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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantastic half term we have had!  

The children have really enjoyed the First Aid sessions organised and paid 

for by the PTA where they have learnt all about CPR and the recovery 

position.  

STEM Wonder Day was a huge success with experiments happening all 

over the school and a real engagement with Science which included the 

chance to be taught by a different teachers. 

Choir have been incredibly busy and represented the school very well.  I 

was able to attend the Singing Spectacular on Tuesday evening and was 

immensely proud of the efforts of all the children in both the amassed 

pieces and their own performance (of course, the best of the evening!)

Years 2 and Year 6 have worked hard on their SATs tests with great 

attitudes, resilience and determination; we are immeasurably proud of them 

all. 

Thank you to all those parents who were able to join us at this terms 

Golden Book assembly to celebrate the individual achievements of children 

across the school. 

Classes are now preparing for Sport Day and our school performance 

during Performing Arts Week, events which we hope you will be able to join 

us for. 

Have a wonderful half term break and let’s hope the sun continues to shine!
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CURRICULUM UPDATE
THEMED weeks and WONDER days – an update

This month, Ofsted have finalised their new inspection criteria which has confirmed, as expected, an increased weighting 
on the quality of education (i.e. what is being taught, how it is being taught and with what impact).  You will already be 
aware that our unique and inspiring curriculum at Eltham is not only highly effective at meeting statutory coverage but 
has been built to nurture the development of the whole child. It reflects our Christian values, the local context and the 
interests of our children. We believe it represents the world we live in and provides the experiences, skills and knowledge 
our children need to function as young people in the 21st century.

Some flexibility in our curriculum design exists to ensure we can respond to changes in the children’s interests, parental 
feedback and the developing world around them.

At Eltham, one way we maintain this responsiveness is through a programme of WONDER days and THEMED weeks.

Our WONDER days are in place to stimulate that “WOW” reaction, to inspire 
learning and personal growth. They are planned to reflect our communities 
and values, to encourage a sense of enquiry and build memories that are 
vivid and lasting. There have been some extraordinary opportunities available 
to the children this year the most recent of which was our STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and maths) day earlier this month. I’m sure you heard 
all about it!

Our THEMED weeks allow us to either 
immerse our children in an area of the 
statutory curriculum or extend our children’s education beyond this. Last month, 
we were lucky enough to provide an adventure learning week to the whole school. 
Of course, elements of our geography, science and PE curriculum were supported 
through this, but more significantly, 
the children were given the freedom to 
explore, enquire, collaborate, problem-
solve, take risks appropriate to their age 
and build their confidence and self-
esteem. Thank you to all the parent and 
carer helpers who were able to join us 
on the adventure and all our teaching 
teams for finding the energy to keep up 
with the children! 

Our final THEMED week for 2018-19 is 
our International Performing Arts week running from 17-21 June which looks set to 

be our first, whole school production EVER. Thank you to Mrs Edwards, Mr Gomes and Miss Fryer for organising this. a 
letter has been sent out with more details about this event. 

A call for help…

Our programme of WONDER days and THEMED weeks is currently being planned for 2019-20. We would very much 
welcome any feedback from parents and carers on what should be included or indeed any offers of help to support a 
WONDER day. We’ve been fortunate enough to have had several parents this year join us in class or in an assembly to 
explore a skill, experience or job…maybe this is something you could consider too?  
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ADVENTURE LEARNING WEEK
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

DINNER MONEY

The dinner money for next half term will be £96.20 and is payable in advance via SIMS PAY.

SECONDARY TRANSFER MEETING - YEAR 5 PARENTS

Eltham Church of England School will be holding a parents evening for Year 5 parents on Tuesday 11th June at 5pm in 
the school hall. We will talk through the secondary transfer procedures in more detail and we hope you will be able to join 
us. Entry to the school will be via the Roper Street entrance.

SUMMER FAIRS

St John’s the Baptist church in Eltham will be hosting their on summer fair on Saturday 22nd June. It starts at 10am and 
finishes at 2pm, everyone is welcome. There will be an exhibition of work from the children.

The PTA are hosting the school’s summer fair on Saturday 29th June from 11:30am to 2:30pm.

DRESS MATERIAL

We would like to remind parents and carers that the school office sells the material to make the school dresses. It is 
£4.20 a metre.

SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING HOURS

The school office is open between 8:30am and 9:30am or 2:30pm and 3:30pm. Unless there is an emergency we 
encourage parents and carers to make any enquiries at the school office during these times. This helps us to ensure a 
smooth running of the school.

KS1 PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

We would like to make parents and carers aware that the new playground equipment in the KS1 playground is 
supervised during school hours. This is to ensure the safety of all pupils using the equipment. Please could parents and 
carers enoucourge their children not to use the equipment during drop off and pick up times.
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PTA UPDATE

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This half term has been full of fun activities and entertainment for the children.

