
 

 

 

 

11 January 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We would like to wish you all a happy new year and welcome you back to 
another exciting term at Eltham Church of England Primary School. This letter 
outlines the different focuses throughout the curriculum for the Spring Term 
for Year 6, as well as some reminders of the arrangements for other aspects 
of school life.  

Year 6 

 Spring 1 Spring 2 

Core Reading Text Skellig Skellig 

Creative Curriculum 
Focus 

Fact or Fantasy Fact or Fantasy 

Science Circuits Classifying Organisms  

R.E 
What does it mean to 

be a Jew? 
How do Christians find 

hope in Easter? 

 

Home Learning 

Thank you for all your support in your childs’ home-learning. With the Year 6 
curriculum and SATs expectations as well as secondary school homework 
expectations to prepare for, it is vital that children fully participate in their 
home learning. 

Homework will continue to be set each Friday and will be monitored by the 
class teacher throughout the week. Both Mrs D’Cruze and Mr Gomes are able 
to receive updates on children’s engagement with their homework direct from 
IXL, PIXL and Bugclub and will be discussing this with the children. It would 
really benefit your child’s progress if you were to spend a few minutes going 
through their work with them and helping them to achieve their best. If an 
issue arises so that your child is unable to complete their homework, please 
let the class teacher know as soon as possible so that we can try and resolve 
the issue. 

We will also continue with an additional piece of homework which may be 
based around their learning that week in Literacy, Science, Topic or RE. This 
can take the form of written homework or spoken homework. This half term it 
will very much focus on Topic. The year 6 team are already in awe of some of 
the wonderful work children have produced in their British Bird observational 
drawing research! 

 

 



 

Reading 

 Reading provides children with models for writing, ideas, vocabulary and also 

helps to develop their creativity through their imagination. Therefore it is really 

important your child reads regularly. It is expected that the children will read 

daily for about 20 minutes.  If your child has read at home, please note down 

what they read in their journal with a signature and class teachers will check 

these weekly- thank you. Children can also be encouraged to assume this 

recording responsibility independently if you wish, to prepare them for 

secondary school. We would also appreciate it if you could ensure all school 

books are returned when finished so another child can enjoy them.  

 

 BugClub is also how teachers at Eltham set interesting and challenging texts 

for children at home, so please ensure your child is logging in and making the 

most of this useful resource. This can be written into homework diaries too. 

Each student has been given five new books this term. Please talk to your 

teacher if you require more texts. 

Maths 

 Children in Year 6 will now have access to IXL as we move closer towards 

SATs in May. This is an incredible online programme available on any device, 

which will enable your child to revise and challenge themselves in a range of 

subjects for homework. To begin with in Spring 1, Year 6 teachers will set 

precise Maths targets for children to study at home generated by teacher 

judgement and PIXL data analysis. These will be shared with your children on 

a Friday so they are confident about what they should practice at home. 

 

 PiXL timestasble app is also a daily homework expectation. This fun, quick 

fire and competitive app allows children to improve fluency and speed which 

will increase arithmetic accuracy as well as efficiency in more demanding 

problem solving. Your child should be logging in daily- it only take a matter of 

minutes. The more children log on the higher our school climbs on the leader 

board! 

Spellings 

 Weekly spellings will continue to be sent home and tested on a Friday. Please 

encourage your children to learn these spellings. The expectations of the 

curriculum are notably more challenging in this particular area so although 

teachers will revisit the weekly spellings a number of times in class each 

week, support from home is essential too. Spellings will be tested on a Friday. 

We will also be teaching spelling three times a week, through Guided 

Reading sessions and dictation. However to meet the needs of the children 

and help them progress we will now be sending home ten words from year 5 

and 6 as well as an additional ten words from year 3 and 4 statutory word 

lists. If you feel your child would benefit from fewer spellings, please speak to 

their class teacher.  

 

 



 

School Journey 

 Carroty Wood 

We are extremely excited that our school journey will be taking place this half 

term! We will be inviting all parents and guardians of children who will be 

attending this trip, to our meeting on Wednesday 16th January at 3:30pm in 

the main school hall. This will give you more information about what to pack, 

the activities the children will participate in and be an opportunity for any 

questions to be answered by staff attending the trip. 

 

 Trips 

We are hoping to continue to welcome educational visitors and go on a range 

of exciting trips in the forthcoming Spring and Summer term, in order to 

enhance the children’s learning. We will send out letters in advance of any 

trips. Trips are a fantastic opportunity for the children to experience new 

things and learn outside the classroom. We rely on your contributions to make 

sure that trips can go ahead; we would appreciate your continued support in 

helping to ensure this can continue. Regrettably, if insufficient parental 

contributions are returned, the school will have to cancel planned trips/events 

as funding restrictions no longer allow for shortfalls to be off-set from central 

funds. We are always grateful for the offers from parents/carers to 

accompany trips. We will try to ensure that parents are given at least one 

opportunity to accompany their child on a school trip.  

 

We very much look forward to another fantastic term and thank you for all of 
your continued support.  

 

 

Mrs D’Cruze     Mr Gomes 

Roper Class Teacher    Avery Class Teacher 

Year 5 & Year 6 Phase Leader 

 

 
 


