Britain’ and the ‘Ancient 

Greeks’ but also include newer, themes such as ‘Solution Revolution’, ‘Difference’, ‘Culture Clash’ and ‘Kings and 

Queens’. These themes offer opportunities to apply learning from our British Values and SMSC curriculum, promoting 

liberty, tolerance and mutual respect.

Each theme is linked to our whole-text approach to teaching literacy with each taught session setting out to answer a 

Challenge Question. We aim for our children to be inspired by their learning, to develop enquiring minds, a sense of their 

own identity and respect for other cultures.  

Themed Weeks

At Eltham Church of England Primary School, a themed (off-timetable) week, is held every term. This allows us to either 

immerse our children in an area of the established curriculum or enrich our children’s education beyond the statutory 

curriculum.  
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CURRICULUM CONTINUED

Themed weeks for 2018 19:

• Design Week – w/c 29 October 2018

• Adventure Learning Week – W/c 1 April 2019

• International Arts Week – W/c 24 June 2019

WONDER Days

Think of a time when you have seen or heard something and thought “WOW”. 

At Eltham Church of England Primary School, we are committed to providing those opportunities to our children and 

want those memories to remain vivid and lasting. 

Our WONDER days are in place to stimulate that “WOW” reaction, to inspire learning and personal growth. Our range of 

WONDER days are planned to reflect our communities and values and to encourage a sense of enquiry. 

WONDER days will often work across the whole school or within specific year groups. At present, the costs associated 

with WONDER days will be met through School Funds.     

Lisa Leonard

Assistant Head Teacher

KS1 AND KS2 2018 19 CREATIVE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

DINNER MONEY

Please remember to let the school office know if your child is changing from packed lunch to school dinners or vise-
versa.

Dinner money for next term is £104. This is payable via SIMS AGORA.

LATENESS

Unfortunately there has been an increase in lateness. Please be reminded that the school morning session starts at 9am 
and children can enter school from 8:40am. Please note reception children are welcomed into the classroom by their 
teacher from 8:45am and nursery children start from 8:30am. 

We would also like to remind parents and carers if you are going to be late collecting your child/children you should ring 
the school office to let us know. If your child is not collected by 4pm they will be taken to Alpha Club and there will be a 
charge for this. Please also note you should then collect your child from the entrance on Orangey Lane.

THANK YOU

We would like to say a hearfelt thank you to all parents and carers for your understanding and patience when we had the 
technical problems with our online payment system, SIMS AGORA.

It was an extremely busy time in the office while we dealt with the issues. A majority of parents are now able to log on 
and make payments. We are aware there are still a few parents who are having issues logging on to make payments and 
we are working hard to resolve these issues.

If you are still having problems logging in to make a payment and have not notified the school office please let us know 
and we will endevar to rectify this for you.

SAFEGUARDING

PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY
On previous newsletters we have asked parents to park responsibily and avoid parking outside the school on the zigzag 
and double yellow lines during drop off and pick up times as well as avoiding parking across our neighbour’s driveways. 
A majority of parents do this and we thank you for your cooperation.

Unfortunately we have had complaints from our neighbours regarding parents of the school blocking their driveways. On 
one particular occassion this prevented someone from attending an important medical appointment.

On a more serious note, this week alone, we have had four near misses where children have exited a car on the 
roadside on Archery Road and have stepped out in front of vehicles. 

We would also encourage children, parents and carers to make use of the crossing patrol and the zebra crossing. One 
particular incident involved a driver having to perform an emergency stop to avoid hitting a child as the child ran across 
Archery Road and this left the driver very shaken.

We would like to remind parents to make use of the surrounding carparks that are located near the school and to avoid 
parking on Archery Road. 

We take the safety of our pupils very seriously and we all have a responsibility to ensure their safety.
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PTA UPDATE

SCHOOL DISCO

Our first fundraising event of the year raised £857.20 – thank you so much to everyone who 
attended, we hope you had fun! Thank you also to all the parents, carers and staff who volunteered 
their time to help at the event. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please mark these events n your calendars! More details to come soon:

• School Film Night – Friday 9th November 2018

• Christmas Fair – Friday 7th December 2018

During this school year we intend to run more fun events, such as cake sales, School Discos, Film 
Nights, a Christmas Fair and of course our Summer Fair at the end of the school year. 

We hope to raise money to:

• Offer the opportunity for our children to experience extra-curriculum activities. 

• Contribute to the school’s budget to assist the school in buying new outside climbing 
equipment for the playground. 

To achieve this fundraising objective, we rely upon the support and generosity of parents and 
carers! We will be asking for donations throughout the year and we hope you can support us. 

CURRENTLY, WE ARE ASKING FOR DONATIONS OF:

Pre-loved school uniform Christmas jumpers
Unwanted gifts Books

You can donate them to any PTA member or the school office.