FIVE PENCE CHALLENGE

The 5p challenge has ended and it was a huge success, the winning class is Year 1 BEK, they did amazingly well! 

All year groups have received a book related to next terms topic for taking part in the challenge. And the first five classes 
received extra treats (plants & construction toys for Nursery, train tracks for Reception, ice lollies for Chaucer class and 
of course an afternoon film with popcorn for BEK class!)

Well done everyone for taking part.

FIRST AID COURSES

Year 4 and Year 5 have completed their First Aid courses. Year 3 and Year 6 are next and will complete their courses 
after half term. The feedback from the pupils and teachers has been very positive.

THANK YOU

We would like to thank you for your support at the PTA Donation Week. If you still have unwanted gifts or bottles you 
would like to donate, we would be very grateful. You can give them to any PTA member or bring them to the office! Thank 
you.

SUMMER FAIR

After half term, we will start selling tickets for the Summer Fair. Please look for us, we will be at the gate every morning.

Tickets will cost £7 per child (3-11years) and the price includes a wristband for unlimited use of the bouncy castles, a hot 
dog and a drink. Under 3s go free.

UPCOMING EVENTS

• Film night : Friday 14th June

• Summer Fair: Saturday 29th June 

• Quiz night – adults only: Friday 5th July

HELP!

We NEED YOUR HELP! We will need volunteers to help at the Summer Fair. 

Please get in touch if you can help even for just half an hour on the day. If we don’t have enough volunteers we might not 
be able to run as many stalls as we would ike to.

PTA

pta@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk
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At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to promote and 
celebrate good attendance and punctuality.

Not only is good attendance beneficial to pupils’ achievements it is also an 
excellent ‘life skill’.

We also use the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s Attendance Advisory 
Service to monitor and support our management of pupil attendance.

Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their child’s attendance 
has crossed the threshold even when all absences have been correctly 
documented and understood. If a child’s attendance continues to decline 
and gives the Attendance Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a 
meeting between the school, the parents and the advisory service is 
convened.

The school’s target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 
consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5%

Can we remind parents that all absences need to be supported with a 
written letter outlining the reason for the absence as soon as your child 
returns to school. 

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as  unauthorised, however a child’s 
overall attendance will be taken into account when consideration is given 
to the Fast Track procedures.

ATTENDANCE FOR SUMMER 1 TERM Class Attendance 
since September 
2018

SAFEGUARDING

Corbett 96.9

North 96.2

Bek 96.4

Mills  95.7

Archery 96.5

Tarn 97.0

Sherard 96.2

Shaw-Brooke 97.5

Nesbit 95.9

Gregory 97.1

Chaucer 96.7

WG Grace 95.7

Roper 96.7

Avery 96.7

TOTAL 96.5

Now the weather is getting warmer we would like to remind parents and carers about keeping our children safe in the hot 
weather. Please remind your children to:

• Wear a sun hat

• Use sun screen

• Drink plenty of water  

• Only play out in the sun for short periods of time

When the children return after the half-term break please make sure they have their water bottles in school.
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FRENCH
Although it has been a slightly shorter half term, we have 
still managed to pack lots of learning into our French 
lessons. Year 2 have been playing games with Jack and the 
Beanstalk and choosing the correct language for different 
parts of the story. Year 3 have started learning about family 
members and thinking about materials they would use to 
build their ideal house. Year 4 have learnt how to describe 
themselves and created some thoughtful calligrams using 
positive adjectives to describe their personalities. Year 5 
completed their e-books about themselves which provided 
a great opportunity to revisit prior learning and the results were really varied and creative. Despite being a very full half 
term for year 6, the children continue to be motivated and engaged in their learning and we are now getting down to 
modal verbs and infinitives. Lots more fun to come next half term.

Madame Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM FRENCH

SINGING SPECTACULAR
Choir have been meeting twice a week at lunchtimes this half term and their commitment certainly paid off with their 
performance at the Greenwich Singing Spectacular on Tuesday evening at Blackheath Halls. The songs we were given 
to prepare really grew on the children and we even managed to nail a tricky section of ‘la la las’ in one of the songs. 
It was amazing to hear all the choirs singing together, but it was also great to hear the talents of the other Greenwich 
school choirs as they each performed. Our children sang their individual piece with great confidence and managed the 
harmonies beautifully. Such a fun evening and a wonderful experience for all involved.

Mrs Edwards

WHAT’S NEW FROM THE CHOIR
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GROWING
Reception have had a fabulous half term on our topic ‘Growing’.

We have learnt so much about growing plants and also how animals change and develop.  We have watched our 
caterpillars metamorphous into chrysalis and are patiently waiting for them to emerge as beautiful butterflies.  