Donations to the fundraising effort are always gratefully received – please hand these in to the 
school office in an envelope clearly marked PTA on the front. Please also write your name on the 
front so we can say thank you!

Our goal this year is also to keep an open line of communication with parents; if you have any 
ideas, would like to join us or even offer to help at an event please either see one of us on the 
playground or you can write to the school PTA email address pta@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk and 
we will get back to you.
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to 
promote and celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is 
also an excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance 
Advisory Service to monitor and support our management of pupil 
attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s 
attendance has crossed the threshold even when all absences 
have been correctly documented and understood. If a child’s 
attendance continues to decline and gives the Attendance Advisory 
Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting between the school, 
the parents and the advisory service is convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported 
with a written letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as 
your child returns to school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however 
a child’s overall attendance will be taken into account when 
consideration is given to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR AUTUM TERM 1 Class Attendance 
since September 
2018

Corbett 99.4

North 96.0

Bek 96.9

Mills  94.7

Archery 96.0

Tarn 97.4

Sherard 95.6

Shaw-Brooke 98.0

Nesbit 95.4

Gregory 95.9

Chaucer 96.9

WG Grace 95.7

Roper 96.1

Avery 97.1

TOTAL 96.5

ATTENDANCE UPDATE

There has been a drop in the School’s overall attendance this half term.

We would like to remind parents and carers that holidays which are taken during term are not authorised. If 
your child is too unwell to attend school you must either ring the school office or email absence@elthamce.
greenwich.sch.uk to let us know they are not coming in. Upon their return your child must have a note 
explaining their absence.

The school is continuing with the ‘Fast Track’ scheme this academic year. The attendance is monitored 
fortnightly and if your child meets the Fast Track threshold their attendance will be regularly monitored. If 
it becomes a cause for concern you may be invited to meet with the Attendance Advisory Officer from the 
Royal Borough of Greenwich.

In accordance with Fast Track, where a child’s absence causes concern, our Attendance Advisory Officer 
will become involved and parents could be issued initially with a Fixed Penalty Warning and subsequently a 
Fixed Penalty Notice if their child/ren’s overall attendance is deemed unacceptable.

For more information regarding the School’s procedures about attendance please refer to our website on the 
Attendance page.
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FRENCH
I would like to begin by welcoming the year 2 children to the wonderful world of language learning. We have already 
started to enjoy songs and explore pronunciation and spelling diff erences. 

Year 3 have settled beautifully and will soon be able to say the date each lesson; a routine established across all classes 
to year 6. 

Year 4 have “broken” the school French dictionaries with the spectacular adjectives they thought of to describe emotions, 
so the huge school dictionary had to be brought to the rescue. A great online dictionary is www.wordreference.com as it 
gives you the same information as a dictionary, so you have more chance of selecting the correct word to fi t the context. 

There are several ways to say ‘in’ in French, so year 5 have been practising the rule describing where they live. 

Year 6 are using the changeable weather to give opinions about what to wear and have produced some impressive 
pieces of writing.

To support language learning, please encourage your child to log on to the beginner level on www.linguascope.com. The 
children can see me or the French noticeboard in school for the login details.

Madam Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH

SUMMER CONCERT

I have been overwhelmed by the incredible support year 4, 5 and 6 children have given to choir this term. Their 
enthusiasm is an absolute joy. 

We will be working on the way we perform this year as last year’s target of creating harmony really produced great 
results. The next few weeks will see choir preparing for several Christmas performances in December. 

Please join us at the School Carol Service on Wednesday 19th December at St John’s Church at 6pm.

Mrs Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM THE CHOIR
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DOCTORS AND NURSES
What a fantastic start to the school year we have had!

All the children have settled well and are becoming fantastic independent 
learners.

The children have had a great time learning all about ‘Ourselves’. We have 
also been using numicon to help us count and calculate as well as looking at 
2D shapes.

The children enjoyed Doctors and Nurses day where they dressed up for the 
day too.

We hope you have a wonderful half term break.

Miss Day and Miss Gale

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION

MAKING NEW FRIENDS
This half term has been jammed packed in Hope Class. We have had a wonderful time getting to know all the new 
children and introducing them to our school. The children have loved exploring the Nursery, especially our Nursery 
garden, and have worked incredibly hard to understand and follow our school rules. 

In Hope Class, we have really focused on our behaviour and how we act towards one another. We have enjoyed learning 
everyone’s names through games, learning new songs and reading new stories. 