To demonstrate our new gardening skills the children have planted beans and we have had a competition on who can 
grow the tallest beanstalk.  The children have been reading their plants stories and singing to them. We have also 
planted potatoes, tomatoes, courgettes, spring onions and carrots from seed. All the children have been fabulous 
gardeners this term.

For our last half term in Reception, our topic is ‘Animals’.

WHAT’S NEW FROM RECEPTION

BUGS AND INSECTS
Hope class have been extremely busy learning all about bugs and insects. Our home corner has been transformed into 
a butterfly house which links into the books that we have been looking at. Our books that we’ve been reading are, The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, The Very Busy Spider and, for RE, Joseph and the Technicoloured Dream Coat. Linking in to 
these books we have been learning all about different insects and exploring our nursery garden and forest school to 
search for particular insects. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed our minibeast man who showed the children a variety of insects and even allowed them 
to stroke a tarantulas leg! We’ve also had a fun insect day where the children came to school dressed in different insects 
and enjoyed exploring the forest school!

We also had the nurse in to teach our children how to properly wash their hands - it was interesting to also see that hand 
gel isn’t an effective germ killer! 

Well done Hope class for all your hard work this half term and enjoy your half term break!

WHAT’S NEW FROM HOPE CLASS
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SCIENCE MUSEUM
This half term, Year 1 had a spectacular time at the Science Museum. We really enjoyed learning about life in the 
International Space Station and having a glimpse into careers in space. 

We investigated different materials which would be appropriate for a space suit and had lots of fun exploring the sensory 
garden. We have loved learning about the life of Neil Armstrong and his achievements. 

We might even have a future astronaut amongst us!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 1

SUMMER TERM
Year 2 have had a very busy summer term. They have been doing lots of writing, including their very own Traction Man 
adventure stories, which were are amazing! 

We have also been working super hard this term preparing and completing our SATS tests. Every single child has put 
in all of their effort and tried their very best. We are so proud of them and we thank all of the parents/carers for their 
support. 

As well as all the hard work, Year 2 also enjoyed ‘SCIENCE WONDER DAY’ and had a very special visit from an animal 
man who showed them all different types of reptiles/amphibians. 

We hope you all have a restful half term. Year 2 definitely deserve it!

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 2
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STEM DAY

Year 3 have had a busy half term full of exciting opportunities for learning. One of the highlights of term was the STEM 
day. The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the range of experiments and workshops happening around school. 

From robotics to making explosions the children demonstrated fantastic scientific skills. The children have enjoyed 
learning about the poet Benjamin Zephaniah and created their own impressive performance poetry. 

Many thanks for your continued support

The Year 3 Team  

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 3

VIKING INVADER

Year 4 were invaded by a fearsome Viking Invader during this half term! 

As part of our learning about Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, we took part in a full 
day workshop where children handled authentic replica artifacts including real 
(blunt!) weapons and tried on armor! We re-created the story Beowulf through 
role play and acted out a funeral fit for Beowulf himself. 

Year 4 were able to use their own knowledge from school to answer questions 
and fully immerse themselves in the day. A great day had by all! 

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 4
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SCIENCE
This term Eltham High St’s latest addition, the Vue Cinema opened, and some 
of Year 5 were lucky enough to be chosen to go to the very first screening. 
The children joined other local schools to eat popcorn and enjoy watching 
Wonder Park. Those children who didn’t go to the cinema enjoyed a morning of 
experimenting with different types of painting techniques, blowing bubbles, using 
string and straws, and watercolour washes.

The STEM Wonder Day was an immersion into the world of science and 
technology, with sessions on robotics, cell structures, explosions and surface 
tension. Everyone came away enthused and ready to explore the world around them.

Later on in the term, we were lucky enough to have some first aid training. All the children learnt about DRS ABC – can 
you remember what each letter stands for? They also had a chance to practice CPR on a model, and learnt about the 
recovery position.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 5

SATS WEEK
The whole school would like to thank Year 6 for their hard work and preparation 
leading up to and during SATs week.

Children were punctual, prepared and in good spirits all week which is not only 
a testament to their resilience but also a work ethic that will serve them well 
in their upcoming secondary school journeys. Thank you to all the parents for 
their on going support and to those who came to the Year 6 picnic at the park 
on Friday- the children thoroughly enjoyed having some down time after a 
highly charged week! 

All the Year 6 team are very proud of all the children’s efforts and look forward to enjoying the rest of the exciting Year 6 
curriculum.

WHAT’S NEW FROM YEAR 6



12

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2018 / 2019
Please note that we use the local authorities published term dates as a guide to our term 
dates. Below are the dates for the next academic year: 

SUMMER TERM

(Term six)
Monday 3 June to Tuesday 23 July 
2019.

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2019/2020 
To be confirmed, but please note the following staff INSET Days:

• Monday 2nd September

• Tuesday 3rd September

Children return to school on Wednesday 4th September