Our text this half term has been Stick Man and we’ve been looking at colour mixing, counting Autumnal objects (such as 
conkers and leaves) to 10, looking at our family and identifying 2D shapes. The children were given two colours to mix 
to create the colour brown and painted their very own Stick Man. We also looked at the Stick Man’s family and related 
that to our own families. The children have loved reading this book and have enjoyed joining in the repetitive phrases, “I 
am Stick Man, I am Stick Man. That’s Me!” The home corner was transformed into a kitchen/dining area and the children 
were able to role-play everyday life. 

On behalf of the team in Hope Class, we want to say well done to all the children for doing so well in their first half term.

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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FARM LIFE
It has been an exciting beginning for Year 1 in Bek and Mills. We have started the term learning all about life on a farm. 
We have created some amazing farm collages taking our inspiration from the French artist Matisse. We had a visit 
to Mudchute Farm were Farmer Denise and Farmer Tom gave us a tour and told us some interesting facts about the 
animals that lived there. They even let us help feed some of them!

We have also been reading some great books such as Farmer Duck and Fergus’s Scary Night. They are based on the 
animals on the farm and what they get up to. We produced diary entries and letters in role as the main characters. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

INDIA
This half term in year 2, Tarn and Archery have been learning all about India. We have been thinking particularly about 
Indian culture, including the clothes worn by people in India and some religious practices. Each class made a sari by 
printing onto fabric and we have also made diva lamps which Hindu people use in the celebration of Diwali. 

We were also lucky enough to have taken part in a Bollywood dance workshop, where we had great fun and learnt about 
the geography of India at the same time!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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RAINFOREST
The children have made a fantastic start to Year 3 this term! They have thoroughly enjoyed learning about our topic, 
‘The Rainforest.’  The children have written some amazing non-chronological reports and setting descriptions about the 
Rainforest as well as doing research and map work into the climate and the location of the Rainforest. 

The children have loved creating their own pieces of music to animal sounds and creating their own Rousseau inspired 
artwork. This term as part of ‘Black History Month’ the children had a special workshop and enjoyed doing some follow up 
work about Nelson Mandela. Another highlight of the term was a cross-country competition in the park where the children 
impressed us with their enthusiasm and positive attitude. 

Thank you for your continued support this term and we look forward to working closely with you next term! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

RESPECT
This half term year 4 have been reflecting on the word respect and what is means to them. 

We have collaborated in designing individual feathers which show our personalities and difference. These feathers and 
our feelings on respect have been displayed between our classroom for the entire school to enjoy. 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4



12

LIVING THINGS
This half term, Year 5 have been studying living things and their habitats, in particular lifecycles. At the beginning of 
term we made seed pots from newspaper and planted seeds; climbing beans, rhubarb, chard and parsley. We made 
predictions about what they would look like and how long they would take to grow.  And grow they did! When they had 
sprouted we unrolled the newspaper pots and looked at the roots. We discussed how they will flower, and if the flowers 
are fertilised, the plant will produce seeds to continue the cycle.

One of the insects that pollinates flowers is the butterfly, and we had five caterpillars in our class in the first half of term. 
We watched how they grew over the course of a week, and then turned into chrysalides, when they would still wriggle 
violently if disturbed! Excitingly, during a Maths lesson, a butterfly emerged from its chrysalis. We fed them with fruit and 
juice and then released them into the garden to reproduce and continue the next stage of the lifecycle.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

ENTHUSIASM
It has been an active start to Year 6 and we would like to commend all of the children for their hard work this half term. 

With a busy year ahead we have been looking at one of our Value words: Enthusiasm and reflecting over what it means 
to us. So with this in mind, we decided to create a ‘Wave of Enthusiasm’ art installation in the style of Hokusai, but with a 
collage twist and meaningful scriptures weaved among the sea spray. 

Waves are powerful, strong, full of energy and build momentum just like we will this year!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2018 / 2019
Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year: 

AUTUMN TERM

(Term one)
Wednesday 5 September to Thursday 
18  October 2018

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Monday 3 September 2018
Tuesday 4 September 2018 
Friday 19 October 2018.

Half-term holiday
Monday 22 October to Friday 26 
October 2018.

(Term two)
Monday 29 October to Friday 21 
December 2018.

Christmas and New Year holiday 
Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday 
4 January 2019.

SPRING TERM

(Term three)
Monday 7 January to Friday 15 
February 2019.

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Friday 1 February 2018

Half-term holiday 
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 
February 2019.

(Term four)
Monday 25 February to Friday 5 April 
2019.

Easter holiday
Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 
2019.

SUMMER TERM

(Term five)
Tuesday 23 April to Thursday 23 May 
(except May Day bank holiday on 6 
May).

STAFF INSET DAYS: 
Friday 24 May 2019 

Half-term holiday 
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 
2019 (spring bank holiday on 27 May).

(Term six)
Monday 3 June to Tuesday 23 July 
2019.


